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THE 

PREFACE. 

THE prefent Work appears 
with Confidence in the 
Kingdom that gave Birth 
to it: and will be well fatisfied 
with its Fortune, if it meets with 
as favourable a Reception as has 
been indulg'd to all the other 
Compofitions of its Author. The 
high Efteem which Mr. de Vtlta'ire 
has always difcover'd for the Eng- 
lijh, is a Proof how ambitious he 
is of their Approbation. Tis now 
grown familiar to him, but then 
he is not tir'd with it; and indeed 
A 1 one 

UigitirB.1 Google 



.^.., The Preface. 
ione wou'd be apt to think that 
this Circumftance is pleafing to 
the Nation, from the ftrong De- 
Gre they have to perufe whatever 
is publifh'd under his Name. 

Without pretending therefore 
to any great PenetiaticHi, jye Wff 
venture to aiTure him that his let- 
ters will meet with all the Succefs 
that cou'd be wifli'd., Mr, de Vol- 
taire is'-the Author of them, they 
were written in London, and rekte 
particularly to the Ettglijh Natiipa; 
three Circumftances which muA 
neceflarily recommend them. The 
great Freedom with which Mr, de 
ydllaire delivers himfelf in his va- 
rioijs Obfervations, cannot give 
hint any Appreheiifions of their 
being leis favourably receiv'd upon 
that Account, by a judicious Peo- 
ple who abhor Flattery, The E>ig- 
iijh are pleas'd to have their Faults , 
pointed out to them, becaufe this 
fliews 
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The Preface. 
fliews at the fame Time,' that the 
Writer is able to diftinguifli their 
Merit. ' 

We muft however confeii, that 
tliefe Letters were not defign'd for 
the Public. They are the Refult 
of Ae Author's Complacency and 
'FViendfliip for Mr. Tbiriot, who 
had defir' d him, during his Stay 
\a Ettjilaiid, to favour him with 
fudh Reriiarks as he might make 
■on the Manners and Cuftoms of 
the Brhi/h Nation. 'Tis well 
known that in a Correfpondence 
of this kind, the moft juft and re- 
"gnlar Writer does not propofe to 
" bbferve any Method. Mr. de yol- 
iaire in all ProbabiHty foUow'd no 
other Rule in the Choice of his 
Subjefls than his particular Tafrb, 
or perhap the Queries of his 
Friend.- Be this as it will, 'twas 
thought that the moft natural Or- 
der in which they cou'd bs plac'd, 
A3 would 
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Tht P « E Ka c i. 
wouM'be that of :their. rsfpeSmi 
Dates. Several Particulars whidh 
are mention'd in them make it ne* 
ceflary for lis to ohfervs, tlatthey 
were -written between the ktter 
End of 1718, and about »7ji. 
The only Thing that can be re- 
gretted on this Occa£on is, diat itt 
agreeable a C6rrefpondenco flioul4 
haveTcontinued no longer. 

The Reader 'will no doubt obfc 
ferve, that the Circumftanoes in eveS- 
ry Letter which had not-an imme- 
diate relation to the Title of it, have 
been omitted. This was done oa 
purpofe ; for Lttters written' with 
the Confidence' and Smplioityrf 
perfonal Friendfhip, generally in- 
clude . certain Things which ar^ not 
proper for the PreS. • Th& Public 
indeed thereby often lofe a great 
many, agreeable Particulars', ; hut 
why ihould they complain, if the 
want of them ii ojmpen&ted by a 
-,:•- , .•, thoufand 
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-T0hhk%t ffie t)i<5iSSi4 tbtSblWify 
^d^''th^"KeHeii6tisV' the fdelk^^ 

j,t}iq,.i»oyie:|Ffl[e„ which- enlivens all 
.^d^rCopiptfitHios, rf -Mr, «fe, Fal- 
~«)>>r)r:deli^d^frRead<irpeFpetua1- 
"I7. rBventh»Bieft ferioosC'Lettere, 
nrudi:teihBfe''#lHih: ifelatt-to Sir 
'i'JfaSt ,^M^tciti_ Ph{lofophy<, yrtll 
^l^^%ui)d' inteiliinin^.'; Tlfe'Ali- 

^^ttOT'h^s Jfifu^'C iWp.!. OK -^ji^ 
jea,,sU jie.j.jjglicwe ■ Toncha rit 
H»»s-,i:feifeep<ib!? ,,<)f;. rdeep,: and 
Aftbflsufaiienou^ lo . fljew. -that;' he 
-anabv JH^fterH ^::'it;) : a^dri^alv^a]^: 
'to-be uiidej- 



'/&^,^|(wps„ t^,i4>|&tisfie4„ at h^^ 

,.;{^;^uti«a4nd their LasKk^ which 
' A 4 '•••-•ilhcA 
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fie piiiAtn, 
Odoft of them revete almoft tp Ido- 

U.^,i but this Refervedne& is an 
Emft'of Mr. de yoltaire's Jpdg- 
incnt. . He contented himielf with 
giving his Opinion of them in ge- 
neral Reflexions, the Caft of which 
is entirely ne^, ■ and which prove 
that he had miide this Fart of 
.tke Priti/h PoUty his particular 
Study. Befide* how was it poffi- 
ble fora Foreigner to pierce thro' 
their Politicks, that gloomy Labyi 
Tintfa, in which fuch of the £ng- 
iijh themfelves as are beft acquain- 
ted widi it, confefi daily that they 
are bewilder'd and loft ? 

W|iij.B this Work was in the 
JPrefs, there came to Londm a 
Manufcript Letter of Mr. de fil- 
Uttre, in anfwer to the Complaints 
made by the Citizens of ffaitH 
.bitrgh againft a Faflage in the Hi- 
ftoiy pf Charles the Twelfth, re- 
kting 
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ktiilg tp the Burning of Mtena. 
We: thought proper to iofert that 
tetter here, for the Ufe of thofc 
who have the Hiftoty of Charles 
the Twelfth iaEn^iJh only. 



TRE 



^.yCoOglC 



THE 

CONTENTS 

LE T T E R I. :-! 

On tie Quakers. Page i 

LETTER 11. 
dh the Quakers. p, 1 1 

LETTER in. 

'^ -; •..,,■;; .': .;- v\ 

On the Quakers. p. i6 

LE T T E R IVv 
On the Qmkers. p ji 

■;: >i'. : LETTER v. 

UigitirB.iCoO'^lc 



7^ Contents, 

I E T T E R V. 

Oir til CiurcB of Enghni. ' ' d.^a, 

t E TT E.R VI. 
On tte Prefcytprians. ^ . p. 44 

LETT E R VII. 

On tbe Sodniaais, or Arians,'' «r Aiui- 
trinitarians. p. 46 

LETTER ym. 

On the Parliament. p. jl 

LETTER- IX. 

On tbe Government. ^ P* 59 

LETTER X, 
On traie. p. 6<( 

■■' ^■■'•"^''- LETTER XL 

UigitirB.1 Google 



Tie Contents. 

LETTER XI. 

On Inoculation, p. 73 

LETTER XII. 
On the Lord Bacon. p. 83 

LETTER XIII. 
On Mr. Locke. p. 94 

LETTER XIV. 

On Des Cartes and Sir Ifaac Newton, 
p. 109 

LETTER XV. 
On Attraetim. p. 122 

LETTER XVI. 
On Sir Ifiac NewtonV Optich. p. 142 

LETTER 



L)in;« ..Google 



7%e Contents. 

I. E t T £ R xvn. 

Ott Infinites in Geometry, and Sir Ifiac 
Ncwton'i Chrmol<^. P* '5^ 

LETTER XVIIL 
On tragedy. p. :66 

LETTER XIX. 
On Comedy. p. l8l 

LET T E R XX. -. 

On fuch of the Nobility as cultivate tbe 
&lles Lettres. p. 192 

LETTER XXL 

On the Earl of Rochefter and Afr. Waller, 
p. 197 



LETTER 



iigitirB.1 Google 



The Content «. 



LE T TE R XXII. 
On Mr. Pope,; old fiml MttrftDpta.., 



Ptet!. 



p. »n 



LET T E R XXlH. 

On the Regard that might ta be Jhmit 
to Mm tfljetttrs. p.223 

LETTER XXIV. 

On the Royal Society and other JkatU" :■ 
mies, p^ 232 

A Letter concerning the Blirning if AT- 
tena, as related in tie Biftory cf 
Charles XII. p. 2471 ■ 



BOOKS 

UigitirB.1 Google 



BOOKS Printed for C. Davis and 
A. Lyon, 

L-rr^HE Hittory or Chm-ksXa. Kingofftw- 
f, X diH. By Mr. Dt Fabturt. TiMiflated 

from the Preneb. With his Effigies engraved bf 

Mr. Virtut. 
II. Hiftoricsl and Critical Rematks oA the Hifto- 

ry of Charles XII. Delign'd as a Supplement to 

that Work. In a Letter to Mr. VeHairtt by Mr. 

Drb Rletrayi,- 
HI. Henriadii *n Epick Poem ia ten Cantos, by 

Mr. Dt Veltairt. Tranflatcd into BngHfi> Vcrfe. 

IV. RafaHnda, a Novel j intermix'd with a Va- 
riety of the moft affefting Scenes^ both of DiflreA 
and Happinefa. Tranflatcd from the Frenih. 

V. Philofophical Converfations ; or a compleat- 
Syfitm of Natural PhiJofophy, by way of Dialogue, " 
with. 89 Copper Plates. Written in Frtnch by Fa- 
ther Rega'auity of the Society of Je/ut. Tranflatcd 
into ^agli/b, illuRrated with Notes by Vis. Dale, 
M. D. 3 Vol. iv\ 

K B. The Defigh of this Aathof is, like that of 
Me. ftnUnitli in his Plurality of Worlds, to tetf- 
der'^Natural Philofophy no lel^ plain to the mcaneft 
Reader, than entertaining to the brightelt ; at the 
fame Time his Reafoning is founded upon fuch Ex- 
periments at f the 
greateft Phil t this 
laft Age has fe ia 
the Gtrman , and 
the Royal k 

VI. Baxt, \mta- 
rum a Ran 

VII. A Treaiife of the Small Pox, in two Parts, 
by Theaphilui Lohh, M. D. and F. R. S. 

■;/■■■'. v'.i ::-,\, Vlil. Huf- 



^.yCoOglC 



Books printed for C.D»is and A. Lyon. 

Vin. Huflandry and Trade improved, in feve- 
ral Letters, communicated by ieveral eminent Mem- 
bers of the Royal Society to the ColleAor Jthn , 
Hiughton, F. R. S: 4 Vol. 

IX. Sptiiadt dt la Nature : Or Nature difplay'd. 
Bemg Dircoiirfes on fuch Particulars of nattital Hi- 
ftory as were thought moft proper to excite the Cu- 
liolity, and form the Minds of Youth. Illuftrated 
with Copper Plates. Tnnilated from the French. 

N.B. TheAuthor'has herein explain'd, with 
great Wit and Beauty, the molt curious I^rticu- 
Jars in Nature relating to Terreftrial Animals, Birds, 
Infefls, Fifhes and Plants. If I might be allow'd 
to judge of thcSuccefs of thia Bcx>k, from the 
Pleafure which the, Reading of.it gave me, Ifhould 
pronounce it very great. 'Twas at my Requeft, 
Ad in Compliance with my moflearoeft Sollicita- 
tion, .that .the. Author undei'toofc this Work, He. 
Fide Mi. ReliiBs'^ Prelace tohis Hiftory of the Si:?^ 
tianSf Carthaginians^ isfe. Vol. IV. 

X. L'Henriade, Poeme Heroique en x Cantos, 
par M. Voltaire, avec tres belles Figures, 4/0. 

XI. A general Hiftory of Printing, from the 6rft 
Invention of it in the City of .A/Mfz, to its Propa- 
gation aOd Progrefs through moft of the Kingdoms 
in Europe. By S. Palmer^ Printer, +to. 

N. £..The fifth and laft Part may be had fep*- 
tate to compleat Gentlemen's Sets. 

In ihi Prefit and Aeedily will be puhlijb'd in ttm 
Polumes 8t«. 
Critical Notes on the Old Teftament, fliewing 
the Ufe of the ancient Verfions, the Samaritofty 
the Sjriac, the Vulgar, and particularly the LXXII, 
for explaining and in fome Places reftoring the pre- 
fent Hebrew Text, drawn up according to the Or- 
der of Time in which the feveral Books were writ- 
ten. By the late learned IVilliam IVall^ D. D. Au- 
tiior oiThe Hijiory of Infant Baptifm. 
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LETTERS 

Concerning the 

English Nation, 
LETTER I. 

:.0 N T H E 

Q^U A K E R S. 

IWASrof opinipn, that the dodriiW 
aod b.ifloiy of fo extraordinary .a 
people, were wortfiy the attemipn of 
die . curious. To acquaint myfelf with 
th^pi, Jiuade a viiit to one of die moft 
?.n>i?ent Quajcers in '^ngland^ who. after 
haying trade_,d thirty .years, .had the w;f-> 
dpfli to prefcribe limits to his fortune and 
B t« 
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1 Letters concerning 

to his defires, and was fettled in a little 
iblitude not far from London. Being come 
into it, I perceiv'd a fmall, but regularly 
built houfe, vaftly neat, but without the 
leaft pomp of furniture. The Quaker 
who own'd it, was a hale ru5dy cbm- 
plexion'd old man, who had never been 
afflifted with ficknefs, becaufe he had al- 
ways been infenfible to paiEons, and a 
perfect llrangcr to intemperance. I never 
in my life faw a more noble or a more 
engaging afpedt than his. He was drefs'd 
like thofe of his perfuafion, in a plain 
coat, without pleats in the fides, or but- 
tons on the pockets and fleeves ; and had 
on. a beaver, the brims of which were ho- 
rizontal, like thofe of our clergy. He did 
not uncover hirafelf when I appear'd, 
and advanc'd towards me without once 
ftooping his body j but there appear'd 
more poUtenefs in the open, humane air 
of his countenance, than in the cuftomof 
drawing one leg behind the other, and 
taking that from the head, which is 
made to cover it. Friend, iays he to me, 
I perceive thou art a ftranger, but if I can 
dp any thing for thee, only tell me. Sir, 
iays 
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the English Nation. 3 
fays I to him, bending forwards, and ad- 
vancing as is ufual with us, one leg to- 
wards him, I flatter myfclf that my juft 
curiofity will not give you the leajft of- 
fence, and that you'll do me the honour 
to inform me of the particulars of your 
religion. The people of thy country, 
replied the Quaker, arc too full of their 
bows and compliments, but I never yet 
met with one of them who had fo much 
curiofity as thy felf Come in, and let us 
firft dine together. I ftill continued to 
make fome very unfeafonable ceremonies, 
it not being eafy to difengage'Cne's fclf at 
once from habits we have been long us'd 
to i and after taking part of a frugal meal, 
which b^n and ended with a prayer to 
God, I began to queftion my courteous 
hoft. I open'd with that which good Ca- 
tholicks have more than once made to 
Huguenots. My dear fir, fays I, vrere 
you ever baptiz'd ? , I never was, replied 
the Quaker, nor any of my brethren. 
ZcAins, fays I to him, you are not Chri- 
. ftians then. Friend, replies the old man 
in a foft tone of voice, fwear not ; we 
are Chriftians, and endeavour to be good 
B 2 Chriilians, 
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4 Letters concerning 

Chriflians, but we are not of opinion, 
that the fprinkling water on a child's head 
makra him a Chriftian. Heavens ! fays I, 
Aodt'd at his impiety, you have riioj 
forgot that Cbriji was Wptiz'd by St. J»bn. 
Friend, replies the mild Quaker once *- 
gain, fwiear not. Cbrifi indeed was b^ 
tiz'd by Jobtiy bui he himfclf never bap- 
tis'd any one. We are the difciples of 
Cbrifty not of "John. I pitied very much 
the fincerity of my worthy Quaker, and 
was abfolutcly for forcing him to get him- 
felf chriftned. Were that all, replied he 
very gravely, we would fubmit chearfiilly 
to baptifm, purely in compliance with 
thy weaknefs, for we don't coiidonn any 
pcrfon who ufes it j but then we think, 
that thoft who profefs a religion of fo hp- 
ly, fo fpiritual a namre as th^ of Cbrifi^ 
ought to aWtain to the utmoft of their 
power from the yewt/h ceremonies. O 
unaccountable ! fays I, what ! baptifin a 
yewijh ceremony ? Yes, my friend fays 
he, JTo truly "Jewijh^ that a great many 
Je^i ufe the baptifin of yobn to this . 
day.. Look into ancient authors, and 
thcfti wilt £nd that yohn only reviv'd this 
. . pradice } 
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the English Nation. j 
pradUce ; &nd that it had been us'd by the 
Heirevs, long before his time, in likt 
manner as the Mahometans imitated the 
IJhmaeiiUs in their pilgrimages to Mecca, 
ytfus indeed fubmitted to the baptifm <rf 
yobn, as he had iiifier'd him&lf to be cir- 
cumcis'd; but circumcifion and the waih- 
ing with water ought to be abolifh'd by 
the baptifm of Cbrifty tiiat baptifiii of the 
fpirit, that aUution of the ibul, which is 
the falvation of mankind. Thug the fore- 
runner faid» / indeed baptize you tAitb 
^ster unto repentance i but be that 
cometb after me , is migbtier than /, 
tebcfe Jbees I am not worthy to bear : he 
Jball ba^ixe you with the Holy Gboft and 
•mitbfire *. Likewile Paul the great apo- 
ftlc of the Gentiles, writes as follows to 
the Corinthians ; Chrijtfent me not to bap- 
tize, but to preach the Gofpel^% and in- 
deed Faul never baptiz'd but two perfons 
with water, and that very much agaihft 
his inclinations. He circumcis'd his dif- 
ciple 'timothy^ and the other difciples 
likewise circumcis'd all who were willing 

* St.Uittli.Ui.li. f iGor.Li;. 

B 3 to 
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6 Letters concermng 
to iubmic to that carnal ordinance. But 
art thou circumcis'd, added he ? I have 
not the honour to be fo, fays I. Well, 
friend, continues the Quaker, thou art a 
Chriftian without being circumcis'd, and 
I am one without being baptiz'd. Thus 
did this pious man make a wrong, but 
very fpecious application, of four or five 
texts of fcripture which fcem'd to favour 
the tenets of his fe£t; but at the fame 
time forgot very finccrely an hundred 
texts which made dircftly againft them* 
I had more fenfe than to conteft with him, 
fince there is no poffibility of convincing 
an enthufiaft. A man fliou'd never pre- 
tend to inform a lover of his miftrefe's 
&ult5, no more than one who is at law, 
of the badnefs of his caufe % nor attempt 
to win over a fanatic by ftrcngth of rea- 
foning. Accordingly I wav'd the fub- 
jea. 

We l l, fays I to him, what fort of a 
communion have you? We have none 
like that thou hinteft at among us, re- 
plied he. How ! no communion, fays IP 
Only that fpirimal one, replied he, of 
hearts. He then began again to dirow 
out 
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out his texts of fcrlpture ; and prcach'd 
a mofl: eloquent fermon againft that ordi- 
Rance. He harangued in a tone as the' he 
had been infpir'd, to prove that the la- 
craments were merely of human inven- 
tion, and that the word facrament, was 
not once mencion'd in the gofpel. Ex- 
cufe, fays he, my ignorance, for I have 
not cmploy'd an hundredth part of the 
arguments which might be brought, to 
prove the truth of our religion, but thefe 
thou thy felf mayeft perufc in the Ex- 
pofition of our Faidi written by Robert 
Barclay. 'Tis one of the bcft pieces - 
that ever was penn'd by man j and as our 
adverf^-ics confeis it to be of dangerous- 
tendency, the arguments in it muft ne- 
ceflarily be very convincing. I promis'd to 
perufe this piets, and my Quaker ima- 
gin'd he had already made a convert of 
me. He afterwards gave me an account 
in few words, of fome fingularities which 
make this fed the contempt of others. 
Confefs, lays he, that 'twas very diffi- 
cult for thee to refrain from laughter,- 
when I anfwer'd all thy civilities without 
uncovering my head, and at the lame 
B 4 time 
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8 Letters concermng 

time faid I'bee and Tbou to thee. How- 
ever, thou aj^ieareft to me too wdl read, 
not to know that in Chris's tmie no na-' 
tion was fo ridiculous as to put the plural 
number for the fingular. jiugujius Cetfar 
himfelf was fpoke to in fuch phntfes as 
thefe, / love tbety I befeecb thee, I thank 
thee \ but he did not allow any peribn to 
call him Domine, Sir. 'Twas not till ma»- 
py ages after, that men wou'd have the 
word2^tf, ^dio' they were double, inAead 
of Tbou employ'd in fpcaking to them j 
and uiiirp'd the flattering titles of lordfhip, 
of eminence , and of holinefi , which 
mere worms beftow on other worms, b/ 
afluring them that they arc with a moil 
profound refpe<^, and an infamous fsM- 
bood, their moft obedient, humble fer- 
vants. 'Ti8 to fecure our felves more 
ilrongly from fuch a fhatnele& frafiick of 
lies and flattery, that wt; thee and tbou a 
king with the fame freedom as we do a 
beggar, and falute no pwfon ; we owing 
nothing to mankind but charity, ami to 
the laws refpe(3 and obedience. 

Our apparel is alfo foiiiewhat different 

from that of plhers, imd this purely, that 

it 
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it may be a perpetual warning to us not 
to imitate them. Others wear the ba^es 
anid marks pf their feyeral dignities, uid 
^e thoie of chriftian Humility. We fly 
from all afiemblies of pfeafur^ from &- 
verfions of every kind, and ircxn places 
*9^here gaming is pra^'d; and indeed 
our cafe wou'd be very deploraUe, ihould 
we fill with fuch levities as thofe I have 
mention'd, the heart which ought to bo 
the habitation of God. Wc never fwear, 
Bot even in a court of juiUce, being ai 
opinion chat the mofl holy name of God 
ought not to be proftituted in the mifera« " 
ble conteAs betwixt man and man. When 
we are obUg'd to appear before a magi- 
Araie upon other people's account, (for 
kwrfttits are unknown among the &iends) 
we give evidence to the truth by icaling 
it with ocir yea or nay-j and the jodgcs 
believe us on our bare afiirmatioftf vrhilft 
fo many other Chriftians forfwcar them- 
felves on the holy Gofpels. We never 
war or fight in any cafe ; but 'tis not that 
wc are afraid, for fo far from fliuddcr- 
ing at the thoughts of death, we on the 
contiury Ue& the moment which unites 
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OS with the Being of Beings; but the 
reaibn of our not ufing the outward 
fword is, that we are neither wolves, 
tygers, nor maftiffs, but men and Chri- 
iiians. Our God, who has commanded 
us to love our enemies, and to fufier with- 
out repining, would certainly not permit 
us to crofs the feas, merely becaufe mur- 
thercrs cloadi'd in fcarlet, and wearing 
caps two foot high enlift citizens by a 
noile made with two little ilicks on an 
afs's (kin extended. And when, aiter a 
vidtory is gain'd, the whole city of Lon- 
don is illuminated ; when the fky is in a 
blaze with fireworks, and a noife is heard 
intheairof thankfgivings, of bells, of or- 
gans, and of the cannon, we groan in 
filence, and are deeply aflfeded with fad- - 
nefs of fpirit and brokennefs of heart, 
for the fad havock which is the occafioa 
of thofe public rgoycings. 



LETTER n. 
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LETTER II. 



Q^U A K E R S. 



SUCH was* the fubflance of the 
converfation I had with this vety 
lingular perfon ; but I was greatly 
iurpriz'd to fee him come the Sunday 
following, and take me with him to the 
Quaker's meeting. There are fcveral of 
tfae& in London^ but that which he carri- 
ed me to Hands near die famous pillar 
call'd the moonment The brethren were 
already aflcmbled at my entring it with 
my guide. There might be about four 
hundred men and three hundred women 
in the meeting. The women hid their 
^es behind their ians, and the men were 
cover'd 
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cover'dwiththeirbroad-brimm'dhatsj all 
were feated, and the filence was univer- 
ial. I paft through them, but did not 
perceive fo much as one lift up his eyes 
to look at mc. This lilence laAed a 
quarter of an hour, when at laft one of 
them roie up, took off his hat, and af- 
ter making a variety of wry faces, and 
groaning in a moft lamentable manner, 
he partly from his nofe, and partly from 
his mouth, threw out a ftrange» confos'd 
jumble of words, (borrow'd as he ima- 
gin'd from the Gofpel) which neither 
himfelf nor any of his bearers under- 
ftood. When this diilorter Ead ended 
his beautiful foUloquy, and that the ibi- 
pid, but greatly edified, congregation 
were fcparated, I aik'd my friend how 
it was poflible for the judicious part of 
their al^mbly to fufler fuch a babbling. 
We are oblig'd, fays he, to liifier it^ be- 
caufe no one knows when 4 man rifes up 
to hold forth, whether he will be mov'd 
by the fpirit or by folly. In this doubt 
and uncertainty we liften patiently to 
every one, we even allow our wcanen to 
hold forth} two or three of thefe are 
often 
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ofKn mipir'ii at one snd the&me time, and 
'tis then that a moil charming noiie is heard 
io the Lord's houfe. Yon hara then no 
^iefts, fays I to him. No, no, friend* 
replies the (^laker, to our great happir- 
nefs. Then opening one of the friend's 
books, as he call'd it, lie md tiie foUow- ' 
ing words in an emphatic tone : God 
forbid we fhould prefome to ordain an^ 
one to receive the hdy ipirit on the 
Lord's day, to die prqudicc of the reft 
of liie brethren. Thanks to the ahnigh- 
ty, we ace the cmly pojjde upon earth 
that have no priefts. Wouldeft thon de- 
{xrive us of fo happy a diftindion ? Wliy 
fhou'd we abandon oar babe to .merce- 
nary nurfes, when we our ielves iiare 
milk enough .for it ? Tbefc jittrcenory 
creatures wou'd foon damimer in dot 
houles, and deftcoy bcoh ihe mother 
and the babe. God has :iaid, freely you 
have receiv'd, freely give. Shall we af- 
ter thcfe woids cheapen , .as it were , 
the Gofpel; fell the Holy Gboft, and 
make erf" an aiTerably of Cbriilians a 
mete fhop of traders. We don't pay a 
feet of men cloath'd in black, to ailift 
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our poor, to bury our dead> or to preach 
to the brethren ; thefe offices are all of 
too tender a nature, for us ever to en- 
truft them to others. But how is it 
poflible for you, lays I, with ibme 
wamith , to know whether your dif- 
courfe is really infpir'd ,by the Almigh- 
ty ? Whofoever, fays he, fliall implore 
Chrift to enlighten him, and fhall pub- 
liih the Gofpel truths, he may feel in- 
wardly, fuch an one may be aflur'd that 
he is infpir'd by the Lord. He then 
pour'd forth a numberlefs multitude of 
Scripture-texts, which prov'd, as heima- 
gin'd, that there is no fuch thing as 
Chriftianity without an immediate reve- 
lation, and add^ thefe remarkable words : 
When thou moveft one of thy limbs, is 
it mov'd by thy own power ? Certainly 
not, for this limb is often fonfible to in- 
voluntary motions J confequently he who 
created thy body, gives motion to this 
earthly tabernacle. And are the feveral 
ideas of which thy foul receives the 
impreffion form'd by thy felf ? Much 
leis are they, fince thefe pour in upon 
thy mind whether thou wilt or noj 
3 confe- 
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confequently thou recelveft thy ideas 
from him who created thy foul : But 
ias he leaves thy afFeftions at full liberty, he 
"gives thy mind fuch ideas as thy aifeftions 
may dcfcrve i if thou liveft in God, thou 
adteft, thou thinkeft in God. ~ After this 
thou needeft only but opeii thbe eyes to 
that light which enlightens all mankind* 
and 'tis then thou wilt perceive the 
truth, and make others perceive it. Why 
this, lays I, is Malirancbe's dotSrine to 
a tittle. I am acquainted with thy Mal- 
hrancbe^ lays he; he had fomething of 
t\ic friend in him, but was not enough lb. 
Thefc arc the moil confiderable particu- 
lars I learnt concerning the doctrine of 
the Quakers ; in my next letter I {hall 
acquaint you with their hiftory, which 
you will find more fingular ;han their 
opinions. 



LETTER in. 
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LETTER Ift 



Q^U A K £ RS^:^ 



YO U have already heard that the 
t^aakers d»t^ frotii ChHjl;yvh6% 
according to^lliem wasthe fitit 
■Qjwker. . Religion, yiay fibcfc, was .cor- 
ned, a little after his ^ddatJi, and - m^ ^ 
maih'-d-itf ^tHftaite of Comiptibh*' aKddt 
1600 Years. . But there- were always . 3. _-, 
fe^^ Quakes conceal'd i^: ..the worlds 
Vfh^ -eaGefuUy. preTenijd 'Che.fu^c^ fCcij 
which was cxtinguifli'd. in all biit theni-^ 
felves,"'tiliat:laft thUjighJ.ffiratd UT^f ' 
iTLEngiand.ia. i6^f >:■ ; . (i«*'iK "i 

/dm. was torn to pieces by the inteftine 
wars. 
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•ffiiyrft which three or four fefts had rai&'d 
intthf uameof God, that one GMi^ef(?>r, 
bom in Leicejierjhire^ and fon to a filk- 
Tyeaver, took it into his head to preach; : 
aB4> as he pretended, with all die requi- 
fites of-a true apoftle, that is, without be- 
iqgaWe either ta read or write. He was 
about twenty five * years of age, irre-, 
priMchable in his life and conduft, aniif- 
holy mad-man. He was equip'd in lea- 
t^ from head to fbot, and trayell'd from** 
ojpe village to another, exclaiming againft 
waTj. anil the clergy. Had his invcftives 
been levell'd againlt the foldiery only, 
Ke wc^i*4 have been fafe enough, but lie 
inyeigh'd againft ecdefiafticks; pox was^ 
i^^'d gt Derh) ' being carried before* 
a. juftice of pea ; 'did not once offer' 

topuiroff his 1 ri hat,; ' upon which 

an officer gave great box p'th' ear^' 

and cried to him, Don't you know you 
are to appear uncover'd before'his wor- 
ffiip?' Fox prefentedhis other cheek to tl^e" 
bfficer;. and bcgg'd him to give him anc-^^ 
ther box for Ood's fake. The juftice 

• F»x could read at that age. • ', ■ ' 

C \vt)u'd 
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wou'd have had him fworn before he 
afk'd him any queftions : Know, friend* 
lays Fox to him, that I never fwear- 
The juftice obferving he Tbee'd and 
7houd him, fent him to the houfe of 
correftion in Ijerby^ with orders that 
he fhould be whipp'd there. Fox prais'd 
the Lord all the way he went to the 
houfe of corredlion, where the juftice's 
order was executed with the utmoft Icve- 
rity. The men who whipp'd this cn- 
thuiiaft, were greatly furpriz'd to hear 
him bcfeech them to give him a few 
more lafhes for the good of his foul. 
There was no need of intreating thefe 
people; the laflies were repeated, for 
which Fox thank'd them very cordially, 
and began to preach. At firft, the fpe- 
ftators fell a laughing, but they after- 
wards lillned to him ; and as enthufiafm 
is an epidemical diftemper, many were 
pcrfuaded, and thqfe who fcourg'd him 
became his firft difciples. Being fct at 
Ubertyj he ran up and down the coun- 
try with a dozen profelytes at his heels, 
ftill declaiming againft the clergy, and 
was whipp'd from time to time. Being 
one 
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'One day fet in the pHlcry, he harangued 
.the crowd in fo ftrong and moving a 
-manner, that fifty of the auditors became 
.his converts ; and he v/on the reft fo 
-much in his favour, that his head being 
freed tumuituoijily from the hole where 
it was faftned, the populace went and 
fearch'd for the church of England cler- 
gyman, who had been chiefly inftrumen- 
tal in bringing him to this punifliment, 
and let him on the fame pillory where 
Fox had flood. 

■ Fox was bold enough to convert 
fome of Oliver Crprnwe/ts Soldiers , 
-who thereupon quitted the fervice and 
' rcfus'd , to take the oaths. Oliver ha- 
ying as great a contempt for a fe£l 
which would not allow its members to 
fight , as Sixtus ^ijitus had for ano- 
ther feet, Dove non Ji chiavava, began to 
pcrfecute thefe new coriverts. The pri- 
fons were crouded with them, but per- 
iecution fcldom lias any other effeifl than 
to increafe the nu mber of profely tes, 
Thefe came therefore from their confine- 
ment, more ftrongly confirmed in th» 
principles they had imbjb'd, and fcUow'd 
C 2 by 
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by their goalers whom they had brcn^Iit 
over to their belief. But the circum- 
flances which contributed chiefly to dw 
fpreading of diis left were as foHo^^^ 
Fox thought himfelf jnfpir'd, and confe- 
quently was of opinion, that he mnft 
fpeak in a manner different frtHn the reft 
of mankind. He therciapon began to 
wrkhe his body, to fcrew up his face, to 
hold in his breath, and to exhale it in a 
forcible manner , infomuch that the 
prieftefs of the Pythian God at Delpbos 
could not have adled her part to better 
advantage. Infpiration foon became fo 
habitual to him, that he cou'd fcarce de- 
liver himfelf in any other manner. This 
was the firA gift he commnnicatfd to his 
difciples. Thefe ap'd very fincerely their 
mafler's feveral grimaces, and ihook in 
every limb the inftant the fit of infpiration 
came upon them, whence they were ' 
call'd Quakers. The vulgar attempted 
to mimick them, they trembled, they 
fpake thro' the nofc; they quak'd and 
fancied themfelves infpir'd by the Holy 
iGhoft. The only thing now wanting 
was 
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was a few miracles, and accordingly they 
wrought fome. 

FOX, this modern patriarch, fpoke 
thus to a juftice of peace, before a large 
aflembly of people. Friend, take care 
what thou doft: God will foon punifli 
thee for periecuting his faints. This ma- 
giftrate being one who befotted himfelf 
every day with bad beer and brandy, died 
of an apoplexy two days after, the mo- 
ment he bad fign'd a mittimus for impri- 
foning fome Quakers. The fudden death 
with which this juftice was feiz'd, was 
not afcrib'd to -his intemperance, but was 
univerfally look'd upon as the ciFed of 
the holy man's predidions; fo that this 
accident made more converts to Qua- 
kerifin, than a thoufand fermons and as 
many Ihaking fits cou'd have done, Oli- 
ver finding them incrcafe daily was de- 
firous of bringing them over to his par- 
ty, and for that purpofe attempted to 
bribe them by money. However, they 
■were incorruptible, which: made him one 
day declare, that this religion was the 
only one he had ever met with that had 
reftftpd the charms of gold, 

C 3 The 
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The Quakers weic fcveral times per- 
fecutcd under CLiirlcs the fecond, not 
upon a religious account, but for refii- 
iing to pay the tythcs, for I'hee-ing and 
"Thoii-in^ the magiftratcs, and for refu- 
fing to take the oaths cna<fted by the 
Jaws. 

At laft Eobcrt Barclay, a native of 
Scotland, prefented tothe king in 1675) 
his apology for the Quakers, a work as 
well drawn up as the i'ubjedt cou'd poffi- 
bly admit. The dedication to Charles 
the fecond is not fill'd with mean, flat- 
tering encomiums; but abounds with 
bold touches in favour of truth, and 
with the wifeft counfels. " Thou haft 
'* tafted, " fays he to the king at the clofe 
of his epiftle dedicatory, " of profperi- 
" ty and adverfity ; thou knoweft what 
•' it is to be banifhed thy native coun- 
" try.; to be over-rul'd as well as to rule, 
" and fit upon the throne; and being 
" opprefled, thou haft reafon to know 
" how hateful the oppreifor is both to 
" God and man : If after all thefe 
" warnings and advertifements, thou doft 
" not turn unto the Lord with all thy 
« heart; 
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" heart ; but forget him who remembred 
** thee in thy diftrefs, and give up thy 
" felf to follow luft and vanity, furely 
*' g:eat will be thy condemnation. 

" Against which fnare; as well as 
" the temptation of thofe, that may or 
*' do feed thee, and prompt thee to evil, 
*' the moft excellent and prevalent remc- 
" dy will be, to apply thy felf to that 
" light of Cbrifl, which Ihineth in thy 
*' confcience, which neither can nor will 
" flatter thee, nor fuffer thee to be at 
" eafe in thy fins j but doth and will 
« deal plainly and faithfully with thee, 
" as thole, that . are followers thereof 

« have plainly done ■ 7hy faithful 

" friend and fubjeSly Robert Barclay. 

A more furprizing circumftance is, 
that this epiftle, written by a private man 
of no figure, was io happy in its effeds 
as to put a flop to the perfecution. 



C -4 LET- 
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LETTER IV. 



Q^U A K E k S. 

ABOUT this • time arofe the UluAri- 
ous William Pen^ who efta- 
bli/h'd the power of die Qiw- 
kers in America^ and would have made 
them appear venerable in the eyes of the 
Europeans^ were it poffiblc for mankind 
to refpedt virtue, when reveal'd in a ri- 
diculous light. He was the only fon of 
vice-admiral Pen, favourite to the duke of 
Tork, afterwards king 'James the fecond. 

William Pen at twenty years of age 
happening to meet with a \ Quaker in 
Ccrk^ whom he had known at Ox- 
ford ^ this man made a profelyte of 

* 1666. t TJmmj Itt. 

him. 
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him} and William being a fprightly 
.youth, and naturally eloquent, having a 
winning afpedl, and a very eng^ing 
carriage, he foon gain'd over ibme of 
■his Intimates. He carried matters io far 
that he form'd by infenfible degrees a 
fociely of young Quakers who met at his 
houfe i {o that he was at the head of a fed 
■ when a little above twenty. 

Being retum'd, after his leaving 
Cork^ to the vice-admiral his &ther, 
inftead of falling upon his knees to aik 
him bleffing, he went up to him with 
his hat on, and iaid. Friend, I'm very 
glad to fee thee in good health. The 
vice-admiral imagin'd his fon to be 
cntzyj but foon finding he was turn'd 
Quaker, he emplo/d all the methods 
that prudence could fu^eft, to engage 
him to behave and a£t like other people. 
The youth made no other anfwer to his 
father, than by exhorting him to turn 
Quaker alfo. At tail his fadicr confin'd 
himfelf to this fingle requeil, viz. that 
he fluiu*d wait upon the king and the 
'duke of Tork with his hat under his 
arm, and ihou'd not 'Thee and "Thou 
tficm» 
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them. IVilliam anfwer'd, that he rould 
not do thefc things for confcience feke, 
which cxafperated his father to fuch a 
degree, that he ram'd him out of doors. 
Young Pen gave God thanks, for per- 
mitting him to fuifer fo early in his 
caufc, after which he went into the city, 
where he held forth ♦, and made a great 
number of" converts. 

The church of England clergy found 
their congregations dwindle away daily ; 
and Fen being young, handibme, and of 
a graceful ftamre, the court as well as 
the city ladies flock'd very devoutly to 
his meeting. The patriarch George Fox 
hearing of his great reputation, came to 
London, (tho' the journey was very long) 
purely to fee and converfe with hinl. 
Both refolv'd to go upon miffions into 
foreign countries, and accordingly they 
embark'd for Hollandy after having left 
labourers fufficient to take care of the 
London vineyard. 

Their labours were crown'd with 
fuccefs in Amjierdam ; but a circum- 
ftance which refledled the greateft ho- 

* About 166B, and the 24''' year of his age. 
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nour on them, and at the fame time put 
their humility to the grcatcfl: trial, was 
the reception they met with from Eli" 
zabetb the princefs Palatine y aunt to 
George the firft of Great-Britain, a la- 
dy confpicuous for her genius and 
knowledge, and to whom Des Cartes 
had dedicated his Philojophical Romance. '. 
She was then retir'd to the Hague ^ 
where flic recciv'd thcfe friends, for fo 
the Quakers were at that time call'd irt 
.Holland. This princefs had fcveral con- 
ferences with them in her palace, and 
ftie at laft entertain'd fo favourable an 
opinion of Quakerifm, that they con- 
fefs'd flie was not far from the king- 
dom of heaven. The friends fow'd 
likewife the good feed in Germany, but 
rcap'd very little fruit; for the mode of 
'jThee-ing and Thu-ing was not approv'd 
of in a country, where a man is per- 
petually oblig'd to employ the titles of 
highnefs and excellency. William Pen 
return'd foon to England upon hearing 
of his father's ficknefs, in order to fee 
him before he died. The vice-admiral 
was reconcil'd to his fon, and tho' of a 
different 
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i^ercnt perfuaiion, embrac'd him ten- 
derly. William made a fniitlefs exhor- 
tation to his father not to receive the la- 
crament, but to die a Quaker; and the 
good old man intreated his fon William 
to wear buttons on his fleeves, and a 
crape hatband in his beaver, but all to no 
purpofe. 

William Pen inherited very large 
poflcffions, part of which confiAed in 
crown-debts due to the vice-admiral for 
fums he had advanc'd for the fea-fervicc. 
No monies were at that time more fe- 
cure than thofe owing from the king. 
Pen was oblig'd to go more than once, 
and 'tbee and tbou king Charles and his 
minifters, in order to recover the debt ; 
and at lall inftcad of fpede, the govern- 
ment invefted him witfi the right and fo- 
vereignty of a province of America^ to 
the foutfi of Maryland. Thus was a 
Quaker rais'd to fovereign power. Pen 
ftt fail for his new dominions with two 
Ihips freighted with Qjwkcrs, who fol- 
io Vd his fortune. The country was 
then call'd Penjihania from William 
Pen. who there founded Pbil 
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now the moft flouriihing city in that 
country. The firft ftep he took was to 
enter into an alliance with his Ameri- 
can neighbours; and this is the only 
treaty between thofe people and the 
Chriilians that was not ratified by an 
oath, and was never infring'd. The 
new Ibvereign was at the fame time the 
legiflator of Penjihantay and enacted ve- 
ry wife and prudent laws> none of 
which have ever been chang'd iince his 
time. The firft is, to injure no pcrfon 
upon a religious account, and to confi- 
der as brethren all thofe who believe in 
one God. 

He had no fooner fettled his govern- 
ment,' but feveral American merchants 
came and peopled this colony. The na- 
tives of die country inftead of flying 
into the woods, cultivated by infenfiblc 
degrees a friendfhip widi the peaceable 
Quakers. They lov'd thefe foreigners as 
much as they detefted the other Chri- 
ftians who had conquer'd and laid wafte 
America. In a little time, a great num- 
ber of thefe favages (falfely fo call'd) 
charm'd with the mild and gentle dif- 
polition 
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pofition of their neighbours, came in 
crowds to William Pen^ «nd befought him 
to admil them into the number of his 
vaflals. 'Twas very rare apd uncom- 
mon for a fovercign to be l'hee*4 and 
^ou'J by the meaneft of his fubjed^ 
who never took their hats oiF when 
they came into his prelence; and as 
fingular for a government to be without 
one prieft in it, and for a people to be 
without arms, either oifenfive or defen- 
five ; for a body of citizens to be abfo- 
lutely undiftinguilh'd but by the publick 
employments, and for neighbours not to 
entertain the leaft jealoufy one againft 
the other. 

William Pen might glory in ha- 
ving brought down upon earth the fo 
much boafted golden age, which in all 
probability never cxiited but in Penjil- 
vania. He return'd to England to fettle 
fomc aifairs relating to his new domi- 
nions. After'the death of king Charles 
the fecond, king James, who had lov'd 
the fether, indulg'd the fame afFedion 
to the fon, and no longer confider'd him 
as an obfcure Sectary, but 9& a very great 
man. 
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man. The king's politicks on this oc- 
calion agreed with his inclinations. He 
vas deliirous pf pleafing the Quakers, by 
annulling t^he laws made againll Noncon- 
^rmifts^ in order to have an oppoftu- 
nity, by this univerfal toleration, of efta- 
blifhing the Romijh religion. All the 
(e<5tajiAs in Bngl^nd faw the fnare that 
was laid for cheai, but did not give into 
It; they never &iling to unite when the 
Romijh religion, thpir common enemy, 
^ to b^ oppoe'd. But Pen did not think 
Ijimfelf bound in any manner to re- 
ijounce his principles, merely to favour 
^roteftants to whom he was odious, in 
Qppofition to a. king who lov'd him. 
^e had eflabUAi'd an univerfal toleration 
with regard to confcience in America^ 
and wou'd not have it thought that he 
iptended to deftroy it in Eun^e;^ for 
Vhich reafon he adhered fo inviolably 
to king James, that a report prevail'd 
i|niverlally of his being a Jefuit. This, 
calumny affeded him very ,ftrongly, and" 
he w^ oblig'd to juftify himfelf in print. 
However, the unfortunate king Jam^ 
the fecond, in whom, as in moft princes 
. . of 
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of the Stuart femily, grandeur and vcak- 
neis were equally blended} and wlu^ 
like them, as much overdid ibme things 
as he was (hort in others, loft his king- 
dom in a manner that is hardly to be 
accounted for. 

All the Englijh JeOarifts accepted 
from William the third and his parlia- 
ment , the toleration and indulgence 
which they had refiis'd when offer'd hj 
king yames. 'Twas then the Qi^kers 
began to enjoy, by virtue of the law^ 
the feveral privileges they po0efs at this 
time. Pen having at laft fecn Quakerifm 
firmly eftablifh'd in his native country, 
went back to Penjihania. His own peo- 
ple and the Americam receiv'd him with 
tears of joy, as tho' he had been a fa- 
ther who was return'd to vifit his chil- 
dren. All the laws had been religioufly 
obferv'd in his abfence, a circumitance 
in which no legiflator had ever been 
happy but himfelf. After having relided 
fome years in Fenfihama^ he left it, 
but with great reluftancc, in order to re- 
turn to England^ there to folicit fome 
matters in favour of the commerce of 
Penfil' 
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JPenJihania. But he never faw it again, 
he dying in Rufcomb in Berkjhirey anno 
1718. 

I AM not able to guefs what fate Qua- 
kerifm may have in jimerica, but I per- 
ceive, it dwindles away daily in England^ 
In dl countries where liberty of confci- 
cnce is allow'd , the eftablifli'd religion 
will at laft fw'allow up all the reft. 
Qoakers are difquallfied from being mem- 
"bers of parliamenti nor can they enjoy 
any poft or preferment, becaufe an oath 
muft always be taken on thefe occaiions^ 
and tiiey never fwcar. Th^ are there- 
fore reduc'd- to the neceffity of fubfifting 
upon traffick. Their children, whom the 
iadu&y of their parents has enrich'd, are 
.deiirous of ccgoying honours, of wearing 
tMittoBS and ruffles ; and quite aiham'd of 
ieing caU'd Quakers, they become con- 
v«A6 to th« Church of England^ merely 
.ceibein the&ilaion. 



LET- 
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LETTER V. 

O N T H E 

CHURCH 

O F 

ENGLAND. 

ENGLAND is properly the country 
of fe<aarifls. Multa funt man- 
Jones in domo patris met (in my 
father's houfe arc many manfions.) Ati 
Englijhman, as one to whom liberty'is 
natural, may go to heaven his own 
way; 

Nevertheless, tho' every one is 

permitted to ferve God in whatever mode 

or falhion he thinks proper, yet their 

true religion, that in whidi a man makes 

his 
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Ills fortune, is. the k& of Epifcoparian^ 
or Churchmen , call*d the Church of* 
Bnglandy or iimply the Church, by way 
of eminence. No perfon can pofi^fs an 
emplc^ment either in England or Ireland^ 
unlefs he be rank'd amcmg the faithful, 
that is, profefles himfelf a member of the 
Church of England. This reafon (which 
carries mathematical evidence with it^ 
has converted fuch numbers of diflentCTS 
of all perfuaiions, that not a twentieth 
.part of the nati(»i is out of the pale of 
the eftablifli'd church. The Er^ltfb 
de^ have retain'd a great number df 
the Romiih ceremonies, and efpecially 
that of receiving with a mofl Icrupu- 
lous attention, their titles. They alfo 
have the picvus ambition to aim at fupe- 
riority. 

Moreover, they inipire very religiouf- 
ly their flock with a holy zeal againA Diil 
(enters of all denominations. This zeal 
was pretty violent iinder the Tories, in 
the four lail years of queen ^ne % but 
. was produiSive of no greater mifchief 
. than the breaking the windows of fomo 
meeting -houfes, and the demolishing 
Da of 



^.yCoOglC 



^6 Letters CdHcemmg 

of a few of theirt. For fdigloas 
4"age <efts'd in England- with the civil 
Wars J and was no more under queeft 
Ann^j than the hollow noife of a left 
whofe billows ftill heav'd, tho' fo Icmg 
after the ftorm, when the Whigs and 
Tories laid wafte dieif native country, 
]n die f&me manner as ^ Guelphs and 
GibelinS formerly did theirs. Twaa ab^ 
folutely neccf&ry for both parties to call 
in religion on this occailon ; the Tories 
declar'd for epifcopacy, and the Whig!, 
£is fome imagin'd, wwe for abolifliing it ; 
however, after tbel% had got the upper 
hand, they contraitM themftlves wiA 
coUy abridging it 

At the time when the earl of Oxford 
fltid die XoiA Beiinghroke us'd to dfink 
healths to the Tories, the Church of 
England confider'^ thc^ noblemen as 
ihit ddenders of it's holy privileges. The 
lower houfe of Convocation (a kind of 
hosfe of Commons) compos'd wholly of 
Ac cleigy, was in fbmc ctwlit at that 
time ; at leafl the members of it had the 
!ib«ty to meet, to difpute on ecclfr- 
fia^cal matters, to ientence impious 
books 
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books from ixroA. to time to the flames, 
tfi4t is, books written againft themfelves. 
'J'ha miniilry, which ie now compos'd cH 
"Whige, doe^ not fo much as allow thofe 
.gentlemen to aflemble, fo that they are 
«t due time reduc'd (in the obfcurity of 
their refpe^ive .pariihes) to the melan- 
chcJv- occupatiwi of praying for the 
^olperity of the government, whofe 
tr^nquilli^ they wfiuld willingly di- 
fturb. With regard to the bifliops, who 
are twenty fix in all, they flill have 
&ats in the houfe of lords in fpite of the' 
"Whigs, becanfe the- ancient abufe of 
considering them fts Barons fubiii!ls to 
this day^ There is a claufc however in 
the oath which the government requires 
from thefe gentlemen, that puts their 
chriftian patience to a very great trial, 
•oiz. that they fliall be of tiie Church of 
Er^land as by law eftablifli'd. There 
are few bJftiops, dcane, or other dig- 
nitaries, but imagine they are fo jure 
dhittOi 'tis confequently a great mortifi- 
cation to them to be oblig'd to confefs, 
that they owe their dignity to a pitiful law 
cnaftcd by a fett of profane laymen. A 
p 3 learned 
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learned monk (father Courayer) writ a 
book lately to prove the validity and iuc- 
ceffion of Englijh ordinations. This 
book was forbid in France i but do yon 
believe that the EngHJb miniftry were 
pleas'd with it? Far from it. Thofe 
damn'd Whigs don't value a ftraw, whe- 
ther the episcopal iucccflioq among them 
hath been Interrupted or not^ or wh&. 
ther biihop Parker was c<x(\fecr&txd (as 
'tis pretended) in a tavern, or a church i 
for thefc Whigs are much better pleas'd 
that the biihops fhould derive their 
authority from the parliament, than 

from the apoftles. The lord B olj. 

ferv'd, that this notion of divine right 
would only make fo many tyrants in 
lawn-fleeves, but that the laws niade fb 
many citizens. 

With regard to the morals of the 
Englijh clergy, they are more regular 
than thofe of France, and for this rea.-. 
fpn. All the clergy (a very few ex- 
cepted) are edpcated in the univerfities 
of Oxford or Cambridge^ far from the 
depravity and corruption which reign 
jn the capital. They are not call'd to 
dignities 
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dignities till very late, at a time of life 
when men arc fcnfible of no other paffion 
but avarice, that is, when their ambi- 
tion craves a liipply. Employments are 
here beftow'd both in the church and, 
die army, as a reward for long fcrvicesi 
and we never fee youngAers made bi- 
fhops or colonels immediately upon their 
laying aiide the academical gown; and 
befid^ raoft of the cle:^ are married. 
The ftiff and awkward air contradted by 
them at the univerfity, and the little fii- 
miliarity the men of this country havo 
with the ladies, commonly oblige a bi- 
fhop to confine himielf to, and reft con- 
tacted with his own. Clergymen fome- 
times take a gU& at the tavern, cuilom 
giving them a ^ftion on this occaiion i 
and if they fuddle themfelvcs 'tis in a 
very ierious manner, and without giving 
the leafl fcandal. 

That iable mix'dkind of mortal (not ^ 
to be defin'd) who is neither of the cler- 
gy nor of the laity; in a word, the thing, 
call'd ^W in France, is a Ipecies quite unr 
known in England. All the clergy here 
are very much upon the referve, and moft 
D 4 of 
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of them pedants. When thefc arc toU» 
that in France^ young fellows famous for 
their dillblutenefs and rais'd to the high- 
eft dignities of the church by :^xnalc 
intrigues , addrefs the fair put^ickly in 
an amorous way , amule themfclvcs in 
writing tender lovc-fongs, entertain their 
friends very fplendidly every night at 
their own houies, and after the ban- 
quet is ended, withdraw to invoice the 
afliftance of the Holy Ghoft, and call 
themfclves boldly the fucceilws of the 
apoftles, they bleis God for their being 
Proteftants. But , thefe are fliamelels 
Hcreticks, who defcrve to be blown 
hence thro' the flames to old Nick , . as 
Rabelais fays, and for this reafon I don't 
trouble my ielf about them. 
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LETTER VI. 

) ON T H E 

Presbyterians. 

THE Church of Bnglatid U con- 
fin'd almoA to the kingdom 
whence it rcceiv'd its name, and 
to Ireland^ for Prefbyterianiim is the ella- 
blifh'd r^ion in Scotland. This Prefliy- 
teriuiifin is directly the fame withCal- 
Tinifin, as it was cftabliih'd in France^ 
and is now profefs'd at iflpteva. As the 
priefts of this (e& receive but very in- 
confiderable ftipends &<Hn dieir churches, 
and coniequently cannot emulate the 
^lendid luxury of bifhops, th^ exclaim 
very naturally againft honours which 
they otn neirer attain to. Figure to your 
felf thfc haughty Di^enes^ trampling un- 
der 
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der foot the prkle of Plato. The Scotch 
Prefiiyterians are not very unlike that 
proud, tho* tatter'd reafoner. Diogenes 
did not ufe Alexander half fo iinperti> 
nentlyas theie treated king Cbarles the 
fecond { for when they took up arms in 
his caufe, in oppofition to Oliver^ who 
had deceiv'd them, they forc'd that 
poor monarch to undei^ the hearing of 
three or four fermons every day ; wou'd 
not fuffer him to play, reduc'd him to a 
Aate of penitence and mortification; fo 
that Cbarles loon grew fick of theie 
pedants, and accordingly elop'd from 
diem with as much joy as a youth does 
from fchool. 

A Church of England minifter ap- 
pears as another Cato in prefence of a 
juvenile, Uprightly French graduate, who 
liawls for a w^ole mommg together in 
the divini^ fchools, and hums a fong in 
(phorus with ladies in the evening : But 
his Cato is a very fpark, when before a 
katcb Prelbyterian. The latter aficds a 
brious gate, puts on il four look, wears a 
aftly broad-brimm'd hat, and a long 
Ic^ Qver a very ibott coatj preaches 
thro' 
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thro' the nofe, and gives Ac name of thie 
whore of Bafyhn to all churches, where 
the minifters are fo fortunate as to en^ 
joy an annual revenue of five or fix thou- 
^d pounds; and where the people are 
weak enough to fufier this, and to give 
^Qi the titles of my lord, your lord- 
ihip, or your enjinence. 
■ These gentlemen, who have alfo fome 
churches in Englandy introduc'd there the 
mode of grave and fevere exhortations. 
To them is owing the fan^tification of 
Sunday in the three kingdoms. People 
arc there forbid to work or take any re- 
creation on that day, in which the feve- 
ri^ is twice as great as that of the RO' 
mijh church. No opera's, pla)rs or con- 
certs are allow'd in London an Sundays', 
and even cards are fo exprefsly forbid, 
that none but perfons of quality and tho& 
we call the genteel, play on that day ; the 
reft of the nation go either to church, to 
the tavern, or to fee their mifliefles. 

Tho' the Epiicopal and Prefbyterian 

fe£h are the two prevailing ones in Great- 

Britain^ yet all others are very welcome 

to com? and fettle in it, and live v«y 

ibciably 
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{bclibljr together, tho' moft of their 
preachers bate one anotba almoft as cor- 
dially a« a JanfeniA damns a JeTiiit, 

Takc a Ttew of the /SiiytfA&ri&nKr 
in Lrndtm, a place more venerable than 
many courts of juftice, where the rcpre- 
ientatives of all nations meet for the be- 
nefit of mankind. There the Jew, the 
Mahometan, and the ChriiUan traqiaft 
together as tho' they all profefi'd the 
iiune religion, and give the name of In- 
fidel to none but bankrupts. There tite 
Prelbyterian confides in the Anabaptiil, 
and the Churchman ilqieods on the 
Quaker's word. At the breaking up of 
this pacific and free a0einbly, fome 
withdraw to the iynagogue, and odiets 
to take a glafs. This man goes and is 
baptiz'd in a great tub, in the name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft: Th»t 
man has hit fon's fgreHun cut oS, whilA 
a fett of H'trm words (quite unintdli- 
gible to him) are mumbled over his 
child. Others retire to their churches, 
and there wait for the infpiration of hea- 
ven with their hats on, and all ars 6- 
tisfied. 

Ir 
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Ip one religion only were allowed in 
England t the govenmunt would very 
^ffibly b^ome u-bitrary i if dio^e were 
but two, die people wou'd cut one ano- 
ther's throats } but a$ there are iiich a mul- 
titude, they all live happy and ia pCMC. 
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LETTER VII. 

O N T HE 

SOCINIANS, 

O R 

A R I A N S, 

O R 

Antitrinitarians. 

TH E R E is a little feSk here 
compos'd of clergymen, and of 
a few very learned perfens a- 
mong the laity, who, tho' they don't call 
themfeives Arians or SocinianSy do yet 
diHent entirely &oin St AtbanafiuSf with 
regard to their notions of the Trinity, 
and 
1 
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and declare very frankly, that the Fa- 
i&3e^ is greater than the Son. 

D o you remember what is related of 
a (XTtain orthodox tufhop, who in order 
to convince an emperor of the realitjr of 
ccHifublUntiation, put his hand under the 
chin of the monarch's fbn, and took him 
by the noie in prefence of his iacred 
znajefly F The emperor vr^i going to or- 
der his attendants to throw the bilhop out 
of the window, when the good old num 
gave him this handfome and convincii^ 
realbn: Since your majeffy, Jays he, is 
an^ when your fon has not due reipo^ 
Jhown him, what punifliment do yoa 
think will God the Either inflid on thole 
who refiife his f<xi Jefus tile titles due 
to him? The perfons I juft now men- 
tion'd, declare that the holy bUhop 
took a very wrong fiep; ^t his argu- 
ment was incooclufire, and that the em- 
peror fhould have anfwer'd him dius : 
Know that there are two wa)rs by which 
men may be wanting in rented to me; 
firft, in not doing honour iiifficient to 
- my fon ; and fecondly, in paying him the 
' iame honour as to me. 

Be 



.yCOOgIC 



48 Lsmits clftcerm/ig 

Be Hm ftB it vrill , tiie priadples td 
Arius begin to revive, not only in £1^ 
Un^ but in Holtand and PcUmd. The 
cd^brated fir 7/^«f Nm^i honoat'd tha 
opini(»i lb ^ aK to coantenance ic 
Thi$ philofopho- though that the Usi- 
CariBns af goed more modamatically tian 
^PK do. But the mcft Anguine Akkkr 
for ATKUiifm is ^ ilhiftrioiu Dr.GEcnt 
This man is rigidly virtaoos, xod oft 
cnild dtfpotiiion j is more iond vS bit 
tuMib tfian defiioos of propagating tibemi 
ftnd abkitVd& entireiy ui pnibleim and 
calculations, tiiat he is « moK mxSamag 
machine, 

Ta h» who mote a iboak whkh is 
xtmch •dteeoi'd mtid little andearftood, m 
tiie cxiAebOe of Godj imd another jnornc 
faflelligible, bot pretty imch oontemnad, 
■<ai the truth of ^CfariftiaRi Rhgioa. 

He never etigag'd in fchab&ic ^■^ 
puces, 'whidi our fnkiiid calls veneraUe 
trifles. He only paMifti'd a work oo*- 
ta^ing aU the leflimomes of dsc prini- 
tive ages, for and againll the UaitanaMs, 
land leaves to the reader the coontiag of die 
voices, apd the liberty of iijniiing a ja^- 
ment. 
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ment. This book won the dodtor a great 
number of partizans, and loft him the 
See of Canterbury : But in my humble 
opinion, he was out in his calculation, 
and had better haVe been Primate of 
all England^ than meerly an Arian par- 
fon. 

You fee that opinions are iubjedl to 
f evolutions as well as Empires. Arianifm 
after having triumph'd during three ceii- 
turieSj and been forgot twelve, rifes at 
laft out of its own afhes; but it has chofe 
a very improper fcafon to make its ap- 
pearance in, the prcfent age being quite 
cloy'd withr' difputes and Sefts. The 
members of this Seifl are, befides, too few 
to be indulg'd the liberty of holding pub- 
lic aflemblies, which however they will 
doubtlefs be permitted to do, in cafe thdy 
fpread confiderably. But people are now 
fo very cold with refpeft to all things of 
this kind, that there is little probability 
any new religion, or old one that may be 
reviv'd, will meet with favour. Is it not 
whimfical enough that Luther^ Cahin 
and Zuinglius, all of 'em wretched au- 
thors, Ihould have founded Sedts which 
E are 
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arc now fpread over a great part of Eu- 
rope -y that Mahomet J tho' fo ignorant, 
fhould have given a religion to Afia 
and jifrica; and that Sir JJaac Newton, 
Dr. Clark, Mr. Lode, Mr.Le Clerc &c. 
the greateft philofophers, as well as the 
ablefl writers of their ages, fliould fcarce 
have been able to raife a little flock, 
which even decreafes daily. 

This it is to be born at a proper pe- 
riod of time. Were Cardinal je Retz to 
return again into the world, neither his 
eloquence nor his intrigues would draw 
together ten women in Paris. 

Were Oliver Cromwell, he who be- 
headed his Sovereign and feiz'd upon the 
kingly dignity, to rife from the dead, 
he wou'd be a wealthy city trader, and 
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LETTER VILI. 

O W T B t 

Parliament, 



THE Mtfniber3ofthe£M^/^Par- 
liamcDt are fond of comparing 
themfelvcs to tlie old Romans. 
Not lon^ fince, Mr. Sbippen open'd 
a fpieech in ^e lioufe of Commons with 
fhefe words, 'the Majejiy of the People of 
■England would be wounded. The fingu- 
krity of the cxpreffion occafiori'd a loud 
latfgh ; but this Gendenian, fo far from 
being difconccrted , repeated the faftic 
<ebrds with a refolutc tone of vftice, and 
tiie laugh ceas'd. In my opinibii, the 
Maje!fty of the people of England has no- 
thing in cotAifititi "(Cith that of liie people 
E 2 * ■«£ 
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of Rome, much lefs is there any affinity 
between their governments. There is in 
London a Senate, ibme of the members 
whereof are accus'd, (doubtlefs very un- 
juftly) of feUing their voices on certain 
occafions, as was done in Rome', this is 
the only refcmblance. Befides, the two 
nations appear to me quite oppolite in 
charaifter, with regard both to good and 
evil. The Romans never knew the 
dreadful folly of religious Wars, an. abo- 
mination referv'd for devout Preachers of 
patience and humility. Marius and 5^/- 
/(7, Cafar and Pompey, Anthony and 
Augujius , did not draw their fwords 
and fet the world in a blaze, merely to 
determine whether the Flamen fhould 
wear his fliirt ovpr his robe, or hia 
robe over his Ihirt; or whether the ia- 
cred Chickens flioald eat and drink, or 
eat only, in order to take the augury. 
The Englijh have hang'd one another 
by law, and cut one another to pieces 
in pitch battles, for quarrels of as tri- 
fling a nature. The Sedfe of the Epifcopa- 
rians and Pre(byterians quite diftradted 
theie very ferious Heads for a time. But 
I fan- 
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I fancy they'll hardly ever be fo filly a- 
gain, they feeming to be grown wifer 
at their own expence j and I don't per- 
ceive the leaft inclination in them to 
murther one another merely about fyllo- 
gifins, as fome Zealots among them 
once did. 

• But here follows a more eiTential dif- 
ference between Rome and England , 
which gives the advantage entirely to 
the latter, •viz/, that the civil wars of 
Rome ended in flavery, and thofe of the 
Englijb in liberty. The Engiijh are 
the only people upon earth who have 
been able to prefcribc limits to the po- 
wer of Kings by relifting them ; ■ and 
who, by afcries of flruggles, have at 
laft eftablifla'd that wife Government, 
where the Prince is all powerful to do 
good, and at the fame time is reftrain'd 
from committing evil ; where the Nobles 
ar ^ gr eat without infolence, tho' there 
are nd Vafials ; and where the People 
fhare in the government without Cfinfii- 
flon. 

Th e houfe of Lords and that of the 

Commons divide the legiilative powcc 

E -3 under. 
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under the King, but the ZZomjn^ had oo 
fuch balance. The Patricians and Flcr 
beian& in Rome were perpetually at va- 
riance, and there was no intermedia^ 
Power to reconcile them. The Roman 
Senate who were fo unjuftly, fo crimi- 
nally proud, as not to fufftr thp Ple- 
beians to fhare with them in. any thing, 
cou'd find no other artifice to keep Uu 
latter out of the Adminiikation than h^ 
employing them in foreign wars. Thsg 
coniider'd the Plebeians as a wild beal^ 
whom it behov'd them to let loofe op(»i 
theis neighbours, for fear they {bould de? 
vour their mafters. Thus the greateflt 
defeft in the Governmcitf of the Romans 
rais'd 'cm to be Conquerors. By being 
unhappy at home, they triumph'd over, 
and pofleis'd themfelves of the world, till 
at laft their divilions funk them to Sla^ 
very. , 

The government of Er^land will 
never rife to fo exalted a pitch of glory, 
nor v^iU its end be fo fatal. The En>- 
glijh are not fir'd with the fplendid fol- 
ly of making conquefh, but would only 
prevent their neighbours from conquering. 
They 
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They are not only jealous of their own 
lAherty, but even of that of other na- 
tions. The Etiglijh were e:Kfperatei3 a- 
gainft Lewis the Fourteenth, for no o- 
ther reafon but becaafe he was ambiti- 
ous i and dectar'd war agalnft him mere- 
ly out of levity, not from any intercfte4 
motives. 

The EngUp have doubtl^s purchas'd 
their Liberties at a very high price, and wa- 
ded thro' feas of blood to drown the Idol 
of arbitrary Power. Other nations have 
been involv'd in as great calamities, and 
have fhed as much blood; but then 
the blood they fpilt in defence of their 
Liberties, . only enflaved them the more. 

That w-hich rifes to a Revolution in 
England is no more than a Sedition in 
other countries. A city in Spain ^ in 
Barbary^ or in 'Turkey^ takes up arms in 
defence of its Privileges, when immedi- 
ately 'tis ftorm'd by mercenary Troops, 
'tis punifh'd by Executioners, and the reft 
of the Nation kifs the chains they are 
loaded with. The French are of opini- 
on, that the government of this Ifland 
E 4 is 
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is more tempcftuous than the fca which 
furrounds it, which indeed is true ; but 
then 'tis never So but when the King 
raifes the ftorm ; when he attempts tq 
feize the Ship of whicli he is only the 
chief Pilot. The civil wars of France 
lafted longer ; were more cruel, and pro- 
dufliive of greater evils than thofe of 
England: But none of thefe civil Wars 
had a wife and prudent Liberty for their 
objeft. 

In the deteftable Reigns of Charles 
the ninth, and Henry the third, the 
whole iSdJt was only whether the people 
ftiould be flaves to the Guifes. With rcr 
gard to the laft war of Parls^ it delerves 
only to be hooted at. Methinks I fee a 
a croud of School-boys rifing up in arms 
againft their Mafter , and afterwards 
whipp'd for it- Cardinal (le Retz^ who 
was witty and brave, but to no purpofe ; 
rebellious without a caufe ; faiftious 
.without defign, and head of a defence- 
lefs Party, caball'd for caballing fake, 
and feem'd to foment the civil War 
jr.ercly out of diverHon, The Parlia- 
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fnent did not know what he intended, 
nor what he did not intend. He levied 
troops by adt of Parliament, and the 
next moment cafliier'd them. He 
threatned, he begg'd pardon; he fet a 
price upon Cardinal Mazarine's head, 
and afterwards congratulated him in a 
public manner. Our civil wars under 
Charles the lixth were bloody and cruel, 
thofe of the League execrable, and that 
of the • Frondeurs ridiculous. 

That for which the French chiefly 
reproach the EngUfi Nation, is, the 
murther of King Charles the Firft, whom 
his fubjefts treated exactly as he wou*d 
have treated them, had his Reign been 
profperous. After all, confider on one 
fide, Charles the firft defeated in a 
pitch'd battle,.. imprifon'd, try'd, fen- 
tenc'd to die in Wefiminjler-ball , and 
then beheaded : And on the other, the 
Emperor Hf»ry the fcvcnth, poifon'd by 

" frandeuTi, m Ks proper fenfe Slingen , and figura- 
tively >iCflc;/Arj, or lovers of contradiflioni wai a name 
givCTi to a league or priy that oppos'd ihe Freucb jniniftjj-, 
i.e. Cjrdical MJzarw in 164s- ^^tochfauh't^itiaom. 

his 
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his chaplain at his receiving the lacrament> 
Renry die third ftabb'd by a Monk* 
thirty afiaiOnations proje^d againft Hen- 
ry the foordi; fcveral of diem put in 
execution, and the laft bereaving that 
great Monarch of his life. Weigh, I 
fa-fy all the& wicked attempts, and tliea 
jndgc 
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LETTER IX. 

ON TH E 

Gov E RN M E N T- 



THAT Hiixtorein ihcEt^li/hgo- 
Ternmentj that hannQnjr betwe^i 
King, Lcx-ds and CcHXunons, did 
not always iabfift. England was enflav'd 
&c a long f^ks of years by the Romans^ 
the Saxons, the Daxei, and the Frertcb 
iiicceilively. William the conqueror par-r 
ticularfy rul'd them with a rod of \tovu 
He difpoe'd as absolutely of the lives 
and &>rtunes of his conquer'd j!ubje6s as 
an eaftern Monarch ; and f(x'bi4 upon 
jpain of death, "^he EngHJb both fire or 
candle in their houfes after eight a 
clock; whether he did this to prevent 
their 
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their normal meetings, or only to try, 
by this odd and whimiical prohibition, 
how far it was poffible for one Man to 
extend his power over his fellow Crea- 
tures. 'Tis true indeed that the EngUJh 
had Parliaments before and after JVil- 
liam the Conqueror i and Aey boaft of 
them, as tho* thefe aHemblies then call'd 
Parliaments, compos'd of ecclefiaftical 
Tyrants, and of plunderers entitled Ba- 
rons, had been the guardians of the puh- 
lick liberty and happinefs. 

The Barbarians who came from the 
Ihorcs of the Bauicky and fettled in the 
reft of Europe, brought with them- the 
form of government call'd States or Par- 
liaments, about which fo much noifc is 
made, and which are fo little underftobd. 
Kings indeed were not abfolute in thofe 
days , but then the people were more 
wretched upon that very account, and 
more completely enflav'd. The Chiefs 
of thefe favages who had laid wafte 
France^ Italy, Spain and England, made 
themfclves Monarchs. Their generals di- 
vided among themfelves the fcveral coun- 
tries they had conqaer'd, whence fprung 
thofe 
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thofe Margraves, thofe Peers, thofe Ba- 
rons, thole petty Tyrants, who often 
contefted with their Sovereigns for the 
ipoils of whole nations. Thefe were 
birds of prey, fighting with an Eagle for 
Doves, whofe blood the Vi^orious was 
to fuck. Every nation, inftead of being 
govem'd by one Mafter, was trampled 
upon by an hundred Tyrants. The priefts 
ibpn play'd a part among them. Before 
this, it had been the fate of the Gauls, the 
Germans and the Britons, to be always 
govmi'd by their Druids, and the Chiefs 
of their villages, an ancient kind of Ba* 
rons, not fo tyrannical as their fuccef- 
fors. Thefe Druids pretended to be me- 
diators between God and man. They 
enadted laws, they fulminated their ex- 
communications, and fentenc'd to death. 
The Bifhops fucceedcd, by infcnfible de- 
grees, to their temporal authority in the 
Goib and Vandal government The 
Popes fet themfelves at their head, and 
arm'd with their Briefs, their Bulls, 
and reinforc'd by Monks, they made 
even Kings tremble; depos'd and aflaf- 
iOnatcd them at pleafure, and cmploy'd 
every 
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every aftifice to draw into dKir own 
pur^ monies from at! parts of Europe. 
The weak Ina, one of Ae grants of 
the Saxon Heptarchy in England, TVas 
ihe &ft Monarch tlut fobmitted, in his 
pilgrimage to Rome, to pay St. Peter's 
penny (equivalent very near to a French 
crown) for every houfe in his ddminiom. 
The whole Ifland foon follow'd his ex- 
ample i England became inlenfibly one 
of the Pope's provinces , and the holy 
Father us'd to fend from lime to time 
his Legates thither to levy cxofbitarft 
taxes. At laft King y^bn delivet'd ap 
by a public inftniment, the Kingdom of 
England to the Pope, Who had excom- 
municated him} but &e Barons not find- 
ing their account in this reifignation, de- 
thron'd tibe wretched King Jebn and 
feated Lewis , fether to St. Lewis King 
of France in his place. However diey 
wK'e foon weary of their new Monarch, 
and accordingly (Alig'd him to return 
h&ck to France. 

Whilst that the Barons, the BHhc^ 
and the Popes, all kid waile England, 
where all were £or r^ing; the mdl mu 
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mcrous, the ihoft ufeKiil, even the cioft 
virtuous, and confequently Uw moft ve- 
nerable part of mankind, conTifting rf 
thole who ftudy the laws and the ici- 
encesi of traders, oF artificers, ia a 
word, of all who vttre not tynuits.} 
that is, thofe who are call'd the people^ 
thele, I fay, were by them look'd upoa 
as fo many animals beneath the dignitjr 
of the human fpedes. The Commons 
in thofe ages were far from fliaring in 
the government, they being Fillains or 
Peafants whofe labour, whoie blood were 
the property of their MaiUrs who en- 
titled thendelves the Nobility. The major 
part of men in Europe were at that time 
what they are to this day in feveral 
parts of the world, tbcy were Villains 
or Bondfmen of Lords, that is, a kind of 
cattle bought and fold with the land, 
^any ages part away beibre JuAIce coa'd 
lie done to human namre; before man- 
kind were confcioas, that '-twas abomina- 
ble numbers Haould ibw, and but &w 
reap : And was not Frame vety happy, 
when the power and authority of thofe 
petqr Robbers was abolilh'd by the law- 
fUl 
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lul autbori^ of Kings and of the PeO- 

pic ? 

Happily in the violent fliocks 
which the divifions between Kings and 
the Nobles gave to empires, the chains 
of Nations were more or Icfs heavy. Li- 
berty, in England^ fpning from the 
quarrels of Tyrants. The Barons forc'd 
King John and King Henfy the third, 
to grant the famous Magna Chart a t 
the chief defign of 'which was indeed' 
to make Kings dependant; tin the Lords , 
but then the* fell of the nation were a 
little favour'd in it, in order that they 
might join, on proper occaiions, widi 
their pretended Mafters. This great 
Charter which is confider'd as the facred 
origin of the Englip Liberties, ftiews in 
it felf how little Liberty was known. 

The Title alone proves, that the King 
thought he had a juft right to be abfo- 
lute; and that the Barons, and even the 
Clergy forc'd him to give up the preten- 
dsd right , for no other reafon but be- 
caufe they were the molt powerful. 

Magna Charta begins in this Aile> 
We grant, pf our own free -will, the fol- 
lowing 
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tanking Frivileges to the Archbijbops, Bt- 
Jhopif Pricrs and Barons of our Ktrtg- 
ddm, 5cc. 

The Houfe of Commons is not 
once mention'd in the Articles of this 
-Charter, a Proof that it did not yet 
eyift, or that it exifted without Power. 
Mention is therein made, by name, of the 
Freemen of England^ a melancholy Proof 
that fome were not fo. It appears by 
the thirty fecond Article, that diefe pre* 
tended Freemen ow'd Service to dieir 
Lords. Such a Liberty as this, was not 
many removes from Slavery. 

By article XXI, the King ordains th»t 
hie Officers fhall not . henceforward feizo 
upon, unlefs they pay for them, thg 
Horfes and Carts of Freemen. The Peo- 
ple confider'd this Ordinance as a real 
Liberty, tho' it was a greater Tyranny. 
Henry the feventh, that happy- Ulurper 
and great Politician, who pretended to 
love the Borons, the' he in reality hated 
and fear'd them, got their Lands aliena- 
ted. By this means the Villains^ after- 
wards acquiring Riches by their Indu- 
ftry, purchas'd the Eftates and Country.. 
F Seats 
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Seats of the illuftrious Peers who had- 
niin'd themfelves by their Folly and Ex- 
travagance, and all the Lands got by in- 
fenfible Degrees into other Hands. 

The Power of the Houfe of Commons 
increas'd every Day. The Families of 
the ancient Peers were at laft extindj 
and as Peers only are properly noble in 
England, there would be no fiich thing 
in ftri(3:nefs of Law, as Nobility in 
that Ifland, had not the Kings created 
new Barons from Time to Time, and 
prcferv'd the Body of Peers, once a 
Terror to them, to oppofe them to the 
Commons fince become fo formidable. . 

All thefe new Peers who compofe 
the higher Houfe, receive nothing but 
their Titles from the King, and very 
few of them have Eftatcs in thofe Places 
whence they take their Titles. One Ihall 
be Duke of D— the' he has not a Foot 
of Land in Dorfetjhire ; and another is 
' Earl of a Village, tho' he fcarce knows 
where it is fituated. The Peers have 
Power, but 'tis only in the Parliament 
Houfe. 

There 
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There is no luch thing here, as 
* bautSt moyenne, & bajfe juJUce^ that is, 
a Power to judge in all JVLitters civil and 
criminal; nor a Right or Privilege of 
Hunting in the Grounds of a Citizen, 
\vho at , the fame time is not permitted 
to fire a Gun in his own Field. 

No one is exempted in this Country 
£rom paying certain Taxes, becaufe he 
is a Nobleman or a Prieft, All Du- 
ties and Taxes are fettled by the Hgt^ 
of Connnons, whofe Power is greater 
than that of the'Peers, tho' inferiour to 
it in dignity. The ipiritual as well as 
temporal Lords have the Liberty to re- 
je«a a Money Bill brought in by the 
Commons,' but they are not allow'd to 
. alter any thing in it, and mfuft either 
pals or throw it out without Reftridlion. 
When the Bill has pafs'd the Lords 



* La haute jufiiei, i> that of > Lord, vAo haa Power to 
fiaueace ca.^taSy, ind to jui^ge of all dnTes civil and 
criminal, thofe rf the Crown excepted. La msyemie ju- 
fiitt, \» empower'd to judge of Adions relaiing Co Guat- 
dianihipe, and Offeocei. La b«ffi juftUt takes Cogniiance 
of the Fees due to the Iy>rd, of the Havock of BeaSa, 
and of Offences. The majtew jujiiu a imaginarv, «n4 • 
there is perhaps no lafiancc of it* ever being put lu £«■- 
cutioii. 

F 2 and 
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and is fign'd by the King, then the 
whole Nation pays, every Man in pro^ 
portion to his Revenue or Eftate, not 
according to his Title^ which would be 
abfurd. Thftre is no luch thing as OA 
arbitrary Subfidy or PoU-Tax, bttt a 
real Tax on the Lands, of all which 
an Eftimatc was made in the Reign of 
the femous King William the Third. 

The Land-Tax continues' fl^U tipoh 
the fame foot, tho' the Revenue of the 
Lands is increas'd. Thus no one h 
tyranniz'd over, and every one is eafy. 
The Feet of the Peafants are not bniis'd 
by wooden Shoes; they eat white Bread, 
arc wellcloath'd, and are not afraid of 
increafing their Stock of Cattle, nor of 
tiling their Houfes, from any Apprehen- 
fions that their Taxes will be rais'd the 
Year following. The annual Income 
of the Eftates of a great many Com- 
moners in England^ amounts to two hun- 
dred thouiandLivres; and yet thefe dou*t 
think it beneath them to plough the 
Lands ^hich enrich them, and on which 
they enjoy their Liberty. 

LETTER X. 
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LETTER X. 

T R APE. 

As Trade enrich'd the Citizens in 
Englandj (o it contributed to 
theif Freedom, apd ^s Free- 
dom on the other Side extended their 
Commerce, whence arofe the Grandeur 
of ^ State. Trade rais'd by infeniible 
Df^ees the naval Power, whfch gives 
the Englijh a Superiority over ;he Seas, 
ai)dthey now are Mafters of very near two 
hundred Ships of War. Pofterity will very 
poffibly be furpriz'd to hear that an Ifland 
;whofc only Produce 15 a Uttlc Lead. Tin, 
Fuller's Earth, and coarfe Wool, fhould 
become fo powerful by its Comnierce, 
«j to be able to &nd in 1723, three 
F 3 Fleets 
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Fleets at the fame Time to ^ee difie- 
rent and far diibmc'd Parts of the 
Globe. One before Gibraltar^ conquer'd 
and ftill poflefs'd by the Engli/b; a fe- 
cond to Porto Belh^ to difpolHs die 
King of Spain of tht Trfeafures of the 
Weft-Indies; and a third into the Bal- 
tick, to prevent the Northern Powers 
from coming to an Engagement 

At the Time when Lewis XIV 
made ' all Itafy tremble , and that his 
Armies, which had already poflefs'd 
themfelves of Servoy and Piedmont^ were 
upon the Point of taking I'urini Prince 
Eugene was oblig'd to march from the 
Middle of Germany in order to fuccxmr 
Savoy. Having no Money, without 
which Cities cannot be either taken or 
defended, he addrels'd himfelf to fpme 
Englijb Merchants. Thefe, at an Hour 
and half's Warning, lent him five Mil- 
lions, whereby he was enabled to 
deliver Turin, and to beat the French i 
after which he wrote the following 
fliort Letter to the Perfons who had dif- 
burs'd him the abovemention'd Sums : 
*' Gentlemen, 1 have receiv'd your Mo^ 
" ney. 
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« ney, _ and flatter my felf that I have 
" laid it out to your Satisfadion." Such 
a Circumftance as this raifes a juft Pride 
in an Engltjh Merchant, and makes him 
prefume (not without fome Reafon) to 
compare himfclf to a Roman Citizen ; 
and indeed a Peer's Brother does not 
think Traffic beneath him. When the 
Lord 'Town/kenJ was Minifter of State, 
a Brother of his was content to be a City 
Mfcrchant ; and at the Time that the 
Earl of Ox/or J govern'd Great-Britain, 
his younger Brother was no more than 
a Faiftor in Aleppo, where he chofe to 
live, and where he died. This Cu- 
ftom, which begins however to be laid a- 
fide, appears monftruous to Germans, 
vainly pufTd up with, their Extradiori. 
Thefe think it morally impoflible that the 
Son of an Englijh Peerihould.be no more 
than a rich and powerful Citizens, for all 
are Princes in Germany. There have'bcen 
thirty Highnefl*es of the fame Name, 
all whofe Patrimony confifted only in 
their Efcutcheons and their Pride. 

In France the Title of Marquis is 

giyen gratis to any one who will accept 

F 4 of 
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of itj and whofoever arrives at Paris 
from the midil of the moft remote Pro* 
vinces with Money in his Purfc, and z 
Name terminating in ac pr illet may 
ftnit about, and cry, fuch a Man as I| 
A Man of my Rank and Figure ! And 
may look down upon a Trader with fo- 
vcreign Contempt; whilft the Trader 
on the other Side, by thus often hearing 
his Profeffion treated fo difdainfully, is 
Fool enough to bluftj at it. However, 
I need not fay which is moft ufeful to a 
Nation i a Lord, powda*'d in the tip of 
die Mode, who knows exa^y at what a 
Clock the King rifcs and goes to bedj 
and who gives himfelf Airs of Grandeur 
and State, at the iame Time diat he is 
a£ling the Slave in the Anti-chamber of 
a prime MJniflsr; or a Merchant, who 
enriches his Country, diipatches Ordera 
from his Compting-Houie to Surat and 
Grand Cairo, and contributes to the Fe- 
licity of rfie World. 



LETTER 
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L E T T E R XI. 



INOCULATION. 



IT is inadvertendy affinn'd in the 
Chriftian Countries of Europe^ that 
the Englijh arc Fools and Madmen. 
Fools, becaufc th^ give their Children 
jhe Small-Pox to prevent their catching 
It; and Mad-men, becauie they wanton- 
ly communicate a certain and dreadful 
Diftemper to their Children, merely to 
prevent an uncertain Evil. The Eng- 
lijb^ on the other Side, call tht reft of 
the Europeans cowardly and unnaturaL 
Cowardly, becaufe they arc afraid of 
putting their Children to a little Painj 
unnatural, l)ecaufe they exjpole them to 
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die cme Time oc other of the Small-Pox. 
Bat diat the Reader may be able to 
judge, whether the Englijh or thofe 
who diHer from diem in opinion, are 
in the right, here follows the Hi- 
ftory of the fam'd Inoculation, which 
is mention'd with ib much Dread in 
France. 

The Circaffian Women have, from 
Time immemorial, communicated the 
Small-Pox to tl&ir Children when not 
ftbove fix Months old, by making an 
Incifion in the arm, and by putting in- 
to this Incifion a Puftlc, taken carcr 
folly from the Body of another Child. 
This Puftlc produces the fame ESeft in 
the arm it is laid in, as Yeft in a Piece 
of Dough: It ferments, and diffiiics 
through the whole Mafs of Blood," the 
Qualities mth which it is impregnated. 
The Puftlcs of the Child, in whom the 
artificial Small-Pox has been thus ino- 
culated , are employ'd to communicate 
the fame Diftcmper to others. There is 
an almoft perpetual Circulation of it in 
Circa£ia% and when unhappily the Small- 
Pox has quite left the Country, the In- 
habitants 
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habitants of it are in as great Trouble 
and Perplexity, as other Nations when 
their Harveft has fallen Ihort. 

The Circumftance that iiitroduc'd a 
Cuftom in Circqffia^ which appears fo 
fingular to others, is neverthelefs a Caufe 
common.to all Nations, I mean mater- 
nal Tendemefs and Intereft. ' 

The Circaffiam are poor, and their 
Daughters are bcautifiil, and indeed 'tis 
in them, they, chiefly trade. ■ They fur- 
nifli with Beauties, the '. Seraglios of 
the turhjb : Sultan, of the Ferfian 
Sophy, and of all thofe who are wealthy 
enough to.,purchiafe and- maintain fuch 
precious Merchandize. Thefe '■. Maidens 
are very honourably : and virtuoufly in- 
ftrufted to fondle and carels Menj are^ 
taught Dances of a very polite and effe- 
minate kind; and how to heighten by 
the moft voluptuous Artifices,^ the Plea- 
fures of their difdainful Mafters for 
whom they are defign'd. Thefe unhap- 
py Creatures repeat their Leffon to their 
Mothers, in die fame manner as little 
Girls among us repeat . their Catechifm, 
without underftanduig one Word they fay- 
Now 
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Now it often happen'd, that after a 
Father and Mother had uken the u6- 
moft Care of the Education of their 
Children, they were fhiftrated of all their 
Hopes in an Inftant. The Small-Pox 
getting into the Family, one Daughter 
died of it, another loA an Eye, a third 
had a great Nofc at her Recovery, and 
the unhappy Parents were completely 
min'd. Even frequently , when the 
Small-Pox became epidemical. Trade 
was fofpendcd for fevcrai Yeare, which 
thinn'd very confiderably the Seraglios 
of Perfia and Turkey. 

A TRADING Nation is always watch- 
ful over its own Intereih, and graips at 
every Difcovcry that may be erf" Advan- 
tage to its Commerce. The Cireajtans 
obferv'd, that fcarce cme Perfon in a 
Thoufand was ever attack'd hy a Small 
Pox of a violent kind. That fome in- 
deed had this Diftemper very favourably 
three or four Times, but never twice fo 
as to prove fetal j in a Word, that no 
one ever had it in a violent Degree 
twice in his Life. They obferv'd far- 
ther, that when the Smalt-Pox ifr of tha 
milder 
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milder Sort, and the Puftles have only 
a tender, delicate Skin to break thro"^ 
they neVer leave the leaft Scar in the 
Face. Ffom thefe naiufal Obfervations 
they concluded, that in caie an Iik 
£int of £x Months or a Year old, ftiould 
have a milder Sort of Small-Pox , be 
wou'd not die of it, would ndt be 
maric'd, ncft- be ievcr afflided with it *- 
gain. 

In order therefore to preferve the 
Life and BeaUty of their Children, the 
only Thing remaihing was, to giiw 
them the Small-Pc« in ^eir infant 
Years. This they did, by inoculating in 
the Body of a Child, a PuAte tdcen 
from the moft regular, and at the &me 
Time the moft fevouraWe Sort of Sft»U- 
Pox that could be procur'd. 

The Experiment cou'd not poOibly 
fail. The 2»r^, who ate People 6f 
good Senfe, foon adopted this Cuftom, 
inlbmach that at this Time there is not 
a BaOa in Cmftantinopky but commum- 
cates the Small-Pox to his Chiklren of 
both Sexes, immediately upon their be- 
ing wean'd. 

SOMS 
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SoMK pretend, that the Circdjfuaa 
boiTOW*d this Coftom anciently from 
the AraHam\ but we fiiaH l^ve the 
clearing up of this Point of Hiftory to 
fome learned Benedi^ne, who will not 
^1 to compile a great many Folio's on 
this Subjeft, widi'the feveral Proofe or 
Authorities. All I have to fay upon it, 
18, that in die beginning of the Reign 
of King George the Firft, the Lady 
Worthy Mount ague ^ a Woman of as 
fine a Cenius, and endu'd with as great 
a Strength of Mind, as any of her Sex 
in the Britijb Kingdoms, being with 
her Hufband who was Ambaflador at 
the Port, made no icruple to communi- 
cate the Small-Pox to an In^t of 
which ihe was deliver'd in Conftanti- 
nople. The Chaplain reprefented to his 
Lady, but to no purpofe, that this was 
an unchriftian Operation, and therefore 
that it cou'd fucceed with none but 
Infidels. However, it had the moft 
happy Effeft up(m the Son of the Lady 
Worthy Mountague, who, at her Rfr- 
^rn to England^ communicated t& 
Exp^iment to die Princeis of Wales , 
now 
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now Queen of England. It mnft be 
confeis'd that this Princefs, abftrafijed 
fi;om her Crown and Titles, was bom 
to encourage the whole Circle of Arti^ 
and to do good to Mankind. She ap- 
pears as an amiable Philofopher on the 
Throne, having never let flip one Op- 
portunky of improving die great Ta- 
lents flie recciv'd frMn Nature, nor of 
exerting her Beneficence, 'Tis fhe, 
who being inform'd that a Daughter 
of Milton was living , but in miferable 
Circumflances , immediately ient her a 
confidci:abIe Prefent. 'Tis ihe who pro- 
tedls the learned Father Courayer. *Ti8 
Ihe who condescended to attempt a Re- 
conciliation between Dr. Clark and Mr. 
Leibnitz. The Moment this Princeis 
heard of Inoculation, flie caus'd an 
Experiment of it to be made on four 
Criminals fentenc'd to die, , and by that 
means preferv'd their Lives doubly j 
for (he not only fav'd them from rfie 
Gallows, but by means of this arti- 
ficial Small-Pox, prevented their ever 
having that Diftemper in a natural 
Way, with which they would very 
probably 
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probably have been attack'd one H'xaai 
or other,, and nti^t have died of in a 
more advanc'd Age. 

The Princefe being aiTar'd of the 
Uiefulnefs of this Operatiop, cap&'d 
her own Children to be inoculated. ^ 
great Part of die Kingdom foUow'd her 
Example, and jQnce that Tune ^ 
thwiiand Children, at leaft, of Perfoqi 
of Condition owe in this Maxina* their 
Lives to her Majeily, and to the Ladjr 
WortUy Mountague; and ^s many of 
the Fair Sex are oblig'd to them lor 
their Beauty. 

Upon a general Calculation, threefcoce 
Pcrfons in every hundred have the Small- 
pox. Of thefc threefcore, twenty d^e 
of it in the mofl favourable Seafon of 
Life, and as many more wear the dif- 
^jreeable Remains of It in their Face» fo 
long as they live. Thus, a fifth Part V 
Mankind either, die, or are disfigur'd 
by this Diftemper. But it docs not prove 
fatal to fo much as one , among tho& 
who are inoculated in Turkey or in Eng" 
knd^ unleis the Patient be infirm , or 
v^Quld have died had not the Expert. 
ment 
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been msdp upoa him. BefideSi 
Olo one b disfigur'd, no one Jus the 
Snaall-Pox a fecond Time, if the Inocu- 
lation was perfea. 'Tis therefore cer- 
tain, that had the Lady of fomc French 
Amboflador brought dils Secret frotn 
Confiantia^le to Paris, the Nation woal4 
ha^ b«n' for ever oblig'd to her. Then 
the Puke de VilUquier, Father to the 
Duke {tAumonU who enjoys the moft vi^ 
gorpus ConftitutioDi and is the healthieft 
Man. in France, would not have been 
cut off in the Flower of his Age. 

The Prince of Bmbife, happy in the 
fineft Fluih of Health, would not have 
been ihatch'd away at five and twenty; 
nor the Dauphin, Grandfadier to Lemii 
the Fifteenth, have been laid in his 
Grave in his fiftieth Year. Twenty thou- 
fand Perfons whom the SmalUFox fwept 
away at Farii in 1723, would have been 
alive at this Time. But are not the 
French fond of Life, and is Beauty Qi 
inconllderable an Advantage as to be dil^ 
regarded by the Ladies ! It mull be con- 
fefs'd that we are an odd kind of People. 
Perhaps our Nation will imitatCj ten Years 
G hence, 
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hence, this Pradtice of the Englijb, If 
the Cler^ and the Phyficians will but 
give them Leave to do it: Or poffibly 
our Country Men may introduce Inocu- 
lation three Months hence in France out 
of mere whim, in cafe the Englijb fliould 
difcontinue it thro' Ficklcnefe. 

I AM inform'd that the Cbinefe have 
pradis'd Inoculation thefe hundred Years, 
a Circumftance that argues very much in 
its Favour, fince they are thought to be 
the wifcft and beft govera'd People in the 
World. The Chtnefe indeed don't com- 
municate this Diftempcr by Inoculation, 
but at the Nofc, in the fame Manner as 
we take Snuff. This is a more agreeable 
way, but then it produces the like Ef- 
fects ; and proves at the fatue Time, that 
had Inoculation been praftis'd in France^ 
'twould have fav'd the Lives of Thoa- 
fands. 
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^.yCoOglC 



tit English Nation. 8j 



LETTER XII, 



Lord BACON. 



NOT long fince, the trite and 
frivolous Queftion following was 
debated in a very polite and 
learned Company, viz. who was the 
greateftMan, Cafar^ JUxander^ "Tamer- 
Une^ Cromwelly &c. 

Some Body anfwer'd, that Sir Jfaac 
Newton excell'd them all. The Gen- 
tleman's Affertion was very juft ; for if 
true Greatoefe confifts in having receiv'd 
from Heaven a mighty Genius, and in 
having emptoy'd it to enlighten our 
own Minds and that of others j a Man 
like Sir I/aac Newton , whofe equal is 
G 2 hardly 
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iiardly -found in a tbouiand Years, is the 
truly great Man. And th(^ Pditlcians 
and Con^ucTOTSt (and all ages produce 
fome) were generally {o many Qlui&ious 
wicked Men. That Man claim* txu 
Refped, who (»mmand& over Uie Minds 
of chc reA of the World by the Fofce of 
Truth, not thofc who cnflave their Fel- 
low Creatures} He who is acquainted 
with the pniverfc, not They who deface 
it. _ , " 

Since therefore you defire iro to pve 
you an Account of the fammis Fei:£>n- 
ages which England has given birth t^ 
I £|iaU begin with tot A Bacon ^ Mr. 
Locke t Sir Ifaac Nfwton, &c. . After- 
wards the Warriors and Mipifters of 
State iball come in their order. 

1 MUST begin with the celebrated Vif- - 
count Verulam , Ijoown in Eurof)c\ry 
the Name of Bacon, which was tfiat of 
liis Family. His Father had been Lord 
Keeper, and himiclf was a great many 
Years Lord Chancellor under King James 
the Firft. Nevertheless, amidft the in- 
trigues of a Court, and the Affairs of his 
txaJtcd Employment, which alone were 
enough 
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enough to cngrofs his whole Tune, he 
yet fbun4 fo-rnpch Lciforc for Study, as 
jo^^ma}^ him^f a great PhUojbpher, a 
jgood Hiftorian, and an elegant Wrkerj 
9nd a ftill m9rc Surprizing Cireom/bincie 
$«, that he liv'd in an Age in which the 
Art of writing ju{Uy,aqd elegant! jt was lit- 
^ known, much Xefk true PMlofopby. 
Lord Sacofi, as is the Fate of Man, was 
xni^re dkeaxid after his Dea^ than in his 
Xife-time. Hk Enemies were in the 
Britijb Court, and his Admirers were 
Foreignwii- 

When' the Marquis d'Effiat attended 
in England upon the Princeis Hm' 
rietta Mari(z^ Daughter to Henry the 
Fourth, whom King Charles the Flril 
had married , that Minifter went and 
vifited the Lord Bacon y who being at 
, that Time fick in his Bed, recciv'd hini 
with the Curtains Jhut clofe. You rc- 
fcmble the Angels, fays the Marquis to 
him; we hear thofe Beings fpoken of 
po'pctually, and we believe ^em fupe- 
riour to Men, but are never allow'd the 
C^oicifQlation to iiee them. 

G 3 Yov 
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Yoo know that tins gfiat Mtnil^t 
accus'd of a Crime very -unliccoinjfig' a 
. Philofispher, I mean Bribery and ^retor- 
tion. You know that he iffas ffgntenc^i 
by the Houie of Lords, tp pay a I^irie 
of about four hundred thoufand frencb 
Liyres; to lofe his Peerage aiid h« 
Dignity of Chancellor. But in -^&pt^ 
fent Age, the Englijb revere hisftfe- 
mory fo iiich a Degree, that ftey j^fll 
fcarce allow him to have been gjiiilt)!^ .Jn 
safe you fhould, ait whljt ajjjt^.l^y 
Thoijghts on tliiji Head, I flij^I. OTifyrer 
you. "in the Words' which I "^eard tl^ 
Lord BoUnghroke ftle On" arioyier ^Clc^- 
'fion: Several-GeBtlemcn'Wbrd'l{ie^S%, 
in his Company, et" thij AiJince^Wtth 
which, the- .iMet'Dukc.- of .Jl&ca^ji^i 
. had been charg'd,, foine Ejoteples vshaie- 
of being given,. the,;Lord.:i?^>{ffe«it 
was appeal'd to, (Who having bceii.ip.fte 
^ppppfits Party, might perh^p^~';With- 
oiitthe Imputation of Indecency, 'have 
'been allow'd to clear up ■ that jVIattCT :) 
•« He was fo great -a Man, replietffiis 
■*' Lsrdfliip, that" I have 'ifor§3'' Bis 
.-'»!, Jf ices." . .,\ ' 

I SHALL 
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. . I s H A L L therefore confine . my, ^If 
to thpfc Things which fo juftly gain'd 
Jjord Bacon the Efteem of all Eutppe. 

The mofl: fingular, and the beft of 
all hi& Pieces, is that which,, at this 
Timfl, is the^moit uiefefs and the leaft 
read, I mean his Novum Sctentiarum Or- 
ganum. This is the Scaffold with which 
the new Philofophy was rais'dj and 
when the Edifice was built. Part of it at 
leaft, the ScaiFotd was no longer of 
Service.. " ^ '.' ' 

The Lord Btf«a was not yet ac- 
quainted with Nature, but then he knew, 
and pointed out, the feveral' Paths that 
lead to it. He had defpis'd in his 
younger Years the THingcall'd Philo- 
phy in the iJiiiverfities j and did all 
that lay in hw Pdwer to prevent thofe 
Societies of Men, inftituted to improve 
human Reafdn, frbin depraving it by 
their Quiddities, their Horrors of the 
Vacuum J their fubftantial Forms, and 
all thofe impertinent Terms which not 
only Ignorance haid rendred venerable , 
but which had been made facred, by their 
being ridiculoufly blended with Religion. , 
G 4 Hs 
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, IN-E is the Fadwr of ocperuhehtal 
Philofoph^. It- muft indeed tic con&la'd, 
that very fiirprizmg Sixrets had beta 
found out before his Time; The Sc*- 
Compafs, Printing, engraving cm Cdpf 
per Plates, Oil-Painting, L6okIng-Gk!^ 
&s i the Art of xefloring, in rome Mai<- 
Xure, old Men to thdr S^ht "by 5pcda- 
clcst Gun-Powder,' @(. had been diico- 
ver'd. A new World had. been fini^ 
for, found, and conquer'd. Would not 
one fuppofc that theie fuUime Difco^* 
rles had been made by the greatcft Phi- 
lofophcrs , and in Ages miidi more en- 
lightened dian the prefent P But 'twais 
far otherwile j all thefe great Changes 
faappen'd in die moft Ihipid and lar- 
■barous Times. Chance only gave Birth 
to inoft of thofc Inventions J. and 'tis ve- 
ry probable that what is call'd Chance, 
contributed very much to the, Difcovery 
of America i at leail it has .been always 
diought, that Cbrijiofber Colu'mhus un- 
dertook his V<^^,. merely on die Re- 
lation of a Captain of a Ship, wliich a 
Storm had drove as fiir Weftward as the 
Caribee Jflands. Be this as it will, Men 
had 
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haA ^'d round the WotU, and cou'd 
^cllrojr Cities 1^ an artificial Thunder 
more dreadful than the real one: Bu^ 
thien they were not acquainted ^widi the 
Circulation of die Blood, die Weigbt of 
the Air, die Laws of Motion, Ligh^ the 
Number of our Planets, &f. And t 
Man who maintain'd a Thelis da jlrijfo- 
W/s Cat^ories; on the univerikb a 
^rU ret, or Ibch like N<mien^ was 
look'd upon as a Prodi^. 

The moft aftonifliing, the moft nfefbt 
Inventions, are not dioie which reflet 
the greateft Honour on die human Mind. 
'Tis to a mechanical Inftind, which b 
found in many Men, and not to trqe 
Philofbf^y. that moft Arts owe their 
Ori^n. 

The Dilawcry of Fire, the Art of 
making Bread, of meltii^ and preparing 
Metals, of buildii^ Houfes, and the 
Invention of the Shuttle are infinitely 
more beneficial to Mankind than Print- 
ing or die Sea-CompaJIs : And yet thele 
A^s were invented by u&caltivated, la- 
vage Mea 

What 
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What a. prodigious ufe the Greekg 
and Romans made afterwards of Mecha- 
nicksl Neverthclcft, they belicT'd that 
there were cryjlal Heavens ; that the 
St^s were iinaU Lamps wh^ch fome- 
times ftU into the Sea; and poe of their 
greatest Philo&phers, after loi^ R&^ 
fcarches, found that the Stars were to 
many Flmts which had been detach'd 
from the Earth. , , 

In a Word, no one, before the Lord 
Baco»t was acquainted with experimental 
Philofophy, nor with the feveral phyfr- 
cal Experiments which have been made 
fince his Time. Scarce one of theqi 
but is hinted at in his Work, and 
he him&If had made feveral. He ma^e 
a kind of pneumatic Engine, by which 
he gjiels'd'the elafticity of the Air. He 
approach'd, on all Sides as it were, to the 
pifcovery of its Weight, and had very 
Bear attain'd it, but fome Time after Tth- 
ricelU fciz'd upon this Truth. In a little 
Time experimental Philofophy began to 
be cultivated on a ihdden in moft Parts 
of . Europe. 'Twas a hidden Treaiure 
?rluch ^c Lord Bocon had fome No- 
tion 
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tion of, and whidi all the Philofitphen, 
cftcourag'd fay his Promifcs, mdeavoui^d 
fo dig up. 

But that which furpriz'd me moft 
"WAS to read in his Work, in exprds 
Terms, &e new AttraAion, the Inrai- 
tion of which is afcribM to Sir Jfiue 
Nnvttn. 

We mail: iearch. Jays Lord Bacm, 
-whether there may not be a kind of 
magnetic Power, which operates be- 
tween the Earth and heavy Bodies, 
between the Moon and the Ocean, be- 
tween the Planets, &c. In another Place 
he lays, either heavy Bodies mull be 
parried towards the Center of die Earth, 
or muft be reciprocally attraAed by it{ 
and in the latter Cale 'tis evident, that 
the nearer Bodies, in their falling, draw 
towar(k the Earth, die ftronger Aey vffSL 
attrail one another. We moft, lays he, 
make an Experiment to lee whether da 
^i fame Clock will go laAer on dv 
Top of i Mountain or at the Bot- 
tom <£ a Mine. Whether t&: Struigdi 
of the Weights decrcalcR on the Moua-» 
t»in, ftp4 InCTcales in the Mine. Tii ~ 
probable 
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trftftive iPowtfr, 

This Fore-ninner ja PWlofophy wtt 
ftlfo flfk elegant Wntd*, an HiAorian and 

twit ■ . 

His moral Eflkys ar6 greadly cfleem'd, 
tnit thejr were drawn up ki dbe View c^ 
ioftra&mg rather than of pleating : And 
fcs ^wy are not a Satyr upon Mankind, 
like Rochtffoitcaults'i Maxims, ntx writ- 
ten tipbn a fceptical Plan, tike Monta- 
.gne't Ellays, th^ are not fo much read 
as' diole tWo kigenious Audiors. 

Mi$ Hiflory of Jl^ty the Sevendi 
wai lodc'd upon as a Mafter-'PiKe, bat 
how is it pofliWc that feme Perfons can 
prefume to compare fo litde a Wcx-k with 
die Hiftory of our ilbiftrious ftiuaniis? 

SfeAKing 4bc)ut the iamons Impo- 
ftor Perkiity Son to a converted * Jevi, 
wild afliun'd boldly the Name and Title 
of "Richard tl* Fourth, King of £»|^- 
■UtnSi at the liiftigation of the Duche6 
-«f Burgundy ; and triio difputed the 

• Jti» tt/tttk. 

■ Cfown 
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Crown with Hetiry die Seventh, the 
Lord Bacon writes as follows : 

*• At this Time the King b^n a- 
^ gain to be haunted with Sprites, hy 
** the Magick and curious Arts of this 
«< tAdy' Margaret i wl^o ra^ed up dip 
« Ghoft of Richard Duke of nrky fe- 
*' coad Son to Kiiig Edward the Fourth, 
*^ to walk and vex the King." * 

** Apti^r ittch Time as (he fM0rga~ 
" ret of Burgundy) {hoa^htht (Per- 
** kin Warbeck) was pcrfeft in his LcC- 
•' fppj^ ihe .began to caft t^ith her fclf 
** &om vi)xitC^Sk. x\m Blazi^-St^rre 
'** ihould jjrft appear, . and at wHt Time 
V it muil be juppn'the Horizon, of tre^ 
** land; for there had ,th« like ^Itteor 
•* l&ong Inflgenpp before." -|- 
' Metbink^ cqir fagapious 'Tbuitnus 
does pot give jntg fuch FuAian, which 
formally was. look'd upon as. Sublime > 
but in this Age is juftly pall'd Noofenfc. 

* TJi* HitloiY of the Reign oF King fUnrj \M S«ir«Dtl>. 
fsgttiz. LtnJuH, prinEed in 1 641. Folia. 
t liaa. /. 116. 

LETTER 
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orf 

Mr. LOCKE. 

PERHAPS no Man ever tiad d more 
judicious or more methodical Ge- 
nius, or was a more acute Logi-- 
eian than Mr. Loeke^ and yet he was not 
deeply fkill'd in the Mathematicks. This 
great Man could never iubjed himlelf 
to die tedious Fatigue of Calcnlatiom^ 
aor to the dry Purfuit of Mathematical 
Trutfis, which do not at firft prefent 
any ienfible Ob^eds to the Mind ; dnd 
no <»ic has given better Proofs than be, 
that 'ds poiTible for a Man to have a 
geometrical Head without the Afiiftance 
of Geometry. Before his Time, feve- 
ral great Philofophers bad declar'd, in 
the 
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the moll pofitivc Terms, what the Soul 
of Man is j but as thefe ablblute!y_knew 
nothing abcmt it, th^ might very wcU 
be allow'd to differ entirely in opinion 
from one another. . 

In Greece, the infant Scat of Arts 
and of Errors, and where the Grandeur 
as well as Folly of the human Mind 
went fuch prodigious Lengths, the Peo- 
ple us'd to rcafon about the -Soul in 
the very fame Manner as wc do. 

The divine jinaxagoras, in whofe 
Honour an , Altar was eredtod,' for his 
having taught. Mankind that the Sun 
sras , greater than Peloponnefus ^ that 
Snow was black, and that the Hea- 
vens were of Stone ; aiErm'd that the 
■SquI was an aerial Spirit, but at the 
lame Time immortal. . Diogenei, (not he 
who was a cynical Phiiofopher after hav- 
ing coyn'd bafe Money) declar'd that the 
Soul was a Portion of the Subftance of 
G"?dj an Idea which we muft confefs was 
very liiblime. Epicurus maintain'd that it 
was compos'd of Parts in the fame Man- 
ner as the Body. 

Aristotle 
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Axi&TOT!.! who bas faocn expQuo'4 
ft tboafimd Ways, becauie he ii uoio- 
teU^U^ wa» of Opiaipn, according tv 
fiune of his Difcip^ 'tlat the Uoder- 
flanding in all Men is one and the fine 
SubAance. 

The divine Piato» MaAer of the 
divine jkifiuUy and ^ divine Socrates 
Matter of the divine PiatOy us'd to £iy 
that the Soul was corporeal and etamal. 
No douU but the Demon c^ Socrafft 
had inftniAed him in die Nature of it. 
Some People, indeed, pretend, ^t * 
Man who boaftoA his b^g attended by 
a familiar Genliu^ muft infallibly be cl-r 
iha a Knave^or^ a Madman, bo^ thif 
kind of Pqi^Ie are feldom iatisfied with 
any Thing twt Reafon. 

With r^ard to. the Fadiers of the 
Chnrdi, icveral in the primitive Ages 
believ'd that the Soul was human, and 
the Angels and God corporeal. Men 
naturally improTc upon every Syftem. 
St. Bernard, as Father Mabillm confef- 
fes, Uught that the Soul after Death 
does not iee God in the cetelUal Regions, 
but converfes with Cbrifi'^ human Na- 
ture 
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tare only. Howcvtr , he was not bc- 
liev'd this Time on his bare Word ; the 
Adventure of the Crufade having a lit- 
tle funk the Ctedit t}f his Oracles. Af- 
terwards a thoufand Schoolmen arofe, 
fiich as die irrcfragaWc * DoiSor; the fub- 
til Doaor-f-, the angelic Dodtor |, the 
ieniphic I)o£torI(, and the cherubic 
Doftor, who -were all furc that they 
had a very clear and diftinft Idea of 
the Soul, and yet wrote in fuch a Man- 
ner, that one would conclude they were 
refolv'd no one fliould underftand a Word 
in their Writings. Oar Dis Cartes, born 
to difcover the Errors of Antiquity, and 
at the fame Time to fubftitute his own; 
. and hurried away by that fyftematic 
Spirit which throws a Cloud over the 
Minds of the greateft Men, thought he 
had dethonftrated that the Soul is the 
iame Thing as Thought, in the fame 
Muiner as Matter, in his Opinion, is 
the fame as Extenfion. He aliierted , 
that Man thinke eternally, and that the 

■• JUxMJer. it Haiti. f ■0««' Statu:. . J St. 5^*- 
mat. I St. BtHovinture. 

H Soul 
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Soul, at its comii^ into the Body, is in- 
form'd with the whole 'Series <^ meta- 
phyfical Notions; knowing God, infi- 
nite Space, pofleffing all abftraft Ideas; 
in a Word, completely endued wldi the 
moA fubllme Lights, which it unhap- 
pily foists at its iffuii^ from the 
Womb. 

Father Malhrancbe, in his fublime 
Illafions, not only admitted innate Ideas, 
but did not doubt of our livlc^ wholly 
in God> and that God is, as it were> our 
Soul. 

Such a Multitude of Reaibners ha- 
ving written the Romance of the Soul, 
a Sage at laft arofe, who gave^ with 
an Air of the greateft Modefty, the HI- 
flory of it. Mr. Locke has diiplay'd the 
human Soul, in the iame Afonner as 
an excellent Anatomift explains - the 
Springs of the human Body. He every 
where takes the Li^^t of PhyUckg fyt 
his Guide. He fcanetimes prelumes to 
fpeak affirmatively, but then he pre- 
fumes alio to doubt. Inftead of con- 
cluding at once what we know np^ he 
examines gradually what we wou'd 
know. 
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know. He taka an Infant at the In- 
jRont of his Birth > he traces, Step by 
Step, the Progreft of his Undcrftanding j 
examines what Things he has in com- 
mon with BeaAs, and what he poflefles 
^bove them. Above all he confulta 
Jhin^lf} the being confcious that he 
himfelf thinks. 

I «HALL leave, &ys he, to thofc who 
know more of this Matter than my felf^ 
the examiaing whether the Soul exifts 
before or after the Organization of our 
Bodies. But I omfeis that 'tis my Lot 
to be animated with one of thofe heavy 
Souls which do not think always j and I 
am even io unhappy as not to conceive, 
that 'tis more necelfary the Soul ihoald 
think perpetaally, than that Bodies ihou'd 
be for ever in Motion, 

With regard to my felf* I fhall 
boaft that I have the Honour to be as 
ftupid in this Particular as Mr. Laeke. 
No one (hall ever make me believe, that 
I think always; and I am as little in'- 
din'd as he cou'd be, to fancy diat fome 
Weeks after I was concciv'd, I was a 
very Icftmed Soulj knowing at that 
H 2 Time 
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Time a thousand Things which I for* 
got at my Birth; and poflefling when 
in the Womb, (the' to no Manner of 
Purpofc,) Knowledge which I kift the 
Inllant I had occafion for it ; and whicB 
I have never fincc been able to recover 
perfectly. 

Mk. Locke after having deftroy'd 
innate Ideas; after having fixHy rc- 
nounc'd the Vanity of believing rfiat wc 
think always; after having laid down, 
from the moft folid !Principles, that 
Ideas enter the Mind through the Senics ; 
having examin'd our fimple and com- 
plex Ideas J having trac'd the human 
Mind through its feveral Operations j 
having fliew*d that all the Languages 
in the World are imperfect, and the 
great Abufe that is made of Words eve- 
ry Moment ; he at laft comes to confi.- 
dcr the Extent or rather the narrow Li- 
mits of human Knowledge. 'Twas in this 
Chapter he prefum'd to advance, but ve- 
ry modeftly, the following Words, " We 
« fhall,' perhaps,, never be capable of 
** knowing, whether a Being, purely 
« material, thinks or not." This lage 
AlTer- 
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Affertion was, by more Divines than 
one, look'd upon as a fcandalous De- 
claration that the Soul is material and 
mortal. Some Englijhmen^ devout after 
their Way , founded an Alarm. The 
Superftitious are the fame in Society as 
Cowards in an Army j they themfclves 
are feiz'd with a panic Fear, and com- 
municate it to others. 'Twas loudly 
ejcclaim'd, that Mr. Locke intended to 
dcftroy Religion j neverthelefs, Religion 
had nothing to do in the Affair, it be- 
ing a Queftion purely Philofophical , 
altogether independent on Faith and Re- 
velation. 'M.r.Locke'% Opponents needed 
but to examine, calmly and impartially, 
whether the declaring that Matter can 
think, implies a Contraditftion; and whe- 
ther God is able to communicate Thought 
to Matter. But Divines are too apt to 
begin their Declarations with faying , 
that God is offended when People differ 
from them in Opinion ; in which they 
too much refemble the bad Poets, who 
us'd to declare publickly that Boileau 
fpake irreverently of Leneis the Four- 
t^aitb, becaufe he ridicul'd their ftupid 
H 3 Produ- 



^.iCooglc 



loi Letters concerning 
Produdions. Biihop Stillingfleef got thft 
Reputation of a calm and unpF^udic'4' 
Divincj bccaufe he did not expr^ly> 
make ufe of injurious Terms in his 
Difputc with Mr. Locke. That Divine 
entred the LiAs againft him, but wa$i 
defeated } for he argued as a Schoolman, ' 
and Locke as a Philofofrfwr, who Was 
perfe£tly acquainted with the ftrong as^ 
well as the weak Side of the human Mind, 
and who fought with Weapons whofe 
Temper he knew. If I might prefums 
to give my Opinion on fo delicate a 
Subject after Mr. Locke y I would iay, 
that Men have long ][di/puted aa the 
Nature and the Immortality of the Soul, 
With regard to its Immortality, 'tis im- 
poflible to give a Dcmonfb^tion of it, • 
iince its Nature is ftill the Subjedi of 
Controversy i which however muft be 
thoroughly undcrftood, before a Pcrfon 
can be able to determine whether it be 
immortal or not. Human Reafon is 1q 
kittle able, merely by its own Strength, 
XQ dcraonftratc the Immortality of the 
goul, that 'twas abfolutely necelTary Re-t 
■ ligioii fliould reTcal it to us. 'Tis of 
Advantage 
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Advantage to Society in general , that 
Mankind ihould believe the Soul to be 
immortal} Faith commands us to do 
this; nothing more is requir'd, and th& 
A^tttef is clear'd up at once. But 'tis 
otfaerwiie widi relpe£t to. its Nature ■ 
'cifi of little Importance to Religion, 
which only requires the Soul to be vir- 
tuous, what Subillance it may be made 
of. 'Tis a Clock which is given us to 
r^uiat^ but the ArtiA has not told us 
what Materials the Spring of this Clock 
is compos'd. 

I am a Body and, I think, that's all I 
know oE the Matter. Shall I afcribe to 
an unknown Caule, what I can fo ealily 
impute to the only fecond Caule I am ac- 
quainted with f Here all the School Phi- 
loft^hers interrupt me with their Ail- 
ments, , and declare that there is only 
Extenfion and Solidi^ in Bodies, and 
that there tiiey can have nothing but 
Motion and Figure. Now Motion, Fi- 
gure, Exten0on and Solidity cannot form 
a Thought, and consequently the Soul 
cannot be Matter. All this, fo often re- 
peated, mighty Series of Reafoning, a- 
H 4 mounts 
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mounts to no more than this ; I am ab^ 
iblutely ignorant what Matter is ; I guds, 
but impcrfeftly, fome Properties of it } 
now, I abfolutely cannot tell whether 
thefe Properties may be joyn'd to Thought. 
As I therefore know nothing, I maintain 
pofitively that Matter cannot think. In 
this Manner do the Schools reafbn. 

Mr. Locke addrefs'd thefe Gentlemen 
in the candid, fincere Manner following. 
At leaft confefs your felves to be as ig- 
norant as I. Neither your Imaginations 
nor mine are able to comprehend in what 
manner a Body is fufceptible of Ideas j 
and do you conceive becter In what man- 
ner a Subftance, of what kind focver, is 
fufceptible of them ? As you cannot com- 
prehend either Matter or Spirit, why 
will you preiume to aflert any thing ? 

The foperftitious Man comes after- 
wards, and declares, that all thoie muft 
be burnt for the Good of their Souls, 
who fo much as fufpeft that 'tis poffi- 
ble for the Body to think without any 
foreign Affiftancc. But what would thefe 
People fay ihould they themiclves be 
prov'd irreligious ? And indeed, what 
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Man can prefume to aflert, without b&- 
ing guilty at the lame time of the great- 
eft Impiety, that 'tis impoflible for the 
Creator to fonii Matter with Thought 
and Senfation? Confider only, I he^ 
you, what a Dilemma you bring your- 
felves into J you who confine in this 
Manner the Power of the Creator. 
Beafts have the fame Oi^ns, the fame 
Senlations, the fame Perceptions as we ; 
they have Memory, and combine certain 
Ideas. In cafe it was not in the Power 
of God to animate Matter, and inform 
it with Senfation, the Confequence would 
be, either that Beafts are mere Machines, 
or that they have a fpiritaal Soul. 

Methinks 'tis clearly evident that 
Beafts cannot be mere: Machines, which 
J prove thus. God has given them the 
very iame Organs of Senfation as to us : 
If therefore they have no Senfation, God 
has created a ufelefs Thing ; now ac- 
cording to your own Confeffion God 
^des nothing in vain; he therefore did 
not create fo many Oi^ans of Senfation^ 
merely for them to be uninform'd with 
l:his .Faculty; conf«quentIy Beafts are. 
not 
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not mere Madimcs. BeaAs, according 
to your Aflertion, cannot be animat^ 
widi a fpiritual Soul ; yon will there- 
for^ in fpig^ of your icl^ be reduc'd 
to this (Hily A£bttion, tjiz. that God 
has endued the Organs of Bealls, who 
are mere Miatter, with the Faculties 
of Seniation and Perception, [which joa 
call Inftin£t in then). Bat why may 
not God if he pleafes, ccHXuntmicate to 
ouf more delicate Organs, that Faculty 
of fteling , perceiving , and thinking , 
which we call human Reafon ? To 
whatever Side you torn, you are fotc'd 
to acknowledge yqur own Ignonmce, 
and the boundlefs P^wer of the Creator. 
Exclaim thercfrae no more againft die 
iage^ the modeft Philofophy of Mr. 
Locke t which fo faxUova interfering 
with Religion, would be of ufe to de^ 
monfh^te the Truth of it, in cafe Re- 
ligion wanted any fuch Support. For 
what Philofophy can be of a more reli- 
gious Nature dun that, which affirming 
nothing but what ic conceives cleadyj 
and confcious of ite own Weakness, <te- 
cjares that we muft always have recourfe 
to 
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to God in oar eicaminuig of the firft- 
^principles. 

Besides, we muft notbeappftshenftve, 
that any pluloibphtcal Opinion will ever 
}H«^udice the Religion of a Coentiy, 
Tfao' our Demonftrations clafb <tire^y 
with our Myftcries, that's nothing to tb& 
Porpofe, for the latter are not lefs rever'd 
up<»i diat Account by our .Cbriilian 
Philoibphersi who know very well that 
the Objefts of Reafon and thofc ai Faith 
are of a very di&rent Nature. Philo- 
ibfihers wiU never form a rel^ious St&^ 
tl^ Reafon of which is, their Writings 
are not calculated f<x the Vulgar, and' 
they tbemii^es arc free from Enthufiaikk 
If wc divide Mankind into twenty Parts, 
'twill be found that nineteen of thcfe con- 
fift of Pcrfons onploy'd in manual la- 
bour, -who will never know that fuch 
a Man as Mr. Z^ke exifted. In the 
remaining twentieth Part how few are 
Readers i And among fuch as are ib, 
twenty amuie themfelves with Romances 
to one who fhidies Philofophy. The^ 
thinkii^ Part of Mankind are confin'd to 
^ VCiy fmall Number ^ and thefe will 
never 
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never difturb the Peace and Tranquillity 
of the World. 

Neither Montagne^ Locke^ Bayle, 
Spinoza, Hehbes^ the Lord Sbaftjbury, 
Collins nor Poland lighted up the Fire- 
brand of Difcord in their Countries ; this 
has generally been the Work of Divines, - 
who being at fir A puff 'd up with the Am- 
bition of becoming Chiefs of a Sed, fo(»i 
grew very dcfirous of being at the Head 
of a Party. But what do ,1 fay ? All 
the Works of the modern Philofophers 
put together will never make fo much 
Noiie as even the Dilpute which aro& 
among the Francifcam, merely about 
the Falhion of their Sleeves and of tlwfH- 
Cowls. 
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LETTER XIV. 

O N 

DES CARTES 

AND 

Sir Isaac Newton. 



A Frenchman who arrives in 
LondonjWiW find Philofophy, like 
every Thing c!fe, very much 
chang'd there. He had left the World a 
plenum, and he now finds it a vacuum. 
At Paris the Univcrfe is feen, compos'd 
of Vortic« of fiibtile Matter; but nothing 
like it is feen in London. In France^ 'tis 
the Preffure of the Moon that caufes the 
■Tides J but in England *tis the Sea that 
gravitates 
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gravitates towards die Moon; lb that 
when you think that the Moon (hoiild 
make it Flood with us, thofe Gentle- 
men fancy it fliould be Ebb, which, 
very unluckily, cannot be prov'd. For 
to be able to do this, 'tis neceflary the 
Moon and the Tides fhoald have been 
enquir'd into, at the voy inftant of 
the Creation. 

you'Li, obfcrvc farther, that the Son, 
which in France is iaid to have nodiing 
to do in the A£^ir, comes in here' for 
Very near a quarter of its Afliftance. 
According to your CartefianSy every 
Thing is perform'd \f^ an Impulfion, 
of which we have very little Notion j 
and according to Sir Ifaac Newtm, 
'tre by an Attraction, the Caufe of which 
is as much unknown to us. At Paris 
you imagine that the Earth is fhap'd 
like a Melon, or of an oblique Fi- 
gure; at hmdon it bis an oblate oac. 
A Cartefian declares that Light exifb 
in the Air; but a Newtonian alerts that 
It comes frcmi the Sun in fix Minates 
and a half. The ieveral Operations of 
your Chymiftry are pofbim'd by Acid^ 
Alk^ies 
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■ Alkalies and fiibtile Matter^ but Attra- 
ction prevails even in Cl^nniftry among 
the EngHJb. 

The very £)&nee of Things is to- 
tally chang'd. You neither zse ^reed 
upon the Definition of the Soul, Bor 
<Xi- that of Matter. Defcartesy as I ob- 
-ieiVd in my laft, maintains that the 
Soul is the fame Thing \nth Thought, 
and Mr. Locke has given a pret^ good 
PKxrf* of the contrary. 

Descartes a0er& farther, that Ez- 
ttnfion alone conAitutes Matter, but Sir 
Ifaac ad4s Scdidity to it 

How fiirioully contouliaory are diefe 
Opinions I 

Nm mfirum inter vm tantai campemte 
lites. Virgil, Eclog.III« 

'TVj mt far m to end fuch ff-eat Dif- 
putes. 

This famous Newton, this Deftroyer of 
Has' Cartejan Syftem, died in Marci 
jimto lyij. His CouatiTmen honour*d 
him in his Life*Timej a^d interr'd him 
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36 tbo* he had been a King who had 

made his People happy. 

The Englijh read with the higheft 
Satisfaction, and tranflated into their 
Tongae, tlie Elogium. of Sir Ifaac 
Newton^ which Mr. de FonteaelU^ fpoke 
in the Academy of Sciences. Mr. de 
FmteneUf prefides as Judge over Philo- 
Ibphersj and die EngUJb expcded his 
Deciiion, as a folemn Dedaration of 
the Superiority of the Englijb Philofo- 
.phy over that of the French. But when 
'twas found that this Goitleman had 
compar'd Des Cartes to Sir Ifaac, the 
whole Royal Sociay in London roie up 
in Anns. So &r from acqulefcing with 
Mr. Fonteneiie's Judgment, th^ criti- 
cis'd his Difamrle. And, even feveral 
(who however were not the ableft Philo- 
phers in that Body) were offended at 
the Cpmparilbn ; and for no odier 
lleafon but becaufe Des Cartes was a 
Frencbman. 

It muft be confefs'd that thele two 
great Men differ'd very much in Con- 
du^ in Fortune, and in Pliilofophy. 

3 Naturs 
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Nature had indulg'd Dei Cartet a 
filming and ftrong Imagination, whence 
he became a very Angular Ferfon both 
in private Life, and in his Manner of 
Reafoning. This Imagination could not 
conceal it felf even in his philofophical 
Works, which are every where adorn'd 
with very Ihining, ingenious Metaphors 
and Figures. Nature had almoil made 
him a Poctj and indeed he wrote a 
Piece of Poetry for the Entertainment 
of Chriftina Qacen of Sweden, w^hich 
however was fupprefs'd in Honour to 
his Memory. 

He emlffac'd a Military Life for 
fome Time, and afterwards becoming 
a complete Philofopher, he did not 
think the Paffion of Love derogatory to 
his Charadtcr. He had by his Miftrefs . 
a Daughter call'd Froncine, who died 
young, and was very much regretted by 
him. Thus he experienc'd every Pai^ 
fion incident to Mankind. 

He was a long Time of Opinion, 

that it would be neceflary for him to 

fly from the Society of his Fellow 

Creatures, and efpecially from his na- 

I tive 
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tive Country , in order to ctiyxy tiie 
Happioefs of cultivating his philofbphi- 
cal Studies in full Liberty. 

Des Caktes was very right, for his 
Cotemporarics were not knowing enou^ 
to improve and enlighten his Under- 
ftanding, and were capable of littk el& 
than of giving him Uneafinds. 

He left France purely to go in fcarch 
of Trulh, which was then perfecuted 
by the wretched Philofophy of the 
Schools. However, he found that Rea- 
fon was as much di^uis'd and deprav'd 
in the Univerlities of HoUandy into 
which he withdrew , as in his. own 
Country. For at the Time that, the 
French condemn'd the only Propolitions 
of his Philofophy which were true, he 
was perfecuted by the pretended PhUo- 
fophers of Hoi/and, who underilrood 
him no better i and who, having a nea- 
rer View of his Glory, hated his Pcr- 
ien the more, fo that he was oblig'd to 
leave Utrecht. Dei Cartes was injari- 
oufly accus'd of being an Athcift, the 
laft Refuge of religious Scandal : And he 
who had employ'd all the Sagacity and 
Pene- 
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Penetratiffli of his Genius, in fearching 
for new Proofs of the Exiftence of a 
God, was fufpeftcd to believe there was 
ho- fuch Being. 

S u c H a Pcrfecution from afl Stfji^ 
muft neceflarily fuppofe a moft exalted 
Merit as well as a very diftinguiih'd 
Reputation, and indeed he poflefs'd both. 
Reafon at that Time darted a Ray up- 
on the World thro' the Gloom of the 
Schools, and the Prejudices of popular 
Superftition. At laft his Name fprcacf 
fo univerfally, that the French were de- 
firons of bringing him back into his 
native Country by Rewards, and accor- 
dingly offer'd him an annual Penfion of 
ft thoufand Crowns. Upon thefc Hopes 
Des Cartes return'd to France ; paid 
the Fees of his Patent, which was fold 
at that Time, but no Penfion was fettled 
ilpon him. Thus difappointed, he re- 
turn'd to his Solitude in North-Holland ^ 
where he again purfued the Study of 
Philofophy, whilft the great Galileo^ at 
fourfcore YearS' of Age, was groaning in 
the Prifons of the Inquifition, only for 
having dcmonilrated the Earth's Motion; - 
I 2 At 
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At laft Dei Cartes was fnatch'd from 
the World in the Flower of his Age at 
Stockholm. His Death was owmg to a 
bad Regimen > and he expir'd in the 
Midft of Ibmc Literati who were his 
Enemies, and under the Hands of a Phy- 
fician to whom he was odious. 

The Progrcfs of Sir Ifaac Newton's 
Life was quite different. He liv'd hap-. 
py, and very much honour'd in his na- 
tive Country, to the Age of fourfcorc 
and five Years. 

'TwAS his peculiar Felicity, not only 
to be born in a Country of Liberty, 
but in an Age when all fcholallic Imper- 
tinencies were baniih'd from the World.- 
Reafon alone was cultivated, and Man-, 
kind cou'd only be his Pupil, not his 
Enemy. 

One very fingular Difference in the 
Lives of thefe two great Men is, that 
Sir Ifaac, during the long Courfe of 
Years, he enjoy'd was jiever fenfible to 
any Paffion, was not fubjeft to the com- 
mon Frailties of Mankind, nor ever had 
any Commerce with Women; a Cir- 
£umftance which was affur'd me by the 
Phyfi- 
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Phyfician and Surgeon who attended him - 
in his laft Moments. 

We may admire Sir Ifaac Newton 
on this Occafion, but then we muft not 
cenfure Des Cartes. 

. The Opinion that generally prevails 
in England with regard to thcfe new 
Philofophers is, that the latter was a* 
Dreamer, and the former a Sage. 

Very few People in England read 
Dejcartesy whofe Works indeed arc now 
ufelefs. On the other Side, bat a finalt 
Number penife thofe of Sir IJaac, be- 
caufe to do this the Student muft be 
deeply ikiU'd in the Mathematicks, O' 
therwife thofe Works will be unintelli- 
gible to him. But notwithftanding this,. 
thefe great Men are the Subjeft of every 
One's Difcourfe. Sir Ifaac Newton is 
allow'd every Advants^e, whilft Des 
Cartes is not indulg'd a fingle one. Ac- 
cording to fome, 'tis to the former that 
we owe the Difcovcry of a Vacuum^ that 
the Air is a heavy Body, and the Inven- 
tion of Tclefcopcs. In a Word, Sir 
Jfaac Newton is here as the Hercules of 
&bulous Story, to whom the Ignorant 
I 3 afcrib'd 
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afcrib'd all the Feats of ancient Hes 
rocs. 

I N a Critique that wa§ made ia Lon- 
don on Mr. de Fontenelle's Difcourfc, 
.die Writer prcfum'd to aflert that Dm 
Cartes was not a great Geometrician. 
Thofe who make fuch a Declaration 
may juftly be rcproach'd with flying in 
their Mafter's Face. Des Cart^ exten- 
ded the Limits of Geometry as far be- 
yond the Place where he found than» 
as Sir Ifaac did after him. The for- 
mer firft taught the Method of expref- 
fing Curves by Equations. This Geo- 
metry which, Thanks to him for it, is' 
now grown common, was fo abilrufe 
In his Time, that not fo much as one 
Profeflbr would undertake to explain 
it; and Scbotten in Holland^ and Format 
in France^ were the only Men who un- 
derftood it. 

He applied this geometrical and in- 
ventive Genius to Dioptricks, which, 
when treated of by him, became a new 
Art. And if he was miftakcn in ibme 
Things, the Realbn of that is, a Man 
who difcovcrs a new Tra(3: of Land 
cannot 
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cannot at once know all the Prc^rties 
iff the Soil. Thofe who come after 
him, and make thefe Lands fruitful, are 
at leaft obUg'd to him for the Diicove-. 
ry, I will not deny but that there are. 
innumerable Errcrs in the reft of Dfs 
€!artes'& Works. 

Geometry was a Guide he himftlf 
had in fmne Mcafurc fafhion'd, which 
Would have oondofted him fafety thro* 
the feveral Patfis of natural Philtrft^hy. 
Ncverthelefs he at laft abandon'd d]is 
Guide, and gave entirely into the Hu- 
mour of forming HypoAefes ; and dicn 
Phil(rfbphy was no mc»'e than an inge- 
nious Romance, fit only to amufe the 
Igncffant. He was miflaken in the 
Nature of the Soul, in the Proc^ of 
die Exiftence of a God, in Matter, in 
the Laws of Motion, and in the Nature 
of Light He admitted innate Idea^ he 
Mivcnted new Elements i he created a 
World; he made Man according to his 
own Fancy ; and 'tis juftly. iaid, that 
the Man of Des Carles is in FaS that 
of Des Cartes only, very dififfircnt fram 

the real one. 

I 4 Hs 
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He pufh'd his metaphyfical Errwc 
fo Uxy as to declare that two and two 
make four, for no other Reafcm but 
.becauie God would have it fa How- 
evM-, 'twill not be making him too great 
a Compliment if we affirm that he wa» 
valuable even in his Miftakes. He de- 
ceiv'd himlelf, but then it was at leaft 
in a methodical Way. He deilroy'd all 
the abliird Chimizra's with which Youth 
had been infatuated for two thoufand 
Years. He taught his CotemporarieS 
how to reafon, and enabled them to 
employ his own Weapons againA him* 
felf. If Des Cartes did not pay in 
good Money, he however did great Ser- 
vice in crying down that of a baic Alloy. 
I INDEED believe, that very few will 
preiimie to compare his Philoibphy in 
any refpedt with tlut of Sir Jfaac New- 
ton. The former is an El&y, the latter 
a MaAeT'Piece : But then the Man who 
firft brought us to the Path of Truth, 
was perhaps as great a Genius as he 
who afterwards ccmdufted us through it. 

Pes Cartes gave Sig^t to the Blind. 

Thefe faw the Errors of Aatiqui^r and 

of 
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of the Sciences. The Path he ftnick 
out is lince become boundlefs. Rtn 
Jbaulfs little Work was during fome 
Years a complete Syilem of Phyficksy 
but now all ^e Tran&dions of thfr Se- 
veral Academies in Europe put together 
do not form fo much as die Beginning 
of a Syilem. In £ithoming this Abyis 
no Bottom has been found. We are 
now to examine what Difcoveries Sir 
. J/aac Neieton has made in it. 
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LETTER XV, 

O N ■ ■ 

attraction: 

THE Difcovcries which gain'd 
Sir Ifaac Newton fo univcrfal 
a Reputation, relate to the Sy- 
ftem of the World, to Light, to Geo- 
metrical Infinites ; and laftly to Chrono- 
I<^y, with which he us'd to amufe him- 
fclf after the Fatigue of his leveret Stu- 
dies. 

I WILL now acquaint you (widiout 
Prolixity if pofliUe) with _ the few 
Things I have been able to comprehend 
of all thefe fublime Ideas, With Re- 
gard to the Syftem of our World, Dif- 
pufica were a long Time matntain'd, on 
the 
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the Caufe that turns the Plan^, and 
keeps them in their Orbits j and on 
thofe Cau^ wluch make all Bodies 
here below defcend towards the Sur- 
face of the Earth. 

The Syftem of D« Cartes explain'd 
and improv'd iincc his Time, leefn'd to 
give a plaufible Rcalbn for all thofc PKae- 
nomena; and this Reafon ieem'd more 
juft, as 'tis-fimple, and intelligible to 
all Cajacitles. But in Philofophy, i 
Student ought to doubt of the Things 
he fancies he underftands too eafily , a? 
much as of thoie he does not under- 
ftand. 

Gravity, the falling of accelerated 
Bodies on the Earth, the Revolution 
of the Planets in their Orbits, their Ro- 
tations round their Axis , all this is 
mere Motion. Now Motion can't per- 
haps be concciv'd any otherwife than 
by Impulfion j therefore all thofc Bo- 
dies muft be impelled. But by what 
are they impelled ? All Space is full, it 
^^erefore is fill'd wiUx a very fubtilc 
^^Mattcr, fince this is imperceptible to 
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US; this Matter goes from Weft to 
£aft} fince all the Planets are car^ 
ricd from Weft to Eaft. Thus from 
Hypotheiis to Hypothcfis, from one 
Appearand to another, Philofophcrs 
Kave imagin'd a vaft Whirlpool of 
fubtile Matter, in which the Planets 
are carried round the Sun: They alfo 
lave created anodier particular Vortex 
whidi floats in the great one, and 
vrhich turns daily round the Planets. 
When all this is done, 'tis pretended 
that Gravity depends on this diurnal 
Motion i fiM-, fay thef^ the Velocity of 
the lubtile Matter that tarns round our 
little Vortex, muft be feventeen Times 
more rapid than that of the Earth ; or, 
an cafe its Velocity is leventeen Times 
greater than that of the Earth, its 
centrifugal Force muft be vaftly grea- 
ter, and confequendy impell all Bodies 
towards the Earth. This is the Caufe 
of Gravity, according to the Cartejian 
Syftcm. But the Thcorift, before he 
calculated the centrifugal Force and 
Velocity of the fiibtile Matter, ihouJd 
firft 
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firft have been oxtain that it exifted. 

Sir Ifaac Newton feems to have de* 
firoy'd all thefe great and little Vor- 
tices, both that which carries the Pla- 
nets round the Sun^ as well as the 
other which fuppofcs every Planet to 
turn on its own Axis. 

First, with re^rd to the pretended 
little Vortex of the Earth, 'tis deftion- 
ftraud that it muft lofe its Motion by in- 
feniible Degrees ; 'tis demonftrated, that 
if the Earth fwims in a Fluid, its 
Denfity njuil be equal to that of the 
Earth ; and in cafe its Dcnfity be the 
fame, all the Bodies we endeavour to 
move muft meet with an infupereble 
Refiftance. 

With regard to the great Vortices, 
they arc ftill more chimerical, and 'tis 
impoHiblc to make them agree with 
Ktpler's Law, the Truth of which has" 
been demonilrated. Sir Ifaac fhows, 
diat the Revolution q£ the Fluid in. 
which Jupiter is iuppos'd to be carri- 
ed, is not the iame with regard to the 
Revolution of the Fluid of the Earth/ 
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as the Revolution of Jupiter with refped 
to that of the Earth. He proves, that 
as the Planets make dieir Revolutions in 
Elipfis's, and qonfequently being ac a 
much greater Diftanoe one from the o- 
ther in their jlpbdiay and a little nearer 
in their Perihelia ; the Earth's Velocity, 
fijT Inflance, ought to be greater, when 
*tis nearer Venus and Mars, because the 
Fluid that carries it along,. beiAg then 
BHHie preis'd, oaght to have a greater 
Motion } and yet 'tis even tlwn that the 
Earth's Motion is flower. 

He proves that there is no fttcb 
Thing as a celdlial Matter which, goes 
&Qtn Weft to Eail, fincc the Comets 
tmverfe thole Spaces, fometimes from- 
Eftft to Weft, and at other Times from 
North to Soatii. 

Im fine, the better to refolv^ if poffi- 
We, cvey Difficulty , he. proves, and e- 
fbn by Experiments, that 'tis Impoffi- 
ble therd fhould be a Plenum; and 
brings back the Vacuum, which Ariftotle 
and I>es Cartes had baniih'd from the 
Worfd. 

Having 
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. - Havens fa^ tbeie and - CevetaX' odicf 
Afgumeots dcftroy'd the Ctt^tejuin V«- 
tiecs, he dcfpah'i of crer^ heang ahJe w 
d^oover, wfaedier there is a fecret PniN 
xv^\t in Nature which » at the fame 
Time, ib the Caufe of the Morio» «f 
all eeleltiat Bodies , and that of Gra- 
vity on the £^rth. But bting retirM 
in 16^, ttpoa AceoQrit of the PlagUe, 
to a Solitude nicar Cambridge ; as he 
was walking one Day in Ym Garden, 
and few fome Fruits fell frcan a Tree, 
he fell iiwo a profound- Meditation on: 
tijAt Gravity, tfie Caufe of which had' 
fo long been fbu^t , but in vain, by 
4H the Philofophere, whilft the Vulgar 
liinfc there is nothing myfterious in it. 
He faid to himielf, that from what 
height foever, in our Hemifphere, rfwfe 
Bodies raigltf de&end, their Fall wou'd 
certainly be in the Progrefllon dilcover'd 
by Galileo ; and, thfe Spaces they run 
thro' would be aS the Square of the 
Times. Why may not this Power 
which caufes heavy Bodies to delcend, 
and is the. iame withour any fenfible 
Dimi- 



^.yCoOglC 



ii8 Letters concerning 
Dimimitim at the icmoteft DiAaiKX 
from the Center of the Earth, or on 
ihe Summits of the h%heft Mountains ; 
AVhy, iaid Sir Ifaac^ may not this Pow- 
er extend as high as the Moon? And 
in Cafe, its Influence reaches fo ^, is 
it not very probable that this Powo* 
retains it in its Orbit, and determines* 
its Motion ? But In cafe the Moon obe3n 
this Principle (whatever it be) may we 
not conclude very namrally, that the 
reft of the Planets are equally fiibjcd: 
to it ? In cafe this Power exifts (which 
befides is prov'd) it muft increafe in an 
invcrfe Ratio of the Squares of the Di- 
ftanccs. AH therefore that remains is, 
to examine how far a heavy Body, which 
Jhould fall upon the Earth from a mo- 
derate height, would go } and how far 
in the fame Time, a Body which fhould 
£lU from the Orbit of the Moon, would 
defcend. To find diis, nothing is wan- 
ted but the Mcalure of the Earth, and 
the Diftance of die Moon from it. 

Thus Sir Ifaac Newton reafon'd. 

But at that Timt the Englifi had but 

a very 
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a very imperfeft Meaiure of our Globe, . 
an4 depended on the uncertain Supr 
pofition of Mariners, who computed a 
X)e^ee to contain but fixty EngUp 
Miles, whereas it confifts in. reality of 
:4icar feventy. As this falfe Compu- 
-tation did not agree with the Con- 
clu0ons which Sir Ifaac intended t(> 
draw from them, he laid afidc this 
Purliiit. A half-learn'd Philofopher, re- 
markable only for his Vaniiy , woul4 
have made the Meafurc of the Earth 9^ 
^ree, any how, with his Syftero : Sir 
Jfaac, however, chofe rather to qujt 
the Refearches he was then engag'd in, 
3ut after Mr. Picart had meafur'd the 
Earth exadly, by uacing that Meridian, 
which redounds fo much to the Ho- 
nour of the French, Sir Jjaac Newtoa 
refum'd his former Reflexions, and found 
his Account in Mr, Picari's Calculation. . 
A Cirqimftance which has always 
^ppear'd wonderful to nie, is, that Xuch 
fiablime Difcoveries fliould have been 
made by the fole Afliftance of a Qga- 
drant and a little Arithmetic. 

K Ths 



= .!■ Google 



i^o Letters concermng 

The Circumference of the Earth is 
one hundred twenty three Millions, two 
hundred forty nine thoufand fix hundred 
Feet. This, among other Things, is n^ 
ccflary to prove the Syftem of Attradtion. 
The inftant we know the Earth's 
Circumference, and the Dlftance of the 
Moon, we know that of the Moon's 
Orbit, and the Diameter of this Orbit. 
The Moon performs its Revolution in 
that Orbit in twenty feven Days, le- 
ven Hours, forty three Minutes. 'Tis 
demonftrated, that the Moon in its 
mean Motion, makes an hundred and 
fourfcore and feven thoufand , nine hun- 
dred and fixty Feet (of Parts) in a 
Minute. 'Tis likewife demonftrated, 
by a known Theorem, that the cen- 
tral Force which ftiould make a Body 
fall from the height of the Moon, 
would make its Velocity no more than 
fifteen Parts Feet in a Minute of 
Time. Now, if the Law by which 
Bodies gravitate, and attraft one ano- 
ther in an inverfe Ratio of the Squares 
©f the Diilanccs be true j if the fame 
Power 
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Power &&$; according to that Law, 
throughout all Nature j 'tis eviiisnt that 
as the Earth is fixty Scmi-diametcrs di- 
ftant from the Moon, a heavy Body muft 
neceflarily fall (on the Earth) fifteen 
Feet in the firft Second, and fifty four 
thou^nd Feet in the firft Minute. 
- Now a heavy Body falls, in reality, 
fifteen Feet in the firft Second, and goes 
in the firft Minute fifty four thoufind 
Foot, which Number is the Square of 
fixty multiplied by fifteen. Bodies there- 
fore gravitate in an inverfe Ratio of the 
Squares of the Diftances ; confequ?ntly, 
what caufes. Gravity on Earth, and keeps 
the Moon in its Orbit, is one ajid the 
fame Power ; it being demonftrated that 
the Mo9n gravitates on the Earth, which 
is the Center of its particular Motion, 
'tis demonftrated that the Earth arid the 
Moon gravitate on the Sun which is the 
Center of their annual Motion. 

The reft:of the. Planets moft be fiib- 

_jefl, to this general Law; and if this 

. Law cxifts, thefe Planets muft follow 

- the Laws which Kepler difcbver'd. All 

. K 2 thtie 
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thde Lavrs, all thcfe Relations are in- 
deed obferv'd by the Planets with the 
utmoft Exaftnefs; therefore the Power rf 
Attradion caufes all the Planets to gravi- 
cate tovrards the Sun, in like Manner as 
the Moon gravitates towards our Glohe. 

Finally, as in all Bodies, Re-aQioii 
is equal to AifUon, 'tis certain that 
ibt Earth gravitates alfo towards the 
Moon; &nd that the Sun gravitates to- 
wards both : That every one of the Sa- 
tellites of Saturn gravitates towards the 
oth^ four, and the other four towards 
it: All five towards Saturn^ and Saturn 
towards all. That 'tis die iame wi*3i 
regard to yupiter; and diat all thcfc 
Globes are attracted by the Sun, which 
U reciprocally attrafted by them. 

This Power of Gravitation afts jjro- 
porticftably to the (^iintity of Matto- in 
Bodies > a TVuth which Sir Ifaac has 
demonftratcd by Experiments. This new 
Difcovery hsis been of ufe to ftiow, 
that the Sun (Ac Center of the plancta- 
ty S)^lCTa) 'attrafls them all in a direft 
Ratio of their Quantity of Matter com- 
1:4)1*4 with th^ ^eamefs. From hence 
3 Sir 



^.yCoOglC 



the English Natioh. 131 
^\x Ifaaci fifing by D^rees to Difcovc- 
ries which fecm'd not to be form'd for 
the human Mind, is bold enough to 
compute the Quantity of Matter con- 
tain'd in the Sun and in every Planet j 
and in this Manner fhows, from the 
fimple Laws of Mechanicks, that every 
celeftial Globe ought ncceiTarily to be 
where it is plac'd. 

His bare Principle of the Laws of 
Gravitation, accounts for all the appa-p 
rent Inequalities in the Courfe of the 
celeftial Globes. The Variations of the 
Moon are a nece^lary Conlequentx of 
thofc Laws. Moreover, the Reafon is 
evidently fcen why the Nodes of the 
Moon perform their Revolutions in nine- 
teen Years, and thofe of the Earth la 
about twenty fix Thoufond. The feve- 
ral Appearances obferv'd in the Tides, 
arc alfo a very fimpje Effeft erf this At- 
tradUon. The Proximity of the Moon 
when at the full, and when it is new, 
and its Difi^mce in the Quadratures or 
-Quarters combin'd with the A£tion of 
the Sun, eichibit a fenfible Reafpn wlr^ 
.the Ocean fwells and finks. 

K 3 After 
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After having fhown, by his fublime 
ThcOTy, the Courfe and Inequalities of 
the Planets, he fubjedts Comets to the 
fame Law. The Orbit of thcfe Fires 
(unknown for fo great a Scries of Years,) 
which was the Terror of Mankind, and 
the Rock againft which Philofophy fplit ; 
plac'd by Arifioth below tlw Moon^ 
and fent back by Des Cartei above the 
Sphere of Saturn ^ is at laft plac'd in 
its proper Seat by. Sir Ifaac Newton. 

He proves that Comets are folid Bo- 
dies which move in the Sphere of the 
Sun's Adlivity ; and that they defcribe 
an Ellipfis fo very eccentric, and fo near 
to Parabola's, that certain Comets muft 
take up above five hundred Years in 
"their Revolution. 

The learned Dr.Haliey is of opinion, 
that the Comet feen in 1680, is the 
fame which appear'd in Julius Ceefar's 
Time. This Ihows more than any 
other,' that Comets are hard, opake Bo- 
dies ; for it defcended fo near to the Sun, 
as to come within a fixth Part of the 
Diameter of this Planet from It; and 
conle- 
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confequently might have contradlcd a 
Degree of Heat two thoufand Times 
ftronger than that of red hot Iron; and 
would have been foon difpers'd in Va- 
pour, had it not been a firm, denfe Bo- 
dy. The guefling tlie Courfe of Comets 
began then to be very much in vogue : 
The celebrated BermulU concluded by 
his Syftem, tliat the famous Comet of 
1680, would appear again the 17"' of 
May 17 19. Not a fingle Aftronomer in 
Europe went to Bed that Night; how- 
ever they needed not to have broke their 
Reft, for the famous Comet never ap- 
pear'd. There is at leaft more Cun- 
ning, if not more Certainty , In fixing 
its Return to fo remote a Diftance as 
five hundred and feventy five Years. As 
to yiv.WhiJion, he affirm'd very ferioufly, 
that in the Time of the Deluge a Comet 
overflow'd the terreftiial Globe; and he 
was fo unreafonable as to wonder that 
People laugh 'd at him for making fuch 
an Aflenion. The Ancients were almoft. 
in the fame way of Thinking with Mr. 
and fancied tha,t Comets were 
K 4 alwayi 
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ilways the Fore-runners of fomc great 
Calamity which was to befell Mankind- 
Sir Ifaac Newton^ on the contrary, fuf- 
jiedcd that they are very beneficent i 
and that Vapours cxlmlc from them 
merely to nourifh and vivify the Pla- 
nets, which imbibe in their Courfe the 
feveral Particles the Sun has dctach'd 
from the Comets ; an Opinion which at 
leail is more probable than the former. 
But this is not all. If this Po\»er of 
Gravitation or Attraction adts on all the 
celeAial Globes, it adts undoubtedly on 
the icveral Parts of thefc Globes. For 
m cafe Bodies attraft one another in 
Proportion to the Quantity of Matter 
contain'd in them, it can only be in Pror 
portion to the Quantity of their Parts; 
and if this Power is found in the 
whole, 'tis undoubtedly in the half, in 
the quarter, in the eighth Part, and fo 
On in infinitum. 

This is Attraflion, the great Spring 

by which all Nature is mov'd. Sir /- 

faac Newton after having demonifrated 

^e Exiftence of this Principle, plainly 

fore^w 
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tanfAW that its rery Name woitM ctfi 
fend } and therefore this Phllofopher in 
more Places than one of his Books, gives 
iht Reader feme Qiution about k. He 
bids him beware of confounding thif 
Name with what the Ancioits call'd oc- 
cfuh Qualities ; but to be fatisficd w^ 
knowing that there is in all Bodks a 
central Force which &&a to the utm<jit 
Limits of the tlniverfc, according to the 
invariable Laws of Mcchanlcks. 

'Tis furprifihg, after the fokmn Pro- 
teftations Sir Ifaac made, that fuch emi- 
nent Men as Mr, Sorin and Mr. 4e Fonfe-' 
nelle, flwuld have imputed to thiis g^t 
Philofopher the verbal and chimerical 
Way (rf' Reafoning of die JtiftoteUans ', 
Mr. Sorin in the Memoirs of the 
Acaidemy of 1709, and Mr. de Fonte-t 
nellf in the very Elogianfi 6f Sir Ifade 
Newfon. 

Most of the French, the Learned 
and dAers, have repeated this Reproach, 
Thefc are for ever crying out, why 
did he not imploy the Word Impuljim^ 
frhich is fo well underft<«)d, rarther 
than 
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than that of AttraBten^ which is unin- 
telligible. 

Sir Ifaac might have anfwcr'd thefc; 
Criticks thus : Firil, you have as im- 
perfect an Idea of the Word Impulfion, 
as of that of Attradion; and in cafe 
you cannot conceive how one Body 
tends towards the Center of another Bo^ 
dy, neither can you conceive by what 
Power one Body can tmpell another. 

Secondly, I cou'd not admit of Im- 
pulfion> for to do this, I muA have 
known that a celcftial Matter was the 
Agent; but fo far from knowing that, 
there is any fuch Matter, I have prov'd 
it to be merely imaginary. 

Thirdly, I ufe the Word Attradion 
for no other Rcafon, but to exprefs an 
Effeft which I difcover'd in Nature; a 
certain and indifputable Effe£l of an un-. 
known Principle ; a Quality inherent in 
Matter, the Cauie of which Pcrfons of 
^ater Abilities than I can pretend to,, 
inay, if they can, find out. 

What have you then taught us? 

Will thcfe People lay further : And to 

what 
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what Puqwfe are fo many Calculations 
to tell us what you yourfelf don't com- 
prdiendP 

I HAVE tapght you, may Sir Ifaac 
rgoin, that all Bodies gravitate towards 
one another in proportion to their Quan- 
tity of Matter ; that thefe central Forces 
alone, keep the Planets and Comets in 
their Orbits, and caufe them to move 
in the-'Proportion before fet down. I de^ 
monftrate to you, that 'tis impoflible 
there fliould be any other Caufe which 
keeps the Planets in their Orbitis^, than 
that general Phenomenon -of Gravity, 
For heavy Bodies fall on the Earth ac- 
cording to the Proportion dcmonftrated 
of central Forces; and the Planets fi- 
nifhing their Courfc according to thefe 
fame Proportions , in cafe there ■ were 
another Power that adted upon all thofe 
Bodies, it would either increafe their 
Velocity^ or change their Dircdlion. 
Now not one of thofe Bodies ever has 
a fingle Degree of Motion or Velocity, 
or has any Direction 'but what is de^ 
monftrated to be the Effba of the cen- 
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teal Forces; ccmicquently 'ds imp^Ue 

ibere Ihould be any other Principle. 

Give me Leave cmcc more to intro- 
duce Sir Ifaac fpeaking: Shall he not be 
allow'd to fay. My Caje and that of tike 
Ancients is very difierent, The& ikw, 
for Inftance^ Water afcend in Pun^> 
and £iid> the Water rites becaufe it ^ 
hors a Vacuum. But with regard to 
my felf, I am in the C^ of a Man 
*ho flKmld have firft obierv'd that Wa- 
ter afcends in Pumps, but fiiould kavc 
others to explain the Caufe of this Ef- 
fedt. The Anatomift who firft declar'd, 
that the Motion of the Arm is owing 
to the Contraction of the Mofcles, tau^ 
Mankmd an indifputable Tmth ; but are 
diey 1^ oblig'd to him becaufe he did 
net know the Reafon why the Mufcles 
cono-aG? The Canfe of the Elafticity of 
the Air is unknown, but he who firft 
difcover'd this Spring peifcum'd a very 
fignal Service to natural Philofc^hy. Tt^ 
£|a-ing that I difcover'd was more hid- 
.den bnd more univer&l, and for th^ 
jroy Rea&n A^kind ou|^t to^ thank 
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me the more. I have difcover'd a new 
Property of Matter, one of the Secrets 
of the Creator; and have calculated ^^ 
difcover'd the Effefls of it. After this 
ihall People quarrel with me about the 
Name I ^ve it. 

' Vortices may be call'd an occult 
Qmility becaufe dicir Exiftcncc was ne- 
ver prov'd : Attraction on the contrary 
is a ivftl Thing, becaufe its Eifeds arc 
demonilrated, and the Proportions of it 
are calculated. The Caufe of this Cauft 
is among the jircana of the Almighty. 

Precedes hue, Gf mn ampHus. 
Hitber thou &:aii ^ 'and'ne &Ttlrr.' 
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LETTER XVI. 

O N 

Sir Ifaac Newt on s 
OPTIC KS 

THE Phibfophers of the laft 
Age found out a new TJni- 
verfcj and a Circumftancewhich 
made its Difcovery morjc difficult, was, 
that no one had fo much as fufpefted 
its Exiftence. The moft Sage and Ju- 
dicious were of Opinion, that 'twas a 
frantic Raihhcfs to dare fo much as to 
imagine that it was poflible to guefs the 
Laws by which the celeftial Bodies move, 
and the manner how Light adts. Gali- 
leo 
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ieo by his aftronomical Difcovcrics, Kep' 
ler by his Calculation, Des Cartes (at 
leaft in his Dioptricks) and Sir Ifaac 
Newton in all his Works, feverally few 
the Mechanifm of the Springs of the 
World. The Geometricians have fub- 
jeded Infinity to the Laws of Calcula- 
tion. The Circulation of the Blood in 
Animals, and of the Sap in Vegetables, 
have chang'd the Face of Nature with 
regard to us. A new kind of Exiftencs 
has been given to Bodies in the Air- 
Pump. By the Affiftance of Telcfcopes 
Bodies have been brought nearer to one 
another. Finally, the feveral Dllcove- 
ries which Sir Ifaac Newton has made 
on Light, are equal to the boldeft Things 
which the Curiofity of Man could ex- 
peft, after fo many philofophical No- 
velties. 

Till Antonio de Dominis, the Rain- 
bow was confider'd as an inexplicable 
Miracle. This Philofopher guefs'd that 
it was a neceflary EfFeift of the Sun and 
Rain. Des Cartes gain'd immortal Fame, 
by his matliematical Explication of this 
fo 
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St^ paQiral 4 ^hsepiomenop. He calca> 
l^ted ^ RjeflexioDS and R^ra£tioas c^ 
JLig^t -in QjTops- of Rain ; and Ivs Saga*- 
f ity on this Oco^qq was at that Time 
Jook'd upon ae oei^t ^ divine. 

But what \rould he have £ud had 
it been prpv'd to him 4^ he was mi- 
ilaken in the Nature of L^ht ; , thaX he 
had not jthe. te^ BfaTon \o maintain 
Aat 'tis a globular Bo<fy: That 'tis 
iaUe to afiert, diat this Matter ^ceadlng 
it felf ihrough the whole, w^ts only to 
Jbe .prqjeficd /qnyard by the Sun, in or- 
der to .be put in Ail^ion, in like Man- 
ner as a long Sta^ atfts at one end when 
,pulh'd forward by tljiffothcr. ThatXiight 
is certainly darted by the Sun ; in fine^ 
that Light is tranfmitted from the Sun 
to the Earth in about ieven Minute, 
tho* a Cannpn Ball, which were not 
to lofe any of its Velocity, cou'd not go 
diat Diftance in Icfs than tvtenty five 
Years. How great wou'd have been his 
Aftoniihment, had he been told, .thaJ 
Light docs not refleft diredly by im^ 
pining againft the folid Parts of Bo- 
dies = 
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■ 'dies i that Bodies are not tranfparent 
when diey have large Pores ; and that 
a Man (hould arife, who would deijion- 
ftrate all thefe Paradoxes, and anatpmize 
a fingle Ray of Light with more Dex- 
terity than the ableft Artift diflefts a hu- 
man Body. This Man is come. Sir 
JJaac Newton has demonftrated to die 
Eye, by the bare Afliftance of the 
Prifin, that Light is a Compofition of 
colour'd Rays, which, being united, form 
white Colour. A fingle Ray is by him 
divided into feven, which all fall upon a 
Piece of Linen , or a Sheet of white 
Paper, in their Order . one above the 
other, and at unequal Diilances. The 
firft is Red, the fecond Orange, the 
third Yellow, the fourth Green, the 
fifth Blue, the fixth Indigo, the feventh, 
a Violet Purple. Each of thefe Rays 
tranfmitted afterwards by an hundred o- 
ther Prifms, will never change the Co- 
lour it bears} in like Manner as Gold, 
when completely purg'd from its Drofs, 
will never change afterwards in the Cru- 
cible. As a fuperabundaht Proof that 
L ea9h 
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each of theie elementary Rays has inhe- 
tently in it fidf diat which fonns it* 
Colour to the Eye, take a final! Piece of 
yellow Wood for InAance. and fet it 
in the Ray of a red Colour, this Wood 
will inftantly be ting'd red ; but &t it in 
the Ray of a green Colour, it afliimes a 
green' Colour, and {b of all the reft. 

From what Caufc therefore do Co- 
lours arife in Nature ? 'Tis nothing but 
the Difpofition of Bodies to refleA die 
Rays of a certain Order, and to abfbrb 
all the reft. 

What then is this fccret Difpofition ? 
Sir I/aac Newton demonftrates, that 'tis 
nothing more than the Dcnfity of the 
fmall cohftitucnt Particles of which a 
Body is compos'd. , And how is this Re- 
flexitxi perform'd ? 'Twas fuppos'd to a- 
rife from die Rebounding of the Rays, 
in the fame Manner as a Ball on the 
Sur&ce of a folid Body ^ but this is a 
Miftalcc, for Sir I/aac taught the aftp-. 
nifli'd Philofophers , that Bodies are o- 
pakc for no other Reafon, but bccaufe 
their Pores are large ; that Light reflefts 
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ion our Eyes from the very Bofom of 
thoffc Pores ; that the finaller the Pores 
of a Body are, the more fuch a Body is 
tranfparent. Thus Paper which reflet 
the L^t when dry, transits it when 
oil'd, becaufe dK Oil, by filling its Pore% 
makes them much finaller , 

'Trs there that examining the raft Po* 
rofity of Bodies, cvefy Particle having its 
pores, and every Particle of thofc Particles 
having its own } he Ihows we are not cer- 
tain that there is a cubic Inch of folld Mat- 
ter in the Univerle, fo £ir are we from 
conceivmg^what Matter is. Having thus 
dinded, as it were. Light into its Ele^ 
ments, and carried the Sagacity of his DiT- 
covcries fo far, as to prove the Method of 
diftinguifhing compound Colours from 
ftfch as arc primitive; he fhews, that 
thefe elementary Rays fcparated by the 
Prifm, are rang'd in their Order fw no 
other Reafon but becaufe they are re- 
ira£ted in that very Order ; and 'tis diis 
Property (unknown till be difcover'd it) 
of breaking or fplitting in this Propor- 
tion ; 'tis this unequal Refra^on of 
L 3 Raysj 
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Rays, this Power of refifaaing the red 
lefe Asm -the orange Cdlow, &c, wluch 
be c^lp the differcpt Rcfrangftaity. 
The mpft refiexible Rays ^re the moil 
refrangible, and from ;h«W«. he evinces 
that the ^e Power is tihe Caufe both 
of the Rcflc^on and Refira^on of 
Light. 

B u T all thefe Wonders are merely 
but the Opening of his Difcoveries. He 
found out the Secret to fee dw Vibra- 
^ons or Fits of Light, which come 
and go ince£&ntly, apd whicheithertraoA 
mit Light or refieft it according to the 
Denfity of the Parts they meet with- 
He has prefum'd to calculate the Denfity 
of the Particles of Air pteceflary between 
two Glafles, the one flat, the other con- 
vex on one fide, fet one upon the other; 
in order to operate fu(^ a Tranfmiffion 
or Reflexion, or to form fuch and iuch a 
Colour. 

From all thcle Combinations he dif- 
covers die Proportion in which Li^t 
a(Ss on Bodies, and Bodies zidt on Light* 

He faw Light fo perfei^ly,, that he 
h^ dctermin'd»to wlwt Degree, of Perfe- 
ction 
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£Roa the Art of Increafing it, and> of 
afliftjng our Byes by Tetdcopes can be 
cairied. 

Des Gajites, from a noble Gonfi- 
dence^ that was very excuiabl&cdnfidering... 
how ftrongly. he was fir'd at' the firft * 
Dlicoveries he made in an Art which- 
he ahnoft firft foand otttj Des Cartes; !■ 
fay, hop'd to diJcoverin the Stars, by the 
Affiftance of Telefcopes, Gbjoas as fmall- 
as thofe we difcetn upon the Ealrth. 

.BpT Sir Ifaad. has fhown, that Diop- 
tric Telefcopes. cannot be brought to a ■' 
greater PcrfaSion ; becaiife of that Refra- 
£tion, and of that very Refrangibiltyi .. 
which at the iame T'ltai that they bring . 
Objeds nearer to us, fcatter too much the 
elementary Raysj he has calculated in . 
thefc Glaf^ the Proportion of the fca^• 
tering of the red and of the blue Rays j 
and proceeding fo far as to demonftrate 
Things which were not fuppos'd even tq 
exift, he examines the Inequalities which 
arifc from the Shape or Figure of the 
Glais, and that which arifes from the 
Reirangibility. He finds, that the ob- 
jcft GIai« of the Telefcope being con- 
L 3 vex 
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vex on one fide and flat on the odier, in 
cale the fl^ Side be tora'd towards tht 
Ol^e^t, the Error which arilcs fiom the 
Conftnidion knd Pofition ef die Glafi» 
is above five thonland Times left than 
the Error which ari&s firom the Refiwi- 
g^bility : And therefore^ that the Shape 
or Figure of the Glal^ is not the Caiife 
why Telcfcopes cannot be carried to a 
greater Pcr&Oion, but arifes wholly 
from the Nature of Light 

For this Reafon he invented a Te- 
lefcope, which difcovers Ol^e^ l^ Re- 
flexion and not 'by Refra^on. Telc- 
fcopes of this new kind are very hard to 
make, and their Ufo is not eafy. But 
according to the Englijh, a rcfledive Tc- 
Icfcopc of but five Feet » has the fame 
ESed as another of an bundred Feet in 
Length. 
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LETTER XVII. 

ON 

Infinites in GsoMBTar , \ 

AND 

Sir Ifaac Nrnton's 

CHRONOLOGY. 

THE Labyrinth and Abyfs of In- 
finity, is alio a new CourJe Sir 
I/aac Nevftoft has gone diroi^fa, 
and we are oblig'd to him for the Clue 
by who:fe Afliftance we are enabled to ' 
trace its various Windings. 

Des Cartes got the Start of him ' 
ftlfo in this afloniihing Invention. He ' 
L 4 advanced 
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advanc'd with mjghty Steps in his Geo- 
metry, and was arriv'd at the very Bor- 
ders of Infinity;- but went no fiirther. 
Dr. fVnIiis aboirt-the Middle of the laft 
Century, was the ficft who reduc'd a 
Fra«2ipn by a perpetual. Diviiion to an 
infinite Series. ■ • ■ ' 

The Lord Brounker cmploy'd this 
Series to fquarc the Hyperbola. 

Mercator j)ublifli'd a Demonftra-, 
tl^ii -of this Quadrature, -much about 
which Time, Sir Ifaac Newton being 
then twenty three Years of Age, had in- 
vented a general -Method to perform, on 
all geometrical Curves, what had juft 
before been try'd on the Hyperbola. 

'T I s to this Method of fubjeflang e- 
vcry where Infinity to algebraical Calcu- 
latitMis, that the Name is given of di^ • 
rential Calculations or of Fluxions, and 
integral Calculation. 'Tis the Art of 
numbring and meafiiring exadly a Thing 
wjiofe Exillence cannot be coneeiv'd. 

And, indeed, would you not imagine 
that a Man laugh'd at you, who ihould 
declare that there are Lines ■ infinitely „■ 
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great which forai an Angle infinitely 
little? 

That a right Line, which is a right 
Line iq long as it is finite, by changing 
infinitely little its Direction, becomes an 
infinite Curve; and that a Curve njayhfr- 
come infinitely lefs than another Curve f 

That there ar^ infinite Squares, in- 
finite Cubes ; and Infinites of Infinites all 
greater thaft one another, and the laA 
but one of which, is nothing in Compa- 
rifon of the laft ? 

Al L thefe Things which at firft ap- 
pear to be the utmoft Excefs of Frenzy, 
are in reality an Effort of the Subtilty 
and Extent of the human Mind, and 
die Art of finding. Truths, which till 
then had been unknown. 

This fo bold Edifice is even founded 
on fimple Ideas. The Bufinefs is to^ 
meafiire; the Diagonal . of a Square, to , 
give the ^ea of a Curve, to find the 
fquare Root of a: Number, which has, 
none in common Arithmetic. After 
all, the Imagination ought not to be 
ilartled any more at fo many Orders of 
Infinites, 
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Kifinites, than at the lb well known 
Fropofition, viz. that Carre Lines may 
always be made to pa& be tw een a Cir- 
cle and a Tangent; or at that other, 
namely that Matter is divifiUe in tnjini' 
turn. The& two Truths have been de- 
mooftrated many Yean, and are no lefi 
incomprehenfiUe than the Things we 
have been fpeaking of. 

For many Years the Invention of diis 
famous Calculation was denied Sir Ifaac 
Newton. In Germany Mr. Leibnitz waf 
confider'd as the Inventor of the Di^ 
fences or Momcnte, call'd * Fluxions, and 
Mr. Bernouilli claim'd the integral Calcu- 
lation. However, Sir Ifaac is now 
thought to have firft made the Difco- 
vcry, and the other two have the Glo- 
ry of having once made the World doubt 
whether 'twas to be afcrib'd to him or 
them. Thus ibme contefted widi Dr. 
Harvey the Invention of the Circula<- 
tion of the Blood, as others difputed 
with Mr. Perrault that of die Circula- 
tion of the Sap. 

\ 

• B)r Si IfdM Kmm. 

Hartsocbek 
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Hartsocher and Lewenboeck dilpu- 
ted widi each other ibit Honour of hay- 
ing firft feen the VermicuH of wfaidi 
->Luikind are f(»m'd. This Sartfocher 
alio conteAed with Uxygem the Inven- 
tion of a new Method of calcqktuig the 
Difbuice of a Wd Star. 'Tis not jet 
known to what Philolbpher we owe the 
Inventi<»i <^ the Cydcud. 

Be this as it will, 'tis by the Help 
of Ais Geometry of Infinites that Sir 
Ifaac Newtm attain'd to the moft fiib- 
lime Difcoverieft I am now to fpeak 
of another Wra-k, which dio' more 
adapted to the Capacity of the humaa 
Mind, does neverthelefs difplay fome 
Marks of that creative Genius wi& 
v^ich Sir Ifaac Newton was inform'd in 
all his Refearches. The Work I mean 
is a Chronology of a new kind, for 
what Province foever he undertook, he 
was iUre to change die Ideas and Opi- 
nions received by the refl of Men. 

Accustom'd to unravel and diiin- 
tai^e Chaos's, he was reiblv'd to convey 
91 kaft ff^ne Light into that of the Fa- 
bles 
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bles of Anti<pu^ which are Mended uid 
confounded with Hiftory, and fix an un- 
certain Chronolt^. 'Tistrue, thatth»« 
is no Family, City or Nation, but en- 
deavours to remove its Origiaal as far 
backward as poffible, BefideSj the firil 
Hiftorians were the moft negligent in 
letting down the ^ra's ; Books, were infi- 
nitely iefs common than they are at this 
Time^ and confequently Authors being 
not; fa obnoxious to Cenfure, they there^ 
fore impos'd upon the World with grea- 
ter Impunity; and as 'tis evident that 
theie have related a great Number of 
fi^tious Particulars , 'tis probable e- 
nough that they alfo gave us feveral lalie 
^ra's. 

It appear'd in general to Sir Ifaac^ 
that the. World was five hundred Years 
younger than Chronologers declare it to 
be. He grounds his Opinion on the or- 
dinary Courie of Nature, and on the 
Obfervations which Aftronomers have 
made. 

By the Courfe of Nature we here 

und«:ftand the Time that every Gene., 

ration 
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. ration of Men 'liiqri"'Ut»txi the Earth. 
The Egyptians firflKfcni{>loy'd this vague 
and ancertain Method of calculating, 
when they began to write the Begin- 
ning of their Hiilory. Thefe c<hii^u- 
ted three hutulred and forty one Genera- 
tions from Menes to Setbon ; and haivii^ 
no fix'd ^ra, they fuppos'd three Gene- 
rations to confifV of an .hundred Years. 
In this Manner they coaiputed deven 
thoufand three hundred and forty Years 
from Menes's Reign to that of Setbon. 

The Greeks before they counted I^ 
-Olympiads, foliow'd the Method of the 
Sigyptians, and even gave a little more 
Extent to Generations, making each to 
conlift of forty Years. 

Now here both the Egyptians and 
the Greeks made an erroneous Compu- 
tation. 'Tis true indeed, that according 
to the ufual Courfe of Nature three 
Generations laft about an hundred anfi 
twenty Years : But three Reigns are firr 
from taking up fo many. 'Tis very evt- 
dent, that Mankind in general live lon'- 
ger tiiao Kings are found to reign : So 
that 
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dut >n Author ^<4» flioulit write a Hi- 
flofjr, in vrUch iheiC were no Dates 
fix'd, and dwold knotr tbat nine 
Kings had rdgn'd over a Natiaa> fiidi 
an Hiilorian, iKoold commit a gitat 
Error flnuM he allow three liundred 
Yean to tlwie nine Monarchs. Every 
Generation takes about thirty fix Years; 
every Reign is, one with the other, a- 
bout twenty. Thirty Kings of England 
have fway'd the Scepter ftota William 
xbc Conqncrorto George Mac Firft, the 
Years of whofe Reigns added together, 
.amount to fix hundred and forty eiglM 
Years; which being dividfld equally a- 
mong the thirty Kings, give to every 
one a Reign of twenty olte Years and 
a half very near. Six^ three Kings of 
Prance have let upon ^th^ Thcone ; thele' 
have, one with anodier,. reign'd ^jout 
twenty Years each. This is,the nfnxl- 
Courfe of Nature: The Ancient there- 
fore were miAaken, when they fuppos'd 
the Durations in geaeial, of- Reigns, to 
equal that of Generations. They there* 
fore allow'd too great a Number s£ Years, 
and 
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and confequendy fome Y^ars muft be 
fubflraded Irom their Computation. 

Astronomical Obfer vations feem to 
have lent a ftill greater Afiiftance to our 
Fliiloibpha'. He app«ars to us ftronger 
when he fights upon his oWn Ground. 

You know that the Eardi, befides its 
annual Motion which carries it round 
the Sun isom Weft to Eaft in die Space 
of a Year, has alfo a Angular Revolu- 
ti(m which -was quite unknown till with- 
in thefc late Years. Its Poles have a ve- 
ry flow retrograde Motion from Eaft 
to Weft, whence it' happens that theJr 
Poiitioa every Day does not correspond 
cxadly with the fitme Point of the Hea* 
yens. This Di^oice which is fo inlenfi- 
ble in a Year, becomes pretty confider^le 
in Time ; and in threeicore and twelve 
Yeart the Difference- is found to be of 
one D^ree, that is to &y, the three 
hundred and fiftieth Part of the Cir- 
comference of the whole Heaven. Thus 
after feven^ two Yetrs the Colure of the 
vernal Equinox which pafs'd thro* a 
fix'd Star, correfponds with another 
fix'd Star. Hence it is, that the Sun, 
iaftead 
7- 
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inftead of being in that Part of the 
Heavens in which the Ram was fituated 
in the Time of Hipparcbusy is found 
to correfpond with that Part of ihc 
Heavens in which the Bull was fituated ; 
and the Twins are plac'd where the 
Ball then ftood. All the Signs have 
chang'd their Situation, and yet we Itill 
retain the fame Manner of fpeaklng as 
the Ancients did In this Age we By 
that the Sun is in the Ram In the 
Spring, from the fame Principle of 
Cdndelcenfion that tee fay that the Sun 
tutns round. 

ttippARCHus was the 6rft among the 
Greeks- who obierv'd fome Charige in the 
ConAellations with regard to the £qui- 
Ataus, or rather who learnt it frcan the 
S^yptidns. Philofciphers afcrib'd dus 
"Motion to the* Stare ( for in thofe Ages 
People were far from irnaginiiig iach 'a 
Revohiticn in the Earth, which was iup- 
yos'd to be immoveable in every t6- 
ipca. They therefore created a Hea- 
ven in which ' they' fix'd the feveral 
Stars , and gave this Heaven "a particii- 
■hx Moii6n by' which it was carried . 
towards 



^.yCoOglC 



the English Nation. \6i 
towards the Eaft, whilft that all the 
Stars ieem'd to perform their diurnal 
Revolution from Eaft to Weft. To .his 
Error they added a fecond of much 
^eater Confequence, by imagining that 
the pretended Heaven of the fix'd Stars 
»dvanc'd one Degree eaftward every 
hundred Years. In this Manner they 
were no lefs miftaken in their a- 
ftronomical Calculation than in their 
Syftem of Natural Philofophy. As iat 
Inftance, an Aftronomer in that Agfe 
would have iaid, that the Vernal Equi- 
nox was in the Time of fuch and fuch 
an Obfervation, in fuch a Sign, and in 
fuch a Star. It has advanc'd two De- 
grees of each fince the Time that Ob- 
fervation was made to the prefcnt. Now 
two Degrees are equivalent to two hun- 
dred Years ; confequently the Aftronomer 
who nwde that Obfervation liv'd juft io 
many Years before me. 'Tis certain that 
an Aftronomer who had argued in this 
Manner would have miftook juft fifqr 
four Years; hence it is that the An- 
cients, who were doubly deceiv'd , made 
M their 
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their great Year of the World, that is, 
the Revolution of the whole Heavens» 
to confift of thirty fix thouland Years. 
But the Moderns are fenfiblc that this 
imaginary Revolution of the Heaven of 
the Stars, is nothing elfe than the Revo- 
lution of the Poles of the Earth, which 
is perform'd in twenty five thoufand 
nine hundred Years. It may be proper 
to obferve iranfiently in this Place, that 
Sir IfaaCy by determining the Figure of 
the Earth, has very happily explain'd 
the Caufe of this Revolution. 

All this being laid down, the only 
Thing remaining to fettle Chronology, 
is, to fee thro' what Star, the Colure of 
the Equinoxes pafles, and where it inter- 
fefts at this Time the Ecliptick in the 
Spring J and to difcover whether feme an- 
cieijt Writer does not tell us in what Poipt , 
the Ecliptic was interfeded in his Time, 
by the fame Colure of the Equinoxes. 

Clemens Alexandrinus informs us, 

that Chiron^ who went with the Argo- 

nautSy obferv'd the Conftcllations at the 

Time of that famous Expedition , and 

fix'd 
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fix*d the vernal Equinox to the Middle 
of the Ram ; the autumnal Equinox td 
the Middle of Lilra j our Summer Sol- 
Aice to the Middle of Cancer^ and our 
Winter Solftice to the Middle of Ca-* 
pricorn. 

A LONG Time after the Expedition of 
the JrgonauU^ and a Year before the Pe- 
loponnefian War, Metbon obferv'd that the 
Point of the Summer Solftice pafs'd thro* 
the eighth Degree of Cancer. 

Now every Sign of the Zodiack con- 
tains thirty Degrees. In Chiron's Time, 
the Solftice was arriv'd at the Middle of 
the Sign, that is to iay to the fifteenth 
Degree. A Year before the Peloponnefian 
War it was at the eighth, and therefore 
it had retarded feven Degrees. A De- 
gree is equivalent to feventy two Years j 
cpnfequently, from the Beginning of the 
Peloponnefian War to the Expedition of 
the Argonauts^ there is no more than 
an Interval of feven times feventy two 
Years, which make fivfc hundred and 
four Years, and not feven hundred Years, 
as the Greeks computed. Thus in com- 
M 2 paring 
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paring the Pofition of the Heavens at 
this Time, with their Pofition in that 
Age, we find that the Expedition of the 
Argonauts ought to be plac'd about 
nine hundred Years before Cbrijif and 
not about fourteen hundred ; and confb- 
quently that the World is not fo old by 
five hundred Years as it was generally 
fuppos'd to be. By this Calculation all 
the MtHs are drawn nearer , and the ie- 
veral Events are found to have happen'd 
later than is computed. I don't know 
whether this ingenious Syftem will be 
favourably receiv'd; and whether thefe 
Notions will prevail fo far with the 
L.earned, as to prompt them to reform the 
Chronology of the World. Perhaps thefe 
Gentlemen would think it too great a 
Condefcenfion , to allow one. and the 
fame Man the Glory of having improv'd 
natural Philofophy, Geometry and Hi- 
ftory. This would be a kind of uni- 
verfal Monarchy, which the Principle of 
Self-Love that is in Man, will icarce 
fuffer him to indulge his Fellow -Crea- 
ture; and, indeed, at the fame Time that 
fome 
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fome very great Philofophers attack'd 
Sir Ifaac Newton's attractive Principle, 
others fell upon his chronological Syftcm. 
Time that fliou'd difcover to which of 
thefe the Viftory is due, may perhaps 
only leave the Difpute ftUl more unde- 
tennin'd, 
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LETTER XVIII. 

O N 

TRAGEDY. 



THE Englip as well as the Spa- 
niards were poflels'd of Thea- 
tres, at a Time when the French 
had no more than moving, itinerant 
Stages. Shakejpear^ who was confider'd 
as the Corneitle of the firft mention'd 
3>Jation, was pretty near Cotemporary 
with Lspez de Vega^ and he created, as 
it were, the .^nglijh Theatre. Bbake' 
Jpear boafted a ftrong, fruitful Genius : 
]ke was natural and fublime, but had not 
fo much as a fmgle Spark of good Tafte, 
or Jcnew gn? Rule of the Drama. I 
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will now hazard a random, but, at 
the fame Time, true Refledlion, which 
is, that the great Merit of this Drama- 
tic Poet has been the Ruin of die Rng- 
Ifjh Stage. There are fuch beautiful, 
luch noble, fuch dreadful Scenes in 
this Writer's monilrous Farces , to 
which the Name of Tragedy is given, 
that they have always been exhibited 
with great Succefs. Time, which only 
gives Reputation to Writers, at laft 
makes their very Faults venerable. Moft 
of the whimfical, gigantic Images of this 
Poet, have, thro' Length of Time (it 
being an hundred and fifty Years lince 
they were firft drawn) acquir'd a Right 
of paffing for fubllme. Moft of the 
modem dramatic Writers have copied 
himj but the Touches and Dcfcriptiona 
which are applauded in SbakeJ^ear^ are 
hifs'd at in thefe Writers; and you'll 
eafily believe that the Veneration in 
which this Author is held, increafcs in 
Proportion to the Contempt which is 
fliown to the Moderns. Dramatic Wri- 
ters don't confider that they fhould not 
M 4 imitate 
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imitate him; and the ill Succefs of 
Sbakejpear's Imitators^ produces no o~ 
ther EfFeift, than to make him be con- 
fider'd as inimitaHe. You rememtwf 
that in the Tragedy of Othello 
Moor of Venice, {a moft tender Piece) a 
Man ftrangles his Wife on die Stagcj 
and that the poor Woman, whilft fhe 
is ftrangling, cries aloud, that Oie dies 
very unjuilly. You know that in 
Hamlet Prince of Denmark , two 
Grave-Diggers make a Grave, and are 
all the Time drinking, finging Bat- 
lads, and making humourouB Reflexi- 
ons, {natural indeed enough to Perfons 
«f their Profeffion) on the feveral Skulls 
tiiey throw up with their Spades j but 
a Circumftancc which will, furprize yoq 
is, that this ridiculous Incident has heen 
imitated. In the Reign of King Cbar/et 
the Second, which was that of Polite- 
nefs, and the Golden Age of the Libe- 
ral Arts ; Qtway , in his Venice 
PRESERv'ir; introduces Antonio die 
Senator, and Naki his Curtezin, in 
the Midft of the Horrors of the Mar-r 
flijis of ^edemar\ Confpiracy. Anta- 
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f^Of the fuperannuated Senator plays, 
in his Miilrefe's Prefence, all the apUh 
Tricks of » lewd, impotent Debauchee 
who is quite frantic and out of his 
Senfes. He mimicks a Bull and a 
Dc^ } and bites his Miftrefs's L^, 
who kicks and whips him. However, ; 
the Players have Amck theie Buffoone* 
ries (which indeed were calculatcii mere- 
ly for the ■ Drfigs of the People) oiif 
of Otway's Tragedy; but they have 
ftill left in Stake/pear's Julius Cje- 
SAR, the Jokes of the Raman Shoe- 
makers and Coblers, who are Introduc'd 
in the fame Scene with Bfutus and C(^ 
^us. You will undoubtedly complain, tlu,t 
dioie who have hitherto difcours'd witl} 
you on the Englijh Stage, and efpecj- 
ally on the celebrated Shakejpear^ hav« 
taken Notice only of his Errors; and 
that iio one has tranfiated any of tho)^ 
ftrong, thofe forcible Paflagcs which &»• 
tone for all his Faults. But to this J 
- will anfwer, that nothing is ealier th&u 
to exhibit in Profe all the filly Imperti- 
pencies which a Poet may have thrown 
©ytj but that 'tis a very difficult Talk 
to 
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to tranflate his fine Veries. AH your ju- 
nior academical Soph^ who fct up for 
Ceoibrs of the eminent Writers, compile 
whole Volumes ; but methinks two Pages 
which difplay fome of the Beauties 
of great Genius's, are of Infinitely more 
Value than all the idle Rhapfodies of 
thofe Commentators; and I will join in 
Opinion with all Pcrfons of good Tafte 
in declaring, that greater Advantage 
may be reap'd ftMn a Dozen Verfes of 
Homer or Virgil^ than from all the Cri- 
tiques put together which have been 
made on thofe two great Poets. 

I HAVE ventur'd to tranflate fome 
Paff^es of die moft celebrated En^lijb 
Poets, and ftiall now give you one 
from Sbakejpear. Pardon the Blemifhes 
of the Tranflation for the Sake of the 
Original; and remember always that 
when you fee a Vcrfion, you fee 
merely a feint Print of a beautiful 
Pifture. I have made Choice of Part 
pf the celebrated Soliloquy in Hamlety 
which you may remember is as follows. 
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'tobe^ or not to be ! that is the St^ejiion / 

Whether 'tis nobler in the Mind to fuf- 
fer 

The Stings and Arrows of outrageous 
Fortune^ 

Or to take Arms againfi a Sea of 
'Troubles, 

And by oppofing, end them ? Ito dye ! 
tojleep! 

No more f and by a Sleep to fay we end 

The Heart-achj and the thoufand na- 
tural Shocks 

That Flejh is Heir to! 'fis a Confum- 



Devoutly to be wijh'd. To die ! tojliep ! 
To Jleepy perchance to dreamt Oy , 

there's the Rub ; 
For in that Sleep of Deaths what 

Dreams may come 
When we have Jhuffled off this, mortal 

Coyle, 
Muji give us Paufe. There's the reJpeSi 
That makes Calamity off long Life : 
For -who wou'd bear the Whips and 

^(orns of Time^ 

Tb' 
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ffi' Opprejfor's Wrongs the poor Man's 

contumely t 
Itbe Pangs of defpis'd Love^ the Lmos 

Delay, 
^be Infilence of Office, and the Spurns 
^iat patient Merit of tb* urrwortiy 

takes, 
Wben be bimfelf might bis ^ietus make 
Witb a bare Bodkin ? Who would tbefe 

Fardles bear 
'To groan andfweat under a weary Life, 
But that the Dread offometbing after 

Death, 
ty undifcover'd Country , from whofe 

Bourn ^ 

No Traveller returns, puzzles the Will, 
Aid makes us rather hear tbofe Ills 

we have, 
Tbanfiy to others that we know not of? 
Itbus Confcience does make Cowards of 

us alii 
And tbiis the native Hue of Refolution 
Is fickled o'er witb the pale Cajt of 

fbougbt : 
Jnd Enterprises of great Weight and 

Moment 

Witb 
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With this Regard their Currents turn 

awayy 
jind lofe the Name ofAStton 

My Verfion of it runs thus: 

Demeurey il faut cboijir & pafer d 

rinftant 
De la w, ^ la morty ou de PEtre au 

neant. 
Dieux cruels, ill en ejiy ^clairez mon 

courage. 
Faut'il vieillir courbi foui la main 

qui nCoutrage, 
SupporteTy oujinir mon malbeur & tnon 

firt^ 
^i fuis je? ^i m'arrete ! & qu*e^- 

ce que la Mort ? 
Ceji la fin de not mauxy c'eftmonumque 

Azile 
Aprh de Img tranJportSy c'efi unfommeil 

tranquile. 
On iendorty & tout meurtj mats un 

affreux reveil 
Doit fucceder pent etre aux douceurs 

duf)mmeil! 

On 
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On nous menace^ on dit que eette courts 
Vie, 

De tourmem /ternels efi auffi-tU Juivit' 
O Mart t moment fatal ! affreufe E- 

terniti! 
flout caeur ^ ton feulnom fe glace ipiu- 

vanti. 
Eb ! qui pourroit fans I'd fupporter 

cettevie^ 
De nos Pritres menteurs benir Vhypo- 

crije; 
Uune indigne Maitrejfe encenjer Its 

erreursy 
Ramper fous un Mini^re , adorer fes 

hauteurs i 
Et montrer les langueurs de fan ami 

ahattue^ 
Ades Amis ingrats qui detoument la-vUet 
La Mort Jeroit trcp douce en ces extre^ 

mitezy 
Mais le fcrupule park, & nous crie^ 

Arretez j 
// defend h nos mains cet heureux 

homicide 
Et d'un Heros guerrier, fait un Chri- 

tien timide, &c. 

DON^T 
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Don't imagine that I have trsuiflated 
Sbakejpear in a fervile Manner. Woe to 
the Writer who gives a literal Vcrfionj 
who by rendring every Word of his 
Original, by that very means enervates 
the Senfe, and extinguiflies all the Fire 
of it. 'Tis on fuch an Occaiion one 
may juftly affirm, that the Letter kills, 
but' the Spirit quickens. 

Here follows another Pa^ge copied 
from a celebrated Tragic Writer among 
the Englijh. 'Tis Drydett, a Poet in the 
Reign of Charles the Second ; a Writer 
whofe Genius was too exuberant , and 
not accompanied with Judgment enough. 
Had he writ only a tenth Part of the 
Works he left bdiind him, his Chara- 
<aer wou'd have been confpicuous in 
every Part ; but his great Fault is his 
having cndeavour'd to be univcrfal. 

The Paflagc in Queftion is as fol- 
lows : 

If^hen I confider hife^ 'tis all a Cheats 
Tet fool'd by Hope, Men favour the 
Deceit j 

Truji 
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^ruji on and thtni, to Morron will 

repay; . . 

Tfl Mtrrow's fal/er than tU former 

Dsy i 
Lies more ; and nebilji it Jays uv Jhall 

beblefi 
With fime new Joy cuts off what vie 



'ge Cozenage ! none weu'd live 
faji Tears again. 

Yet all hope Pleafure in what yet re- 
main^ 

jind from the Dregs of Life think ta 
receive 

What the frft jprightly Running could 
not give. 

Tm tir'd with waitir^for this cbymic 
Gold, 

Which fools us young, and btggars us 
when old. 

I ihall now give you my Tranfladoo. < 

De dejfeins en, regrets & d^emurs. en 

•dejirs 
i« Mortels infenfh promemnt leur Fo- 

lie. Dans 
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X)am Jet malheun prtfenti^ dam tefpotr 

da plaifirs 
Nous ne vivem jamais, nous attendons 

la w>. 
Vemain^ demain, dit-on^'oa eomblertous 

nos vceux. 
Demain vient, & nous laije encore plus 

malbeureux. 
^'elle ejl terreuTy kelasl du fotnqui 

nous divore, 
Nul de nous ne voudroit recommencer 

fon cours. 
(Df ms premiers memens nous maudtf- 

fons Faurore, 
^t de la huit qui vient, nous attendons 

encore 
Ce qu'ont en vain promis les plus beaux 

de nos jmrs, &c. 

'Tis in thefe detach'd Pailages that 
riw Englift) have hitherto rarcell'd. Their 
dramatic Pieces » moft of which are 
barbarous and without Decorum, Order 
or Verifinulitude, dart fuch refplendent 
Flafhes, thro' this Gleam, as amaze and 
aftonifli. The Style is too much inflated, 
N too 
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too unnatural, top dofely copied froih 
the Hebrew Writers, who abound io 
much witli the AJtatic^Xk^an, But then 
it muft be alfo confe&'d, that the Stilts 
of the figurative Style- on which the 
Ettglijb Tongue is lifted up, railes the 
Genius at the fame Time very far aloft, 
tho* with an irregular Pace. The firft 
En^ijb Writer who compps'd a r^lar 
Tragedy and infus'd a: Spirit of Ele- 
gance thro' every Part of it, was the il- 
luilrious Mr. uiddifon. His Cato is a 
MaAcr-piece bodi with r^ard to the 
IMftion, and to the Beauty and Harmo- 
ny of the Numbers. The Charader of 
Cato is, in my Opinion, vaftly fuperiour 
to that of Cornelia in thePoMPEv of 
Corneille: For Cato is great without 
any Thing like Fuftian, and ConKlia^ 
who befides is not a neceflary Chancer, 
tends fbmetimes to bombafl. Mr. Addi' 
Jin's Cato appears to me the greatefl 
Chara^r that was ever Iffought upon 
any Stajge, but then the reft of them 
don't correfpond to the Dignity of its 
And this dramatic Piece fo. excellently 
weU 
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Well writ, is disfigur'd by a duU Love- 
Plot, which fpreads a certam .Languor 
over the whole, that quite. murders it . 

The Cuftom of introducing XiO«e at 
random and at any rate in the Drama, 
pafs'd from Paris to London about, 1660. 
with our Ribbons apd. ouf Peruqucs. 
The Ladies who adorn the . Thea^ical 
Circle, there, in like Manner as in .this 
City, will liifFer Love only to be. the 
Theme of every Converfation. The ju- 
dicious Mr. AddiJ'on had the eflfeminate 
Complaifancc to foften the Severity of 
his dramatic CharatAer fo , as to adapt ic 
to the Manners of thb Age; and from 
an Endeavour to plcaie, qu)^. ruin'd a 
Mafter-Piece in its kind. Since his Time, 
the Drama is become more regular, the 
Audience more difHcplt to be pleas'd, and 
Writers more corre<S..and lefs bold. I 
have , feen fome new Pieces that were 
written with great Regularity, but which 
at the fame Time Were very flat and in- 
fipid. One would think that the Englijh 
had been hitherto form'd to produce irre- 
gular Beauties only. The ihinmg Mon- 
N a Hers 
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fters of SbakeJ^ear ^ give infinite more 
Delight than the judicious Images o^ 
the Modems, Hitherto the poetical Ge- 
nius of the Englt/h refembles a tufted 
Tree planted by the Hand of Nature, 
that throws out a thouiand Branches at 
random, and fpreads unequally, but with 
great Vigour. It dies if you attempt to 
force its Nature, and to lop and dre& it 
in the fame Manner as the Trees of the 
Garden of Marti. 
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LETTER XIX. 



COMEDY. 



I AM furpriz'd that the judicious and 
ingenious Mr. de Muralty who has 
publilh'd fomc Letters on the Eng- 
iijh and French Nations , fliould have 
confin'd himfelf , in treating of Comedy, 
merely to cenfure SBadwell the comic 
Writer. This Author was had in pretty 
great Contempt in Mr. de Muralt'i 
Time, and was not the Poet of the po- 
lite Part of the Nation, His dramatic 
Pieces which pleas'd fome Time in a<fl- 
ing, were defpis'd by all Perfons of Tafte 
N 3 and 
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and might be compar'd to many Plays 
which 1 have feen in France^ that drew 
Crowds to the Play-houfe, at the fame I'imc 
that they were intolerable to read ; and 
of which it might be faid , that the 
whole City of Paris exploded them, and 
yet all flock'd to fee 'cm rcprefented on ■ 
the Stage. Methinks Mr. de Muralt 
fliould have mention'd an excellent co* 
mic Writer (living when he was in 
England) I mean Mr. WycberUy, who 
was a long Time known publickly to 
be happy in the go6d' Graces of the 
moft celebrated Miftrefs of King Charles 
the Second. This Gentleman who 
fafs'd his Life among Perfons of the 
Jiigheft Diftintaion, was perfeftly well 
acquainted with their Lives and their 
PolliiesV and painted them with the ' 
^rongeft Pencil , and in the trueft Co- 
Jeufs, He has drawn a Mifanirope or 
Man-hater, in Imitation of that of M9',. 
Here: All Wycberley^ Strokes are ftron- 
ger and bolder than thofc of our Mifan- 
/ro/f, but then they are lefs delicate, 
and the Rules pf Pec(>rum are not io 
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well obfcrv'd in this Play. The Englifi 
Writer has cortcdled the only Defeft that 
is in Moiiere's Comedy, the Thinnefs of 
the Plot, which alfo is fo difpos'd that 
the Chara^rs in it do ndt chough 
riife our Concern. The Englijh Co- 
medy affefts U6, and the Contrivance 
of the Plot is very ingcnioas, but at the 
feme Time 'tis too bold for die French 
Manners. The Fable is this. ^^ A 
Captain of a Man of War, who is very 
brave, c^n-hearted, and cnflam'd with 
a Spirit of Contempt for all Mankind, 
has a prudent, fincere Friend «rhom 
he ytt is fufpicious of, and a MiArefii 
that loves him widi the utmoft Excels 
of Paffion. The Captain fo fer from 
.returning her Love, will not even coin- 
ddcend to look upon her; but confides 
inttrely in a falfe Friend, who is the 
moft worthlcfs Wreteh living. At the 
ftme Time he has given his Heart to a 
Creature who is the greateif . Coquet, 
and the moft perfidious of her Sex, and 
is fo credulous as to be confident ^e is 
a Penelope, and his £dfe Friend a Cat6. 
^ ^ Ho 
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He embarks on board his Ship in wder 
to go and fight the Dutch, having left 
all his Money, his Jewels and every 
Thing he had in the World to this yr- 
tuous Creature , whom at the iame Time 
he recommends to the Care of his fiip- 
pos'd iaichfiil Friend. Ncverdielefc the 
real Man. of Honour whom he fufpeds 
fo unaccountably, goes on, boariWthe 
Ship with him; and the Miftrefs on 
whom he would not beftow fo much as 
one Glance, diigulfes herfelf in the Ha- 
bit of a Page, and is with him the 
whole. Voyage, without his once kncwr^, 
ing that ihe is of a Sex different from. 
that flie attempts to pals for, which, by 
the Way, is not over natural. 
, The Captain having blown up his 
own Ship in an Engagement, returns to 
^rt^land abandon 'd and undone , ac- 
companied by his Page and his Friend, 
without knowing the Friendftiip of the 
one, or the tender Paffion of the o- 
ther. Immediately he goes to the jewel 
^mong Women, who he expeded had 
preferv'd her Fidelity to him, and the. 
Treafure he bad le(t in her Hands. He 
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tneets with her indeed, but married to 
the honeft Knave in whom he had le- 
pos'd fo much Confidence ; and finds fhe 
had adted as trcacheroufly with regard 
to the Caiket he had cntrufted her withi 
The Captain can fcarce think it poffible, 
that a Woman of Virtue and Honour 
can aft fc vile, a Part ; but to convince 
him ftill more of the Reality of it, this 
very worthy Lady falls in Love with 
the little Page, and will force him to 
her Embraces. But as it -is requifitc 
JuiHce ihould be done, and that in a 
dramatick Piece Virtue ou^t to be re- 
warded and Vice punifli'd} 'tis at laft 
found tl^t the' Captain takes lus Pa^'s 
Place, and lyes with his feithleis Mi- 
ftre&, -cuckolds his treadierous Friedd, 
thmfts his Sword liirou^ his Body, 
recovers his <!:aiket and marries his Page. 
Yoa*U obferve Aat this Play is alio lard- 
ed with a petulant, litigious old Woman 
(a Relation of the Captain) who is the 
moft . comical Charafter that was ever 
Ivougbt upon the Stage. 
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WTCHfiRLEY has fllfo copicd from 
Moliert another Play, of as fii^lar and 
bold a Caft, which is a kind of ££-0^ 
des Femfius, or, Scboal for marritd 
Women. 

The prinfipal Chara^er in dus C6- 
muly is one Horner, a fly Fortune- 
Hunter, and the Terror of all the City 
Hufbands. This Fellow in order to pfaiy 
a forer Game, cau&s a Report to be 
f^vad, that in his laft Hinds, the Surgeons 
had found it necei&ry to have him made 
an Eunuch. Upon his appearing in this 
notde Charader, all the HuJbands in 
Town flock to him with tlyir Wives, 
and now poor Homer is only puzzled 
about his Choice. However, he gives 
the Preference particularly to a little 
female Pea^t; a very harralc^, inno- 
cent Creature, who enjoys a fine Flufh 
of Health, and cuckold^ her Huiband 
widi a SimpliciQr that has infinitely 
more Merit than the witty Malice of 
the moft experienc'd Ladies. This Play 
cannpt indeed be call'd the Schocd of 
good McMral^ but 'tis certainly the School 
of Wit and true Humour, 

Sir 
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Sir yobn Vanbrugb has writ ieveral 
Comedies which aiie more humourous 
than thpfc of Mr. IVycberleyy but not fo 
ingenious. Sir yobn was a Man of 
Pleasure , and likewiie a Poet and an 
Archited. The general Opinion is, 
that he is as fprightly in his Writings 
as he is heavy in his Buildings. 'Tis he 
whorais'd the famous.CafUe <^ Blenheim, 
a ponderous and lafling Monument of 
our unfortunate Battle of Hockjiet. Were 
the Apartments but as fpacious as dip 
Walls are thick, this Caflle wou'd be 
commodious enough. Some Wagj in iui 
Epitaph he made on Sir John Fanbru^bi 
has the& Lines : 

Earth lye light on bim, far be 
Laid maty a heavy Load on thee. 

Sir John having taken a, Tour into 
Prance before the glorioas War that 
broke out in 170 J, was thrown into tho. 
BafiiU^ and detain'd tho'e for ibnio. 
Time, without being ever able to difco- 
vcr the Motive which had prompted 
our 
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oar Miniftry to indulge him this Mark 
of their Diftindion. He writ a Come- 
dy during his Confineoient; and a Cir- 
cumAance which appears to - me very 
extraordinary is, that we dcm't meet 
with fb much as a fingle iatyrical Stroke 
againft die Country in which he had 
been fo injurioufly treated. 

The late yir. Congreve rais'd the 
Glory of Comedy to a greater Height 
than any Englifh Writer before or lincc 
his Time, He wrote only a few Plays, 
but they are all excdient in their kind. 
The ll^ws of the Drama are ftridly 
obicrv'd in them ; they abound widi 
Chanu^rs all which are fhadow'd with 
the utmoft Delicacy, and we don't meet 
with fo much as cme low^ or coarfc Jcil. 
The X^anguage is every where ihat of 
Men of Honour, but their Adions arc 
diofe of Knaves J a Proof that he was 
perfcSly wdl acquainted with human 
Nature, and frequent^ what we call 
polite Company. He was infirm, and 
come to the Verge of Life when I knew 
him. Mr. Congrtve had one Defed, 
which 
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■whkh wis, his entertaining too mean an 
Idea of his firft Profcffion, {that of a 
Wricer) tho' 'twas to. this he ow'd his 
Fame and Fortune. He fpoke of his 
"Works as of Trifles that were beneath 
him } and hinted to me in our firft 
Convcrfation , that I fhould viHc him 
upon no other Foot than that of a Gen- 
tleman, who led a Life of Plainnels and 
Simplicity. I anfwer'd, that had he 
been fo unfortunate as to be a mere Gen- 
tleman I fhould never Tiave come to fee 
him ; and I was very much difgufted ^t 
fo unfeafonable a Piece of Vanity. 

Mr. Coagreve's Com»iies are the moft 
witty and r^lar, thofc of Sir yobtt 
Vanbrugb nioft gay and humourous, and 
thofe of Mr. Wycberley Have the greateft 
Force and Spirit. It may be proper ta 
ebfenrc , that thefe fine Genius's never 
ipdke diladvantageoufly of Mclierf; and 
^t none but the contemptible Writers 
among the Engltjb have endeftvour*d to 
kflcn the Charadler of that great comic 
Poet. Such Itaiian Muficiaiu as deipife 
Luiiy are thcmfelves Perfons of no Cha- 
racter 
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SiBa or Ability; but a Suomncint o- 
Aeems thdt great Artlft, and does Juftice 
to h& Merit. 

Tnt Englijh have fomc other good 
comic Writers living , inch as Sir Ri- 
chard Steele t 'and Mr. CiHer, who is 
an excellent Flajrer ^ and alfo Poet 
IdUreaf, a Title which how ridiculous 
Ibevcr it may be thought, is yet worth 
a thou^d Crowns a Year, (belldes fomc 
cohildcrable Privileges) to the Perfon who 
cnjoy^ it Our illuftrious CorneitU had 
not fo much. 

T o conclude. Don't delGre me to de- 
fcend to Particulars with regard to thefe 
Eftglijb Comedies, which I am fo fond 
of applauding j nor to give you a fingle 
fmart Saying, or humorous Stroke from 
Wycberley or Congreve. We don't laugh 
in reading a Tranilatipn. If you have a 
Mind to onderftand the Rngtijb Comedy, 
the only way to do this will be for you 
to go to England^ to fpend three Years 
in London y to make your &If Mafter 
of the EngUJb Tongu^ and to frequent 
the Play-h<Mre every Night. I receive 
but 
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but little Pleafurc from the Pcrnfal of 
^rijiopbarus and Plautus, and f«: this 
Rcafon, bccanfc I am neither a Greek 
nor a Roman. Tlw Delicacy of the Hu- 
mour, the AUufion, the i propos^ all 
theie ace loA to a Foreigner. 

But 'tis diffaent with refpeA to 
Tragedy, this treating only of exalted 
Faflions and beroical Follies, which the 
antiquated Errors of Fable or Hiftory 
have made facred. Oedipus, Eleifra and 
fuch like Charadters, may with as much 
Propriety, be treated of by the Spaniards^ 
iheEngliJb^ or Vs^ as by the Greeks, But 
true Comedy is the fpeaking Pidure of 
the Follies and ridiculous Foibles, of 'a 
Nation ; fo that he only is able to judge of 
the Painting, who is perfei^y acquainted 
with the People it reffreicnts. 
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LETTER XX, 

On fudi of the 

NOBILITY 

As cultivate {he 

BELLES LEtTRES. 

THERE once was a Time in 
France when the polite Arts 
were cultivated by Perfons of 
the higheft Rank in the State. The 
Courtien particularly, were conver&nt 
in them, altho' Indolence, a Taile for 
Trifles, and a Paffion for Intrigue, were 
fte Divinities of the Coonuy. The 
Court 
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Ceurt caeUiirik! «t this Time fecip? to 
have given into a T^fte quit? qppofite 
IP that of polite Literature, but perlwps 
the Mode of Thinking m^y be reviv'd in 
« little Time. The French »re of fg 
fi^ibU a Difp<rfition, may he moulded 
intp fuch a Variety of Shapes, that the 
Monarch needs but command and he is 
immediately otey'd. The Er^Hfli genev 
rajly think, and X^earning is had in grea-r 
|er Honour among them than in oav 
Country t an Advantage that refults natu-r 
rally from the Form of their Govern-. 
ment. There are about eight hundred 
Perfons in England who have a Rigbl 
to fpeak in publick, and to fupport ths 
Sntcrefl of the Kingdom ; and near Eve 
or fix Thouland may in their Turns, 
afplre to the fame Honour. The whole 
N3ti<Mi fet thcmfclvcs up as Judges over 
thefe, and every Man has the Liberty of 
publishing his Thoughts with regard ttj 
publick A^irs; which ihews, that all 
the People in general are indifpenfably 
eblig'd to cultivate their Underibuidtngs. 
In England the Governments of Gretce 
O and 
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and Rome are the Subject of every ;Cop- 
verfation, fo that every Man is under a 
Ncceflity of pcnifing fuch Authors as 
treat of them, how difagroeable ibever 
it may be to him ; and this Study leads 
naturally to that of polite Literature. 
Mankind in general fpeak well in their 
refpcflive Profcffions. What is the Rca- 
fon why our MagiftrateSj our Lawyers, 
our Phyficians , and a great Number .rf 
the Clergy arc abler Scholars, have a 
finer Tafte and more Wit than Perfone 
of all other Profeflions ? The Reafon is, 
bacaufe their Condition of Life requires a 
cultivated and enlightned Mind, in tKe 
fame Manner as a Merchant is oblig'd 
to be acquainted with his Traffick. Not 
long fince an EngUjh Nobleman , who 
was very young, came to fee me at Pa- 
rh in his Return from Italy. He had 
writ a poetical Defcription of that Coun- 
try, which, for Delicacy and Politerieis 
may vie with any Thing we meet with 
in the Earl of Rochejier, or in our Cbau- 
lieu, our Sarrafin^ or Cbapelle. The 
Tranflation I have given of it is fo in- 
.. exprelTive 
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t]q>renive of the Strength and deliesitfl 
Humour of die Original, that I am 
obIig*d fcrioufly to aik Pardon of the 
Audior, and of all who Uftderftand Eng* 
lifb. However, as this is the only Me- 
thod I have to make his Lordibip'd 
Verfcs known, I (hall here prefcnt you 
with &em in our Tongue. 

^'tfy je done vS dam ritaliet 
Orguei/y j4/iuce, ^ Pauvret^, 
Grands Complimens, peu de Bont/ 
Et beaucoup de Ceremonie. ^ 

L'extravaganteComedie^ 
^e fouvent rinquifitton • 
Veut quon nomMe Religion j 
Mais qu'ici nous nommons Foli^. 

La Nature en 'Oain hienfaifante 
Feut enricberfes Lieux cbarmanSt 
Des Prltreslamaindefolante 
Etottffe fes plus beaux prifens. 

■ Ka LoTdfhip undoubted^ Unti it the Paica ttt|!cb 
cettun ^rcachtit *A in the open Squaiet. 

O 2 tet 
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La Mai^mrs, fy Jifrnl draads. 
Seals itm lean Pclaii nugnifiqua 
ffint itilluftres ftiiuant!, 
Sam argent, SfaMsdunfftiput. 

Pair let Petit t, Jmm Kberti, 
' Marty f 5 du jevg fui let domim, 
lb ont fait vteu de pauvreti, 
Primi^ Ditu par afivet/ 
Et ti>l^mrsjeiau*t par famnt. 

Cet beaux lieux du Piape bemt 
Semileut babitezpar let Diablesi 
Et let Habitant mifirablet 
Sent damUK dtpu It ParaSt* 
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ON JBif 

Earl of Rochester 

AND 

Mr. WALLB R. 

THE Eafi of Rocbefier^s Name ^ 
uniyerfaUy known. Mr. 4f Sf^ 
Bvrefftoni has noatb very fre- 
quent mention of him, Init then he has 
reprellbnted this famous NoUeman ip do 
other Light dian as the Mw of Pleafun;, 
as one who was the Idol of the F^r j 
but witlj regard to my fclf, J ^u^ 
witlio^ dt^rtbe in him the Ma^ of 
O 3 Genius, 
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Genius, the great Poet. Among other 
Pieces which dlfplay the Ihintng Inu^- 
natton his Lordfhip only cou'd boaA, 
he wrote fome Satyrs on the iame Sub- 
jet^ as thofc our celebrated Boileau made 
choice of. I don't know any better Me- 
thod of improving the Taftc , than to 
compare the Produdlions of &ch goat 
Genius's as have exercis'd their Talent on 
the iame Subjedt. Boileau declaims as" 
follows againlt human Reafon tn lus Sa-^ 
tyr on Man. 

Cependant ^ le voir plein de vapeurs 

l^geres, 
Soi^ttime fe bercer de fes prices cht- 

meres, 
Jjtii feul de la nature efi la baza t$ 

Tappui^ 
"Etle dtxieme del ne toiime que pour luik 
De tous ies jinitnaux il efi ici le Maitre j 
^i pQurroit le nier^ pQvrfuii tu ? Moi 

PeuUiire. 
Ce maitre fr^tendu qui /ear dome des 

loixj 

Ce Roi de't jimm^ux^ (ombien ^t'il de 

-. Roiif 
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Tety pleas' d with idle Wbimjtes of bis 

Brain, 
And puff'd -with Pride, this haughty. 

'Thing wou'dfain 
£e thought him/elf the only Stay and , 

Prop 
'that holds the mighty Frame of Na-. 

ture up. 
. the Skies and Stars his Properties 

muflfeem. 

Of all the Creatures he's the Lord,, he 
cries. 

And who is there, fay you^ that dares 

deny 
So own'd a Truth? That may be, Sir, 

do I. 

*this boajled Monarch of the World -who 

awes 
'The Creatures here^ and tvith his Nod 

gives Laws ; 
This felf-nant'd King^ who thus pre- 
tends to be 
The Lord of all, how many Lords has he ? 
Oldham a little alter'd. 
O 4 Th» 
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fue Lord Rocbefter expnflbt hufaftlf. 
in his Satyr :^inft Man, in prett|r ^'^^ 
tbe following Maimfcr: But I ia<a& firft 
defire you always to fctmetmbcr, ^t the 
Verfions I give you frooi tht EngUp 
Poets are written with Freedom and La- 
titude; and that die Rdbaint of our 
Verliiication , and the DelicacieE of the 
Frittcb Tongue, wiU not allow a IVan- 
ilator to convey into it the liceliti<His Im- 
petuc^ty and Fire of the£fi^^y& Nuoabers. 

Cet Efprit que je ba% cet E^t pUh 

ierrtuTy 
Ge n'eji pas ms raifon^ t'efi in Hmne 

DoBeur, 
Oefi la raifon frivSh^ itiptifftt *r- 

geuilleufe 
Desfages jinimaux^ rroale didai^mfe, 
^ croit entr'eux & P-^irtge, occapef le 

milieu^ 
&tpenfe itre id has t image Sejbti liku. 
Vil atSme imparfaity qui ctoit^ ioute^ 

Sjpute 
Rampe, s^eleve^ tombe^ & mv ^tvreja 

tMtv. 
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ti^ noMS Hi jt fuis Jiirt, ■» mm mii- 

trantftsfersy 
Et dont rail trouble & f$tm, croit 

ptrctr funivrrs. 
jillez, reverends FouSy Htnbeurttm Fa- 

natiques, 
Compilisi Hen fjlums it ves Riemfcbo' 

laJHqueSt 
Peres de Vijims^ & J'EnigJi^ fiifXt 
Auteuri du Labirintbey ou i»w vous 

igarex. 
Jittextbfcur'ement iciairch'wsilu^rvsy ' 
Et courez dans Ficok adorer wi cbi" 

meres. 
IleJdaHtreserrfurs, ile^JectsJfwts 
Condamni par tux mimes d f -ennui 

da repes. 
Ce wyp^ tncitStrS, Jier defiit Indo- 
lence 
^rtmquiihy mi fern de Dim. Hytfevt 

ilfaire? II fenfe. 
Ntf«, tu ne pvnjk pmrtt, tn^aSt, tu 

dors : 
Imaile ^ U tem^ 9 itit «* rm^ its 

Mprtu 

7m 
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Ton efi^t inervicroupit damlaMoleffe. 
Reveille tot ^ fois bommey SSfondeton 

Tvrtffe. 
L'bomme efi nipour apr^ & tu pretem 
fef^ert &c. ■ 

The Original runs thus : - 

Holdt mighty Man, I cry all this we 

jtnd 'tis this very Reafitt I dejpife, 
This JUpernatural Gift, that makes a 

Mite 
Think he's the Image of the Injinite ; 
Comparing his Jbort Life J void pf all refi. 
To the eternal and the ever bUJl. 
This bufyy puzzling Stirrer up of Doubts 
That frames deep Myjleries^ then finds 

'em outy 
FiUingt with frantic Crowds of thinks^ 

Fools, 
Tbofe reverend Bedlams, Colleges and 

Schools; 
. Borne on whofe Wings, each heavy Sot 

can pierce 
The Limits of the hundlefs Univerfe. 
So 
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So charming Ointments make afl eld 

And bear a crippled Qarcqfs through 

the Sky. 
"Tis this exalted Fower^ v>kofe Bu/inefs 

[lies 
In Nonfenfe and Impoffibilities. 
Tits made a wbimjcal Fbilofipher, 
Before the jpacious World bis 5a5 
, preferi 

Aid we have modern cloyjier'd Cox- 
- comisj who 
Retire to tbink^ *caufe they have nt^gbt. 

to do: 
But 'thoughts are giv'n Jor MHon's 

Government, 
Where A^im cedfes^ Thought's imperti" . 

nent. 

Whether thefe Ideas are trae or- 
falfe, 'tis certain they are exprefi'd with , 
an Energy and Fire which form the Poet 
I ihall be very far from attempting to 
examine philofophically into thde Vedes( 
to lay down the Pencil and take up the 
Rt4e and Compaf$ on this Occaficn ; my 
only 
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VsAf Z>£gn in this Letter, being to ££■ 
{^7 the Genius of the Et^lijh Poets, 
and dwtibn I fball contkioe in the 
Ame Vtpw. 

Tkk cdebrativ! Mr. Xr«/f«r ku been 
very much talk'd of in France^ snd 
Mr. de la FtiUaine , St. Evremtf/ii aiHt 
£^/tf have written his Elo^sm, but 
ftHl his Name only 'n known. He huri 
moch the fame Reputation in Lm^m as 
Voiture had in P»ris^ and in my Opi- 
nion dderv'd it better, ^oz/itrv was kom 
in an Age that was juft onerghtg fivai 
Barhari^i an Age that was ftill nide 
and ignorant, ^ Peo{de af whi^ 
aim'd at Wit, tho* they had not the 
leaft Pretenfioni to it, and fei^fat for 
Points and Conceits inAead of Senti- 
ments. Brijhl Stones are nuxe eafily 
fotmd than Diamonds. Votture, bom 
yt'tAi an eafy and frtvoloos Genins, ww 
the firft who fiKMie in diis Aur<H« i^ 
French Litcramre. Had he come i«» 
the World after thofe great GenioB'c «^ 
fpread inch a Glory owr the Age «f 
l,ems ^ FWtoeath, he wooid either 
have 
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have been unknown, vou'd have betn 
ddpis'd, or wou'd have concQed Us 
S^le. BoHesu i4>plaudod Hm, but 
'twas in his firfi Satyrs, 4t a Ttoie 
Vrhen the Tafle of that ^eat Poet -wm 
aot: jet fonn'd. He was ycKi^, amA 
an 9M. Age when Perfoiu form a Ju4g- 
ment of Men from their R^Mitatioo, 
md not from their Writings. Befides, 
Boileam was very partial boA in his 
Encomiums and his Cenfures. He ap- 
l^auded Segraitt whofe Works 210 Body 
reads ; he abus'd ^inauUf whofe poeti- 
cal Pieces every one has got by Heart, 
aiid is wholly lilent upon La Fontaine, 
Waller^ tho' a better Poet than /^(n/«rf, 
was not yet a finiih'd Poet. The Graces 
breathe in iuch of Waller*% Worths as 
are writ in a tender Strain^ but ^c^ai 
they are languid thro' Neg^gence, aiA 
often disfignr'd with £U& Thonglus. 
The EngUJh had not, in his Timci at- 
tain'd the Art of corred Writiing. But 
his Icrious Compoiitions exhibit a Strength 
and Vigour which cou'd not have been 
ttpe^ted from ite So&ieft aad Edfemi- 
nacy 
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mcy of his odicr Pieces. He wrote &a 
£Ie^ on Oliver Cromwel/, which with 
all it's Faults is ncverthclefs look'd upon 
AS a Mafler-Ptece. To underiland this 
Copy of Ver&s, you are to know that 
Ae Day Oliver died was remarkable fcH* 
a great Stonn. His Poem b^ins in this 
Manner: 

// n'e^ plus , s*en efi fait, Jbumettem 

nous aufort^ 
Us del afignali ce jour par des iem-^ 

pites, 
Ef la veix des tmnerres iclatant Jkr 

ttos tStes 
Vient (tannomer Ja mart, 

Parjes demiersfoupirs il ibranle cet lie i 
Cei tie quefon bras jit trembler tam de 

/«'. \ 

^and dans le cours de fes Exploits, 
II brifoit la tite des Rois^ 
Etfoumettoit un peuple i fort jougfeul 

docile. 

Mertu fen is trmbU\ Mertesfiott 
imus 

Semblent 
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Stmblent Jfre en groTtdatit aux phts 

lointatBs rhages 
^e Ttffroi de la terre & tm Mattrt 
n'eji plus, 

7'el au del autrefois s'envola Romulus, 
'tel il quita la Terre , au milieu det 

orageSy 
'Tel dun peuple guerrier il regut la 

homages i - 

Oh ft dans fa vie, ^ fa mert ador/^ 
Son palais fut un Temple^ &c. 

We mufi refignl Heav'n bis great Soul 

does claim 
In Storms as loud as his immortal Pam : 
His dying Groans, bis laji Breath Jhakes 

our JJle, 
And Trees uncut fall for his fvn'rai 

Pile: 
About bis Palace their broad Roots are 

toji . 

Into the Air -, fo Romulus was lo^ ! 
New Rome injiicb a Tempeft mijs'dher 

King, 
And from obeying fell to worjhipping: 
Oft 
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On (Ea'< ttf Ihui Hwcolea Ur/ itad. 
With rmiid Oaii nd Pmn iint him 

>w. 

Nature itrfelf took Ntict ^ Mi 

Dtatb, 
jM, H^Ht >'"'•' »- St» vktifach 

« Bretii, 
^bat to rimoteji Shores the £i7/iMPf 

mJ'd, 
fb'affroachiiig Fate of tit grot Rf- 
.kr toid. 

TwAi this Elogium that pen Oca- 
Bon to the Reply (taken NotiOB of in 
Bayl^i Di^onary.) which JValler made 
K> King Charles the Second. This King, 
to whom Waller had a little befofc, (as 
M ufual with Bardf and Mooardu) pre- 
lented a Copy of Ver&s embroider'd with 
Praifeti teproacfa'd the Poet £ir not 
writing with fo much Energy apd Fire 
as when he had appLuided the Ufpr- 
fec (meaning Oliver;) Sir, reply'd 
Waller to the King, we Poets fucceed 
better M Fi0ioii than » Tnth. This 
Anfwer 
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Anfwer was not fo fincere as that 
which a Dutch Ambaffador made, who, 
wheii the fame Monarch complain'd 
that his Mailers paid lefs Regard to him 
than they had done to Cromwelli Ah 
Sir ! fays the Amba^dor , Oliver was 

quite another Man 'Tis not my 

Intent to give a Commentary on fFal- 
ler's Character , nor on that of any other 
Perfon ; for I confider Men after their 
Death in no other Light than as they 
were Writers , and wholly difregard 
every Thing elfc. I fhall only obferve, 
that Waller, tho' born in a Court, and 
to an Eftate of five or fix thoufand 
Pounds Sterling a Year, was never fo 
proud or fo indolent as to lay afide the 
happy Talent which Nature had in- 
dulg'd him. The Earls of Dorfet and 
Rofcommon , the two Dukes of Bucking- 
bam ^ the Lord Halifax and fo many 
other Noblemen, did not think the 
Reputation they obtain'd of very great 
Poets and illuftrious Writers, any way 
derogatory to their Quality. They arc 
more glorious for their Works than for 
P their 
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their Titles. Thefc cultivated the po- 
lite Arts with as much Afllduity, as 
tho* they had been their whole Depen- 
dance. They alfo have made Learning 
ippcar venerable in the Eyes of the 
Vulgar, who have need to be led in all 
Things by the Great j and who neverthe- 
Icfs fafhion their Manners lefs after 
thofe of the Nobility (in England I 
mean) than in any other Country in the 
Wora 
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LETTER XXII. 

O N 

Mr. POP £, 

And fome other Famous 

POETS. 

I Intended to ti^eat of Mr. Prior, 
one of the moil amiable Englijh 
Poets, whom you faw Plenipoten- 
tiary and Envoy Extraordinary at Pan's 
in 1712. I alfo defign'd to have given 
you fome Idea of the Lord Rofcommon's. 
and the Lord Dorfet's Mufe j but I find 
riiat to do this I Ihould be oblig'd to 
write a large Volume, and tlut after 
P a much 
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much Pains and Trouble you wou'd 
have but an imperfed Idea of all thofe 
Works. Poetry is a kind of Mufic, 
in which a Man fhould have fome 
Knowledge before he pretends to judge 
of it. When I give you a Tranflation 
of fome Pailages &om thole foreign 
Poets, I only prick down, and that 
imperfedly, their MuiiC} but then I 
cannot e3q}reis the Tafte of their Har- 
mony. 

There is one Englijb Poem efpe- 
cially which I Ihould defpair of ever 
making you underftand, the Title where- 
of is Hudibras. The SubjecS of it is the 
Civil War in the Time of the Grand 
Rebellion; and the Principles and Pra- 
flice of the Puritans are therein ridi- 
cul'd. 'Tis Don ^txot, 'tis our * Sa- 

• A Spedes of Satyr in Profe and Verre written in 
Frame in 1 594, againft the Chiefs of the League ^t that 
Time. This Satyr which is alfo cali'd Catbaluon ^Efpngni, 
was lookM upon M a Malter-piece. Raph, Le R«i, Pitbau, 
Fajf'ral and Cbretitn, the greateft Witt of that Age, tza 
the Authors of it; and 'tw^^ entitled Min'.ppee, from Mt- 
nippHi, a cynical Philf Ibphc, who had written Leiten fitl'd 
with iharp, faiyrical ZTprellionj, in Iniitalkm of Varre, 
who compos'd Satyrs Hrh,'ch he entitled Sat^T^z Mmippett. 
tyre 
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t^re Menippie blended togetiier. I never 
found fo much Wit in one fingle Book 
as in that, which at the fame Time is 
the moft difficult to be tranflated. Who 
wou'd believe that a Work which paints 
in fuch lively and natural Colours the 
feveral Foibles and Follies of Mankind, 
and where we meet with more Senti- 
ments than Words, fliould baffle the 
Endeavours of the ableft Tranflator ? But 
the Reafon of this is j almoft every Part 
of it alludes to particular Incidents, 
The Clergy are there made the principal 
ObjeiS of Ridicule, which is undcrftood 
but by few among the Laity. To ex- 
plain this a Commentary would be re- 
quiiite, and Humour when explain'd is 
no longer Humour. Whoever fets up 
for a Cormnentator of fmart Sayings 
and Repartees, is himfelf a Blockhead, 
This is the Reafon why the Works of 
the ingenious Dean Swiff , who has been 
caU'd the Englijh Rabelah, will never 
be well ujiderftood in France. This 
Gentleman has the Honour {in common 
Vith Rabelais) of being a Prieft, and 
P 3 like 
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like him laughs at every Thing. But in 
my humble Opinion, the Title of the 
EngUJb Rabelais which is given the 
Dean, is highly derogatory to his Gc- 
niu^ The former has intcrfpers'd his 
anaccountably- fantaflic and unintelligi- 
ble Book, with the moll gay Strokes 
of Humour, but which at the fame 
Time has a greater Proportion of Imr 
pertinence. He has been vaftly lavilh 
uf Erudition, of Smut, and infipid Rail- 
lery. An agreeable Tale of two Pages 
is purchas'd at the Expence of whole 
Volumes of Nonfenfe. There are but 
few Perfons, and thofe of a grotefqup 
Tafte, who pretend to underftand;, and 
to efteem this Work j for as to die reft 
pf the Nation , they laugh at the plea-r 
fant and diverting Touches which are 
found in Rabelais and defpile his Book. 
He is look'd upon as the Prince of 
Buffoons. The Readers are vcx'd to 
think that a Man who was Mailer of 
fo much Wit fhould have made fo 
^etched a Ufe of it. He is an intoxi? 
pated Philofopher , who never writ but 
^hen he was in Liquor. 

Pean 
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Dean Snisift is Rabelais in his Scnfes, 
and frequenring the politeft Company. 
The former indeed is not fo gay as the 
latter, but then he poflefles all the Deli- 
cacy, the Juftnefs, the Choice, the good 
Tafte, in all which Particulars our gig- 
gling rural Vicar Rabelais is wanting. 
The poetical Numbers of Dean Swift 
are of a llingular and ahnoil: inimitable 
Tafte; true Humour whether in Profe 
or Verfe, feems to be his peculiar Ta- 
lent, but whoever is defirous of under- 
ftanding him perfetftly, muft vifit the 
Ifland in which he was born. 

'Twill be much eafier for you to 
form an Idea of Mr. Fope'i Works. He 
is in my Opinion the moft elegant, the 
moft corred Poet ; and at the lame 
Time the moft harmonious (a Circum- 
ftance which redounds very much to 
the Honour of this Mufe) diat England 
ever gave Birth to. He has mellow'd 
the harfli Sounds of the Bnglijh Trum- 
pet to the foft Accents of the Flute. 
His Compofitions may be eafily tran- 
ilated, becaufe they are vaftly clear and 
P 4 pcrfpi- 
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perspicuous ) befides, moft of his 
Stibjo^s arc general, and relative to all 
Nations. 

His EJfay on Criticifm will ibon be 
known in France y by the Tranflatiwi 
which Ijihb^ de Renel has made of 
it. „ 

Here Is an Extraft from his Poem 
entitled the Rape of the Loci, which I 
jufl now tranHated with the Latitude I 
ufually take on diefe Occafions; for once 
again, nothing can be more ridiculous 
than to tranflate a Poet literally. 

Umbriel, <J rinjianty vieii Gmnte 

rechignJy 
Va d'une aile fefante & Sun air ren* 

frogni 
Cbercber en murmurant la Caverne 

profondey 
Ou hin de$ doux ra'ions que rifand 

Veeil du monde 
ha Dieffe tfux vapeurf a chotfi Jon fi* 

pury 
i,« trifiii ^^fims y JifieiU h ten- 
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Et lejbufle malfain de leur aridebaleinx 
T parte aux environs la Jievn & la mi' 

graine. . 
Sur un ricbe Sofa ierrUre un ParavetU 
Loin des Jlambeaux, du bruity desfar-. 

leurs & du vent. 
La quinteufe Diejfeincejfamment repofe, 
Le cceurgroi de chagrin^ fans en f avoir 

la caufe. 
N*aiant penfe jamais^ ^^J^fit toujpurs 

troubli, 
Veeilchargi^ le tfint pdle, & tby^ 

condre enflL 
La medifante Envte^ eji afjife auprh 

d'elle, 
Vieil JpeBre fimininy dkripite pucelle, 
Avec un air devot dicbirant fon pro- 
chain, 
Et cbanfonnant les Gens I'Evangile i la 

main. 
Sur un lit plein de feurs negligemment 

pancbie 
Vne jeune Beaut4 nm loin ielle efi 

couchie, 
■Qefi VA§eEiation qui graffdie m par- 

Bcoufe 
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Ecoute fans entendre^ C? lorgne en re~ 

gardant. 
^i rougit fans pudeur, G? rit de Hut 

fansjdie^ 
De cent maux diffirem pritend qu'elle 

efi la p- die; 
Ee pleine de fanti fous le rouge (^ le 

f^rd, 
Se plaint avec moleffe^ CSfepame avec 

Art. 

Umbriel, a dujkyt melancholy Sprite 
As ever fullied the fair Face of 

Lights 
Down to the central Earthy bis proper 

Scene^ 
Repairs to fearch the gloomy Cave of 

Spleen. 
Swift on his footy Pinions flits the 

Gnome, 
And in a Vapour reached the difmal 

Dome. 
No cbearful Breeze t^s fiillen Region 

inowSy 
tbe dreaded Eafl is all the Wind that 

tlows. 

Here, 
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Here^ in a Grotto, Jhelter*d chfe from 

Air, 
And fcreen'd in Shades from Dafs de- 

tejied Glare, 
Sbefghsfor ever on her penfive Bed, 
Pain at her Side, and Megrim at her 

Head, 
Iwo Handmaids wait the Throne : Alike 

in Place, 
But diff'ning far in Figure and in 

Face, 
Here Jiood Ill-nature like an ancient 

Maid, 
Her wrinkled Form in Hack and white 

array* d ; 
With Store of Prayers for Mornings, 

Nights, and Noons, 
Her Hand isflPd; her Bofom with 

Lampoons. 
There Aifecftation, with afickly Mein, 
Shows in her Cheek the Rofes of eigh~ 

teen, 
^raBi^d to lijp, and bang the Head 

afide, 
paints into Airs, and languijhes with 

Pride i 

On 
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On the Rich ^ilt finh •with becoming 

Woe, 
Wrapt in a Govm, for Sicknefs and 
Jor Show. 

This Extrafl in the Original, (not 
in the faint Tranflaiion I have given 
you of it, may be compar'd to the 
Defcription of La Molejfe ( Soft- 
ness or Edeminacy) in Baileau's Lu- 
trin, 

Methinks I now have given you 
Spedmens enough from the RngUJh 
Poets. I have made fomc tranfient men- 
tion of thdr Philofophers , but as for 
good Hiflorians among them, I don't 
know of any; and indeed a French Man 
was fbrc'd to write their Hiftory. Pof- 
iibly the Englijb Genius, which is either 
languid or impetuous, has not yet rcquir'd 
that unaifeded Sloquence, that plain but 
majeftic Air which Hiftory requires. 
Poffibly too, the Spirit of Party which 
odiibits Otgefls in a dim and confus'd 
Lig^t, may have funk the Credit of their 
Hiftorians, Qne half ef the Nation is al- 
ways 
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ways at Variance with the other half. 
I have met with People who aflur'd mc 
that the Duke of Marlborough was a Ci>- 
ward, and that Mr. Pope was a Fool; 
juft as fome Jefiiits in France declare 
Pafcal to have heen a Man of little or no 
Genius ; and fome Janfenifts affirm Fa- 
ther Bourdaloue to have been a mere 
Babbler. The Jacobites confider Mary 
Queen of Scots as a pious Heroine, but 
thofe of an oppofite Party look upon her 
as a Proftitute, an Adulterefs, a Mur- 
therer. Thus the Englijh have Memo- 
rials of the feveral Reigns, but no fuch 
Thing as a Hiftory. There is indeed 
now living, one Mr. Gordon, (the Pub- 
lick are oblig'd to him for a Tranflation 
of Tacitus) who is very capable of wri- 
ting the Hiftory of his own Country, 
but Rapin de fhoyras got the Start of 
him. To conclude, in my Opinion, the 
Englijh have not fuch good Hiftorians 
as the French, have no fuch Thing as a 
real Tragedy, have feveral delightful Co- 
medies, feme wonderful Paffages in certain 
of their PoemSj and boaft of Philofophers 
that 

5. 
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that are worthy of inftm^ng Mankind. 
The EngUJb have reap'd very great Be- 
nefit from the Writers of our Nation, 
and tiierefore we ought, (fince they have 
not fcrupled to be in our Debt,) to bor- 
row from them. Both the Englijb and 
we came after the Italians ^ who have 
been our Inftru43:ors in all the Arts, and 
whom we have iurpafs'd in ibme. I can- 
not determine which of the three Na- 
tions ou^t to be honour'd with the 
Palm } but happy the Writer who could 
diiplay their various Merits. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXIII. 

O N T H E 

REGARD 

That ought to be Ihown to 

Men of Letters. 

NEITHER the Englijh^ nor anjr 
other People have Foundation* 
cftablifh'd in fevour of the jx>- 
lite Arts like thofe in France. There 
are Univerfities in moft Countries, but 
'tis in France only that we meet with 
£0 ben^dal an Encouragement for 
Aftronomy, and all Parts of the Mathe- 
maticks, 

S 

UigitirB^yCoOglc 



224 Letters comerning 
maticks, for Phyfick, for Refearches into 
Antiquity, for Painting, Sculpture and 
Achitedurc Lewis the Fourteenth has 
iDunortaliz'd his Name by thefe fevcral 
Foundations, and this Immortality did 
not coft him two hundred thouiand Livres 
a Year. 

I MUST confcfs that one of the Things 
I very much wonder at, is, that as the 
Parliament of Great-Britain ha\e pro- 
jnis'd a Reward of twenty thouiand 
Founds Sterling to any Perfcm who may 
diicover the Longitude, they Ihould ne- 
ver have once thought to imitate Lewis 
the Fourteenth in his Munificence with 
regard to the Arts and Sciences. 

Merit indeed meets in England with 
Rewards of another kind, which redound 
more to the Honour of the Nation. The 
Engltjh have fo great a Veneration for 
exalted Talents, that a Man of-, Merit in 
their Country is always fure of making 
his Fortune. Mr. jiddifon in France 
would have been elefted a Member of one 
of the Academies, and, by the Credit of 
fome Women, might have obtain'd.ayear- 

17 
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ly Penfion of twelve huhdried Livrcs j or 
elfe might have been imprifon'd in the 
Baftihy upon Pretence that certain Strokes 
in his Tragedy of Cato had been difco- 
ver'd, which glanc'd at the- Porter of 
fome Man in Power; Mr. Addifon was 
rais'd to the Poft of Secretary of State in 
England. Sir Jfaac Newton was made 
Warden of the Royal Mint. Mr. Con- 
greve had a confiderable * Employment. 
Mr. Prior was Plenipotentiary. Dr. Swift 
is Dean of St. Patrick in Dublin, and is 
more rcver'd in Ireland than the Pri- 
mate himfelf. The Religion which 
Mr. Pope profeffis excludes him indeed 
from Preferments of ev'ry kind, but then 
it did not prevent his gaining two hun- 
, dred Thoufand Livres by his excellent 
Tranflation of Homer. I my felf faw 
a long Time in France the Author of 
■f Rbadamijius ready to perifli for Hun- 
ger : And the Son of one of the greateft 
Men J our Country ever gave Birth to, and 
who was beginning to run the noble Ca- 

• Seattajy lor 7<ffld/c«. fMr. ift CniUJen. XRaeint. 

Q reer 
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net ^ririch his Father had: fct himy would 
have been redac'A to' dw Eartremes of 
llffifery, had he noo bttir prtronia'ti by 
Monfienr fd^ait. 

But the Circumftarce which niofiiy 
enccrorages the Arts m S^nglanify ta the 
great Vcnenttion whicft is ptkt ttteon' 
The Pifture of the prime Mlniffcr hangs 
over the Chimney of his own. Clofet, but 
i have foen that of Mr. Paps in twenty 
Noblemens Houi<» Sir Ifaac Newton 
Was rcver'd in hw Life=-tiaiei. and hod a 
fhie refpe£i paid to him aftec bis Death ; 
Ae greateil Men in tiie Natbn (Efputii^ 
who fhou'd have the Bonoor of holding 
up his PaH. Go into Weftmii^er-^beyj 
and you'll find that what raifes die Admi- 
ration of the Spcftator is not the Matt- 
foleums of the Englijk King^ but the 
Monuments which the Gratitude of the 
Nation has eredled, to perpetuate the Me- 
mory of thofc iUuftrious Men Who con- 
tributed to its Glory. We view their 
Stames in that Abbey in 4he fame Man- 
ner, as thofe of Sophocles^ Plato and other 
immoitalPerfonageswerevicw'din.«f;fA«j; 
and 
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and 1 am perfuaded, that the bare Sight 
trf" thofc glorious Monuments has fir'd 
tnore than one Breaft, and been the Oc- 
cafion of their becoming great Men. 

The Bngiijb haye even been rc^ 
broach'd with paying too ejctravagant 
Honours to mere Merit, and cenfured 
for interring the cekbrated Aftrcls Mrs. 
Oldfidd in Wejiminjier-Ahbe^ , with aU 
moft the fame Pomp as Sir Jfaac New- 
ten. Some pretend that the Enghjb 
had paid her thefe great Funeral Ho--' 
iiours, purpofely to malce us more . 
ibrongly fenfible of the Barbarity and 
Injuftice which they objeft to us, for 
having buried MedemoiJ'tlle le Couvreuf 
ignominioufly in the Fields. 

But be affur'd from me, that the 
Bnglijh were prompted by no other Prin- 
ciple, in burying Mrs. Oldfidd in Weft- 
minfief -Abbey ^ than their good Senfe. 
They are far from being fo ridiculous 
as to brand with Infamy an Art which 
has immoftaliz'd an Euripides atkl a 
Sophocles y or to exclude from the Bo- 
dy of their Citizens a Sett of People 
0^2 whofe 
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whofe Bufinc& is to fet off with the 
utmoft Grace of Speech and A^on, 
thofc Pieces which the Nation is proud 
of. 

Under the Reign of Charles the Fifft, 
and in the Beginning of the Civil Wars 
rais'd by a Nnmber of rigid Fanaticks, 
who at laft were the Vidims to it; a 
great many Pieces were publiih'd a- 
^inft Theatrical and other Shews , 
which were attack'd with the greater 
Virulence, becaufe that Monarch and 
his Queen, Daughter to Henry the 
Fourth oS France y were paffionately fond 
of them. 

One Mr. Prynne , a Man of mo& 
furioully fcrupulous Principles > who 
wou'd have thought himfelf damn'd had 
he wore a Caflbck inilead of a ihort 
Cloak, and have been glad to ice one 
half of Mankind cut the other to Pieces 
for the Glory of God , and the Propa- 
ganda Fide-, took it into his Head to 
write a moft wretched Satyr againft fome 
pretty good Comedies, which were ex- 
hibited very innocently every Night be- 
fore 
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fore their Majefties. He quoted the Au- 
thority of the Rabbis, and fome Paf- 
fages from St. Bonaventure^ to prove that 
the CEdipus of Sophocles was the Work 
of the evil Spirit j that Terence was ex- 
communicated ipjb faBo-y and added, 
that doubtlefs Brutus , who was a very 
fevere Janfenift, aHaHinated Julius Ca- 
Jary for no other Reafon, but becauie he, 
who was Pontffex MaximuSj prefum'd 
to write a Tragedy the Subjedt of which 
was CEdipus. Laftly, he declar*d that 
all who frequented the Theatre were 
excommunicated , as they thereby re- 
nounc'd their Baptifm. This was call- 
ing the higheft Infult on the King and 
all the Royal Family; and as the E;ig^ 
up lov'd their Prince at that Time, 
theycou'd not bear to hear a Writer talk 
of excommunicating him, tho* they 
themfelves afterwards cut his Head off. 
Prynne was fummon'd to appear before 
the Star-Chamber j his wonderful Book, 
fi-Mn which Father Le Brun ftdle his, 
was fentenc'd to be burnt by the com- 
mon Hangman, and himfel^ ip loie his 
Q_3 Ears. 
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Ears. His Tryal is now extant. 

The Italians are far from attempt* 
Ing to call a Blemifli on the Opera , or 
to excommunicate Signior Stnefino or 
Signora Cuzzom. With regard to my 
fclf, I cou'd -prefume to wifli that tte 
Magiftratcs wou'd fiipprefs I know not 
what contemptible Pieces, written againft 
the Stage. For when the EftgHJh and 
Italiam hear that we brand with the 
greateft Maik of In&my an Art 'm 
which we excell; that we excommunicate 
Perfons "who receive Salaries from the 
King i thirt we condemn as impious a 
Spedtacle exhibited in Convents andMo- 
tiafteries; that we difliononr Sports ik 
which LeiDis the Fourteenth, and Lewh 
the Fifteenth performM as A^ore} that 
-we give the Title of the "Devil's Worios 
to Pieces which are receiv'd by Magiftratcs 
of the molt fcvcre Chara<aer, and re^ 
prefehfftd before a virtuous Qii6ei!i ; -when, 
I fay, Foreigners are told <£ this iiifotelit 
Condud, this Contempt for the Rftyal 
Authority, and this Gothic Roflic^ 
ythxh fettle prefumc to call Chf iftiaft Se- 
verity s 
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verity ; what an Idea muft they entertain 
of our Nation ? And how will it be poA 
-Able -for 'em -to -conceive, either -that our 
Laws give a Sanftion -to «i Art which 
is declar'd infamous, ot that fome Perfons 
dare to ftanip with Infamy an Art wluch 
receives ;a .San<£ti0D fi:Dm;theL.aws, istxe- 
warded by Kings, cultivated and encou- 
rag'd by the gr^teil Me^, and admir'd 
by whole Nations ? And that Father Le 
Brun's impertinent L4bcl againft the Stag^, 
is faen in ^ Sookfeller's -Shop , Aanding 
the very next to the immortal Labours 
oiRaciney o£iCot7iiilIe, oSMoliere^ &c. 



0^4 LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 

O N THE 

R.OYAL Society 

AND OTHER 

ACADEMIES. 

TH £ B^glijb had an Academy of 
Sciences many Years before us, 
but ^en it is not under iuch 
prudent Regulations as ours, the only 
Reafon of which very poffibly is> becaufe 
it was founded bdfore ' the Academy of 
Paris i for had it been founded after, it 
^ould very probably have adopted fom^ 
of 
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of the fage Laws of the former, and im- 
prov'd upon others. 

Two Things, and thofe the moft eC- 
fential to Man, are wanting in the Royal 
Society of London, I mean Rewards and 
Laws. A Seat in the Academy at Paris 
is a fmall, but fecure Fortune to a Geo- 
metrician or a Chymift ; but this is fo 
far from heii^ the Caie- at London , that 
the feveral Members of the Royal Society 
arc at a continual, tW indeed finall Ex- 
pence, Any Man in England who de- 
clares himielf a Lover of the Mathema- 
ticks and natural Philofophy, and expret 
fcs an Inclination to be a Member of the 
Royal Society, is immediately ele£bed in- 
to it *. But in France 'tis not enough that 
a Man who afpircs to the Honour of 
being a Member of the Academy, and of 
receiving the Royal Stipend , has a love 



* The Reader will call to Mind that thefe Letters were 
written about ijiS or 30, liiice which Time the Names of 
the feverd Candidates ^re, hy a Law of the Royal Society, 
pofted np in it, in ^irjer that a Choice may be made of 
^h Pcr(bna only as are qualified to be Memben. The ce- 
lebrated Mr. dt Fmttnelk had the Honoot ta ja& thro' 
Oiij Ordiai. 

for 



,,Cooglc 



1J4 IjiTTtm cmcervii^ 
for die Samoa; te matft tt -the June 
Time be deeply flciU'i is 4be« j iwid ^ 
iibI«Vl t9 Iji^ime Oe Sett nfWi^^vnipe- 
v»m inhpure 6 miok tbe jDioie Uma- 
■kble «c «ii(iy aw fir'd :bjr a Frirnqple «r 
Gloiy, fay Jb«oceft. by ^ JWffia^ i 
isK and i? tint inflcxilMUcy <tf J^&d, 
which js gener^ found in thoie «4w 
denote ithsm&ives io .dist fcitiiHcioia 
SW^, ttKiBAadEKBtielst. 

V>c i^tbmy ^ Sctenoes as rprodcn^ 
Jjrcflf^'flrtothe Study of Mature, an^, 
iaddedp <hi€ «s a f iolfl ^acioHS enon^ 
ior *fty or thraofosre Fer&os to range in. 
Tbat of LwdoH .mixes -indi&riminatelf 
iitmaftiie wiilji jPhyfidlss : Bat raethinis 
tbt iaxa&of, an ■ Acadony merely for 
Itbe jK^ite Arts is mot<e Judioious, as it 
preiMnts<3o«fc6fln, aod -die .juiniiiE, in 
fame Mctffure, «f BeteRtgciiials, iich as 
a Diflertation on the Head-drefles of the 
J20MMn Xjodies m& sn-hundwd ormore 
•new ■Gnrves, 

As there is wery Jidtlc Ordor and Re- 
gularity m the ^oyid SocJetyj and not the 
Wft 'Encouragement J and that the Aca- 
demy 
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demy of Paris k ba a qutte xfifiKrent 
Footj 'lis no wonder that our Tcanfadti- 
ons are ilrawn up in a more ^ifb and bem- 
dful Matuier than thoie xtf ^c JEngl^ 
Scddkrs wiio ans under a rqgokr i>i£i^ 
l^ine, and befides wdl paid, nwil neod^ 
&fHy, at lift, perJbrm more glotioos 
Atchievensents chka others who are max 
Voiuntiers. It mull indeed be CGa&£i<d 
ihat the Royal Society boaft their NnU~ 
toTty but 'daen 'he did not owe his Kioow^ 
4edge and Dj:fi:overies to that Body; lb 
£a- from it, that the latter were inteUi^ 
Ue to very £rfv of hi^ PeUow-MendBos. 
A Gonioi like thsd: df Sir Z/(7 ji: -helong'd to 
-dl tbe Academies in the Worki, beoan& 
all had a thoaiand Tlnigs to iearn olf 
hara. 

The cdebrated Dtan Saoifi fiwm'd 
» i>el]gn, in the latter End of the late 
Qoeen's Re^n, to ifoond an Academy 
ibr the Englifh Tongtte trpcm the Mo- 
del of flwi of die Fr-etick This "iPrcgeia 
was fsomoted by 4die iate £ari of *0j^ 
ford^ Likrd H^ Trea&rer, and -tnadi 
fngre b^ ^ Locd Bi^im^^>roie^ Secic* 
taiy 
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tary of State, who had the happy Ta- 
lent of Speakir^ without Prnnedita- 
tion in the Partiament'houfe with as 
much Purity as Dean Swift writ in his 
Cloiet, and who would have been the 
Ornament and Frotcdor of that Aca-. 
demy. Thofe only wou*d have been 
chc^n Members of it, whofe Works 
will laft as long as the Englifi Tongue, 
foch as Dean S-wift^ Mr. Priory 
whom we faw here invef^ with a 
publick Character, and whofc Fame in 
England is equal to that of La Fon- 
taine in Franct ; Mr. Pope the Eng- 
lish BoiUaUy Mf. Congreve who may 
be call'd their Moliere , and ieveral O' 
thcr eminent Pcrfons whofe Names I 
have f(Hgot ; all thefe would have rais'd 
the Glory of that fiody to a great Height 
even in it's In&ncy. But Queen Anrte 
being fnatch'd fuddenly from the World, 
the Whigs were refqlv'd to ruin the 
Proteftors of the intended Academy, a 
Circumftance that was of the moft fil- 
ial Confequence to polite Lkerature. 
The Members of this Academy would 
have 
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have had a very great Advantage over 
thofe who firft form'd that oi^c French, 
for Swift,, Prior f Congreve, Dry den, 
. Pope, Addifon,&c. had iix'd the Englijb 
Tongue by their Writings ; whwreas 
CbapeUin, Collet et, Cajfaigney Faref, 
Perrin, Cotin, our firft Academicians, 
were a Difgrace to their Country; and 
fo much Ridicule is now attach'd to 
their very Names, that if an Author 
of fome Genius in this Age had the 
Misfortune to be call'd Cbapelain or 
Cotin, he would be under a NeceiBty 
of changing it. 

One Circumftance, to which the 
Englijh Academy fhould especially have 
attended, is, to have prefcrib'd to them- 
fclves Occupations of a quite different 
Jtind from thofe with which our Acade- 
micians amufe themfelves. A Wit of 
this Country afk'd me for the Memoirs 
of the French Academy. I anfwer'd, 
they have no Memoirs , but have 
printed threefcore or fourfcore Vo- 
lumes in Quarto of Compliments. The 
Gentleman perus'd one or two of 'em, 
but 

5 
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but widioat berng able to underftand tkfl 
Stflt in whkh they were written, tho' 
be underftood all our good Authors per- 
k&ty. All, isys he, I fee in tbefe ele- 
gant Diicourles is, that the Member e- 
led having affiir'd the Audience diat 
his P redecefibr was a great Man, that 
Cardmal Richelieu was a very great Man, 
that the Chancellor Seguier was a pretty 
great Man, diat Lewis the Fourteenth 
was a more than great Man ; the Dire- 
dor anfwers in tfie very fame Strain , 
and adds, that the Member elcdt may 
alfo be a fort of great Man, and that 
himfelf, in Quality of Dire6tor, muft 
alfo have fomc Share in this Greatnefs. 
The Caufe why all thefc academical 
Diicourfes have- unhappily done fo little 
Honour to this Body is evident enough. 
Vitium eji temporii ftttius quam bominis. 
(The Fault is owing to the Age rather 
than to particular Perfons.) It grew up 
infenfiMy into a Cuftom for every Aca- 
demician to repeat thefe Elogiums at his 
Reception j 'twas laid down as a kind 
of Law , that the Publick ihould be in- 
8 dulg'd 
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^i^'d 60m Time «o Time the fnllcn 
Sadish&hn of yawAing over thde Pro 
deaiens. If die Reafoft fljould afier- 
Wafd* be fought, -vrhy the grealefl Ge- 
nius's who have been incorporated inW 
that Bo^ have fotaetimes made the 
wofft Speeches ; i aufwer , ti«rt 'ti« 
■wholly owing to a flirong Pre^nfion, 
the Gentkmen in Qucfti<m had to fliine, 
and to dt^ky a thread-bare, wonvotiC 
Subjefl in a new and uncommon Light. 
The Neceffity of faying fomething , the 
Perplexity of having nothing to hy, and 
a EJefire of being witty, are three Cir- 
cumiknce» which alone are capable of 
making even the greatcft Writer ridicu- 
lous. Thefe Gentlemen y not being a- 
ble to ftrike out any new Thoughts, 
hunted after a new Play of Words, and 
delivcr'd themfelves without thinking at 
all J in like Manner as People who 
ihould feem to chew with great Eager- 
nefs, artd make as tho* they were eat- 
ing, at the £ime Time that they were 
juft ftarv'd. 

'Tis 
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Tis a Law in the French Acadbrii^t 
to publifh all thoie Dilcouries by which 
only they are known, but they fhould 
rather make a Law never to print any 
■ of them. 

But the Academy of the Belles Let- 
tres have a more prudent and more ufe- 
fiil Objeft, which is, to prefent the Pub- 
lick with a Colleton of Tranfadlions 
that abound with curious Refearches and 
Critiques. Thefc Tranfadtions are al- 
ready eftecm'd by Foreigners j and it 
were only to be wifh'd, that fome Sub- 
jects in them had been more thorough- 
ly examin'd, and that others had not 
been treated at all. As for Inftance, 
we Ihould have been very well fetisfied, 
had they omitted I know not what Dif- 
iertation on the Prerogative of the Right 
Hand over the Left j and fome others, 
which tho" not publiHi'd under fo ridi- 
culous a Title, are yet written on Sub- 
jects that are almoft as frivolous and 
filly, 

The Academy of Sciences, in fach 

of their Refearches as arc of a more 

difficult 
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difficult kind and a more fcnfible Ufe, 
anbracc the Knowledge of Nature and 
the Improvements of the" Arts. Wc 
may prefumc that fuch profound, fuch 
uninterrupted Purfuits as thefc, fuch cx- 
a£l Calculations, fuch refin'd Difcove- 
rics, fucli extenfive and exalted Views, 
will, at laft, produce fomcthing that 
may prove of Advantage to the Uni- 
Verie. Hitherto, as wc have obferv'd 
together, the moft ufeful Diicoveries 
have been made in the moft" barbarous 
Times. One wou'd conclude, that the 
Bufinefs of the moft enlightned Ages 
and the moft learned Bodies, is, to argue 
and debate on Things which were in- 
vented by ignorant People. We know 
cxadty the Angle which the Sail of a. 
Ship is to make with the Keel, in order 
to its failing better ; and yet Columbus 
difcover'd America, without having the 
leaft Idea of the Property of this An- 
gle : However I am far from infer- 
ring from hence, that we arc to con- 
fine our felves merely to a blind Pra- 
ftice, but happy it were, wou'd Natu- 
R ralifts 
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caliUs and Geometricians unite, as much 
as pofliblc, the Prance with the The- 
ory. 

, Stjiange, but fo it is, that thofe 
Things which refledl; the greateil Ho- 
nour on the human Mind, are frequent- 
ly of the leaft Benefit to it ! A Mwi 
who undcritarids the four Fundamental 
Rules of Arithmetic, aided by a little 
good Scnfe , (hall amafs prodigious 
Wealth, in Trade, (hall become, a Sic 
Peter DelnUj a Sir Richard H<t^kins, a 
Sir Gilbert Heathcat^ whilil a, poor 
Algebraift fpends hi? whole Life, in 
(iarching for aftoniihing Pipperties and 
Relations in NumberSj which at the 
fame time arc of no . manner gf Uie, 
and will not acquaint him with the 
Nature "of Exchanges. This is very, 
nearly the Cafe.wlth moft of the Arts j 
there is a certain Point, beyond. which, 
all Refearcbcs ferve to no other Pur-^ 
pofe, than nlerely to delight an'inqut- 
fitive Mind. Thofc ing^ious and,u(e- 
lefs Truths may be, compar'd to Stars, 
which, by being plac'd at ^oo great a 
DIftance, 
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Diftance, cannot afford us the ieaff 
Light. ' ■■■■-" ■-'■•'■ ■ ■'" ■■■" ""■- 

With regard to the French Academy, 
how great a Service iffoald'thfey Bo to 
Literature, to the ' Laniguagc,- and the 
NatitMi, if, inftead of piibliftiing a fet 
of Compliments aiiriually, they wbujd 
give us hew Editions of the' valuable 
Works written in the' Age ot Lewis the 
Fourteenth, purged from the feveral Er- 
rors of Diflion whidi are crept into 
them. There arc many of thcfe Errors 
in Co/W;7/f and Af(!//>rf, but' thbfe m 
l,a Fonfaine arc very numerous.' Such 
as could not be eorrefted, might at leaft 
be pointed Out. By' this Means, as all 
the Europeans read tiiofe Works, they 
would teach them our Language in its 
ntmoft Purity, v/bXzhj by that Means, 
woidd be fix'd to a lafting' Standard ; 
and valuable French Books being then 
printed at the King's Expence, would 
prove one of the mpft glorious Monu- 
ments the Nation could boaft. I have 
been told that Boileau formerly made 
this Propo&l> and that it has lincc been 
R 2 revived 
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revived by a * Gentleman eminenc for his 
Genius, his fine Senfc, and juft Taite 
for Criticifm ; but this Thought has 
met with the Fate of many o^r ufe. 
fill Projcds, of being applauded and ne- 
glcded. 

• VAUi Ji JtttMiM oT ibt French Aadaar. 
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A 

LETTER 

CONCERNING THE 

Burning of A LT E N A, 

As related in the 

History of Charles XII. 

^aru 25 April 1733. 

THE great DiiEculty we have in 
Frame of getting Books from 
Holland^ is the Reafon why the 
ninth Tome of the Btbliotheque Raifonnie 
came but late to my Hands. And I will 
obferve by the way, that if the Journal 
is equal to the Pieces I have pcrufed in it, 
'tis a Misfortune for our Men of Letters 
in France^ that they are not acquainted 
with that Work, 

R 4 In 
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In Page 496, Part 11. of the ninth 
Tome abovemcntion'd, I found a Letter 
in whigh I am accus'd of afpcrfing the 
City of Hamburgh in the Hiftory of 
Charles the Twelfth. 

A few Days fince one Mr. Rickey of 
Hamiurgb, a Scholar and a Man of Merit, 
having honoured me with aVifit, revived 
the Complaint I juft now mention 'd in 
the Name of his Fellow-citizens. 

Here follows the Relation I gave, and 
what I my felf am obliged to declare* 
In the Heat o( the unhappy War wluch 
made fo dreadful a Havock in the North, 
the Cpunte of Steinlrok and of Welling^ the 
5«r<fiyS Generals, fprm'd Jnno 1713, in 
the very City of Hflmburgbt a Refolu- 
tion to burn Altena, a Trading City, and 
Subjeil to theJDdww; for the Compierop 
of this City began to flourifli fp much, 
that ihc Hamburgben grew a little Jealous 
pf it. 

This Refolution was executed unmer* 

ciflilly in the Night of the Ninth of J*- 

m0r)\ Thefe Generals lay in Ham-r 

kurgb that very Night \ they lay in it the 

% Te*th, 
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Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth and Thir- 
teenth; and dated from the laft men^ 
tion'd City the Letters they wrote to clear 
thcmfelves, from the Imputation of be- ' 
ing the Authors of. fo barbarous a Cata* 
ftrophe. 

Tis belides certain, and the Ham-^ 
burghers tfaemfelves don't deny it, that the 
Gates of their City were fliut againft fe- 
veral of the Inhabitants ofAltena j againft 
old Men, and big^belly'd Women, who 
came to implore an Afylum j and that 
feveral of thcfe unhappy Wretches ex- 
pired under the Walls of Hamburgh^ 
frozen with Cold, and opprefs'd with 
Mifery^ at the fame time that their Couik 
try was burnt to Afiies, 

I was oblig'd to infert thcfe Particulars in 
the Hiftory of Charles the Twelfth. One 
of the Perfons who fumifhed me with 
Materials, declares in his Letter, in the 
moft pofitive Terms, that the Hamburgh- 
ers had given Count Steinbok a Sum of 
Money, in order to engage him to deftroy 
^Itena^ as being their Rival in Trade. 
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I did not however adopt lb grievous 
an Acculation. Whu Reafon ibever I 
may have to be convinc'd of the ^rat 
Depr»itjr of Mankind, I yet was never 
io Credulous with regard to Crimes. ] 
have combated, and that efficacioufly^ 
more than <me Calumny ; and am even 
the only Man who dar'd to jitfUfy th« 
Memory of Count P/^£r, by. Arguments, 
at the Time that . i\ Europe fiander'd 
him by Conjeftutcs. 

Ikbtead therefore of following the 
Account which had been , communicated 
to me, I contented myfelf with relating; 
*that it was reported., fimeHamburgberi. 
had given a Sum of Money fecretly to 
Count Steinbok. This. Report becamd 
univerfal^ and was founded on Appear-^, 
ances. An Hiflorian is allow'd to inlert 
Reports, as. well as: Fads, and when >hd 
publishes a general Report, an Opinion; 
merely as ian Opinion, and not as Truth, 
he isneUhcirrefponfiblS^or it, nor ought 
to be actius'd in any manner for fo doing. 
But when he is inform 'd that this po- 
pular Opinion is falfe and flanderous, 't^ 
then 
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dun his Duty to declare it, and to thank, 
in a publick Manner, thoie who have 
nndeceivod him. 

This is cxaftly my Cafe. Mr. Wcbey 
has proved to me the Innocenoe of his 
Fellow-citizens, and the Bihiiotheque Rai- 
f<mie has alfo very folidly refiited the A&* 
cufation levelled againft the City of Ham' 
hurgb. The Authoi; of the Letter againil 
me, is only to blame for faying that I 
pofitively aflertcd that the City of Ham^- 
burgb was guilty ; but he ought to have 
made a Dtftlni^on between the Opinioii 
of one part of the North, which I gave 
as a vague, random Report , and the 
Affirn^ticm with which he charges me. 
Had I indeed declared, 'that the City of 
Hamburgh />ttrc;6ajV the Ruin of the Ci-' 
ty of Altena, I then wou'd have aik'd 
Pardon in the maft humble manner for 
making fuch an Afiertion, being perfuad- 
ed that there is no Shame on thcfe Occa- 
fions, but to periift in a Fault when 'tis 
prov'd to be fuch. But 1 declare the 
Truth, in relating that fuch g Report was 
fpread ; and I alfo declare theTnith, in 
alluring 
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afluring the WtffM, that upon caquiring 
ftriftly into this Report, I find it entirdy 
groundlds. I am alio to dedare, that 
jSitema was infedcd with ecHitagibus Di-> 
flempers at die Time of the Fire. The 
Sitmiur^hers X am affiircd had no HoA 
jHtals, no Phwe were thejr mig^t flielter 
&Gm the FeA of die People, the lAA Men 
and the Women who died in their Si^ht; 
They therefore cannot in any manner be 
accus'd for refufing them Admittance. 
We are always to prefer the Prefcrvation 
of onr own City to the Safety of Strangers. 
I fhall take the umi(^ care to have this; 
Incident corrc(aed in the New Edition oi 
the Hiftory of Charles the Twelfth, now 
printing at Amfierdam, and the whole 
ihall be let down agreeable to the moft 
fcnipnlous Truth, which I always pro-: 
fefs'd, and will prefer to all Things. 

I alfo heard, that in fome Weekly Pa- 
pers, certain Letters of the Poet Raujfeau^ 
(as injurious as ill written) have been in- 
iertcd relating to the Tragedy of Xayre. 
This Author of feveral Plays, all of 
which were hifs'd off the Stage, cenfures 
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a Dramadck Piece to which the World 
gave a pretty indulgent Reception : and 
this Man who has writ ih many impioas 
Things, reproaches me puWickly with 
having fliown bat little reverence for Re- 
ligion in a Tragedy exhibited with the 
Approbation of the moft virtuous Ma- 
giftrates, read by Cardinal Fleury, and 
play'd in Some Religious Houfes. The 
Publick will do me the Honour to be- 
lieve, that I fliall not lofe my Time 
in anfwering the Inveflives of the Poet 
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A. 

ACADEMY. Defign for eftabliftiing an 
Academy, for the Improvement of the 
Englijh Tongue, p. 235. Reafons why that 
Defign was laid afide, p. 236. Refleftions 
on the French Academy, and on that of the 
Sciences, p. 237, 240, and of the Advan- 
tages which might accrue from the French 
Academy in France^ ^.243. 

Addison fMr.) a confiderable Fault in his 
beautifijL Tragedy of Cato , f. 1 79. The 
high Eiteem in which his Writings are had 
in England^ p. 224, 225. 

Ages (barbarous) tlie molt ufefiil Inventions 
have been difcover'd in them, />. 241, 

Alt EN A. The Author's Juftification of 
what he had advanc'd in his Hiftory of 
Charles XII. relating to die Burning of that 
City, p. 247, ^ feq. 

Anaxacoras, his Opinion concerning the 
Nature of the Soul, /. 95. 

Antonio, 
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Aktohio, a ridiculous Charadler id one of 
Otwafs Plays, p. 168. 

Argonauts. Sir ^5**"*' Newton fixes the 
Time of their Expedition, p. 164.. 

Aristotle. The only Rcafon why he had 
fo many Commentators was, becaufe he 
was unintelligible, p. ^6. 

Astronomy-. The Ufe Sir ^aac_ Neu:toR 
made of this Science in reflifying Chrono- 
logy, t- ^59- .- . 

Attraction. Sir Ifaac Niwtott borrow'd 
'his Syftem of Attraction from the Lord 
Bacon, jp-Qi. Explication of that Syftem,, 
f. 127. (3/fq. Defence of the Tcrm'At- 
craAion, p. 137. (^/f^. 

R 

BAcow (Lord) his Chairafler and Elogium^ 
p. 84, ^Je^. CuHous Reflexions on his 
' philofophical DifcMeries and his Works, 
^.91, l^fiq. His'lHiftory of Henty VH. 

■ Cenfur'd. J. Qj. ' -; 

BAt>TisM. " Itfei which the Quiters enter-" 

tain of that Inftitiition, p. 4, 5. 
Barclay ( Robert ); Author of the Apology 

"■for the Quakers, a Work in great Eftccm, 

p. 7. Iifc ' prefcnts" it ito "King Charles II, 

p. 22. 
BAstills, Sir yobn Fdnhhigb being in France 

was imprifon'd in the Ba^IUy without k^ow- 

■ ing Why, p. I87. . . . . x. 
BBFt«ARtJ ^t.) The firigular Opinionbf thh 

Father 
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Father With regard to the State of the Soul 

after Death, p. 96. 
BzkHouiLLi. Whether he invented die tn- 
t^ral Calcutation, ji. 154. 

BlBLIOTHCQJfE RAISONNE'e, An ufcful 

Journal, but not known in France, p. 245. 

Bodies. Caufe of their Denfity difcovcr'd 
by Sir Ifaac NtwloSy p. 146. 

BoLiNOBROKE (Vifcount) confidcr'd as one 
of the Defenders of the Church of £«;- 
laiidyp.^€. An ingenious andhobleAnfwer 
of rfiat Lord, relating to the Duke of 
Marihrougb, in the oppofite Party, p. 86. 

'S&.DUNi^EK (Lord) fquar'd the Hypcrboh^ 
f. 152. 



CHART A Magna. A famous Edift 
which the Englijb look upon as the 
Foundation of their Liberties, p. 64. Exa- 
mination of that Charter, p. 65, ^ feq. 

Chinese. The FraAice of Inoculation has 
been among that People above two hun- 
dred Years, p. 82. 

Chronolooy. The new Difcoverics Sir 
Uaac Newton made in that Science, p. 1561 
Frinci|des on which he eftabli&'d thenir'' 
t' 157. ^59- 

CiBBER (Mr.) an £nf/^ Foet, and an ex- 
cellent Comedian, p. 190. 

CiR^AiMiANS. The Inoculation of the 

&naU Pox invoited by that PeopIjE. Rea- 

S fons 
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. . .;fbn why ^thit Cuflom is praftn'd b^- them, 
>- 74. 75. 

CL4.it.KB (pr.^ a &inous Divine. 'A Stickler 
for Sodnianifm, f. 4S, Hi$ QuntScr,^ iifid. 
His Adherence to that Sett of Pcofde tho* 
prejadicial to his Fortune, p. 49. 

Clieqv. Their Authority in England, p. 37. 
Their Morals better th^ thoCe of:the 
French Qergy, f- 38- Moil EjtgUJb Clergy- 
men are Pedants, ^d not very ~amiabJe in 
Society , p. 39, 40. They . fiiddlc: them- 
felves, which g^vcs no OilbiCe, ibid-: t 

CotoiTRS. Different Colours :Of the Rajs of 
Xjght, fii^d by Sir IfaOc Ntwte% .p. 14.5. - 

Cqmedis.s. The £«^^ have ftwie vefy beau- ■ 
tiful ones, but to laftc 'cm a Reader mull 
underftand th?ir T^nguQ, they being very 
much di3figur*d in a Tranflation, p. rgo. 

C05<:^T3, Explain'd ;bji;.,Sir Ifaac Mevsten, 
p. 199. Opinion of foBie other. Philofo- 
.-.. pbere, ^.i,34-. ■■ V ■ . - - -■ 

Cou^XRce. Flpu^iflung^Sjateofi itTO£«f- 
/<»iM,;^^. NobJCvSimplicity o£ the.rich . 

'"iC^MMo^is (Houie of) I.t's. ,Oc%inal is, yery-. 
,. otifcure, p. 65, Hoyr its Authority wks ini ■ 
<atas'd,''j(i. 66. ■■ f.,.. ; -, , ; - ^.' 
CbMCB.EVE. A 6jhoi4 Sngltfii Pott. - Aii-- ■ 
thbr pf fome excelientCome^i^-' HisGha- -' 
raftcf, ,/). 188. HisDifcourfe in a Vifit 
which Mr, de VoUxre-pzvi him, p. 189... 1 ^^ 

. , CouilAWiB** 

■s , . \-;.-:..v75r. 
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GouRAYER (Father) a learned F«Hfi J^onk. 
Has written on the Validity, of En^lijb 
Ordinations. , Opinion critertainM'. of his 
Work in France^ and in Eriglandi_ p. 38. 
Of no Advantage -to the Eh^lijb, ibid, npr 
to the Author. 

CouRtisRS (French) Their Deities, p. 192. 

Cromwell (Olever). Perfecutes the Qua- 
kers, becaufe their Religion wou][d not 
permit them to fight, ^. 19. 



Delme' (Sir Peter) a rich Englijh Mer- 
chant, owes his; Riches to his. Merit, 

Descartes. His Chfirafter. Bpitome of 
his Life, Judgment on his' Talents, . on his 
Works, and his Progrefs in Philofophy, 
Geometry, tfc. 113, (^ feq^. Compar'd 
to Sir Ifaac Newton,- 11,2; 118. Sir 
Jfaac deftroy'd moll of his Principles, 
p. 125. 

Difference, a 
Tragedy and C 

Divines. A Se 
is not very ami 
fine themfelves ,. „ ^ 
their Profcffioh, ■ /. .102, icfj.' \'Much 
more dangerous to Mankind than.Fhilo- 
fophers, p. 108. 
■'*-DoMiNis (Antonio de) Firft explains the 
**j^ Caufcs of the Rainbow, p. 143^ 
^ S a Drydxn, 
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Drtden, an excxWcni Englijb Poet. His 
Charafter, p. 175. Tranfktion of fycac 
beautiful Lines of his, ^id. 



EcoLE DEI Femmis (School for married 
Women,) a Gimedy 'of Mdtere imiuted 
by Wycberley, and intitled by him the 
Country W^e^ p. 186. 

Effiat (Marquis of) An ingenious Com- 
pliment made by that Nobleman to the 
Lord Bacon, p. 85. 

England. Is properly die Gountry of 
Scclarifts, f. 34. 

English Tongue. A Man muft underftand 
it to judge of the Merit of the Writers in 

- that Language, p. 190. 

Enthusiasm. Difficult to convince an En- 
thuGaft by rational Arguments, p. 6. 

Epitaph of Sir John Vanhrugb, p. 187. 

Ekror of the Englifl> With regard to the 
Meafure of the Emh, redified by Sir Ifaac 
Newton, p. 129. 

EssBNcz. That of Miltter, accordmg to Sir 
Ifaac Newton does not conflil merely in 
Extenfion ; ^d that of the Soul is not 
Thought, according to Mr. Locke. Both 
differ in Opinion from Des Cartes ^ 
f. 111. 

Eugene (Prince) borrows five Millions from 
fome Englijh Merchants, p. 70. 

ElCCHAHOB 
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EzcHANOB (Royd) A noble Idea of it. 
.f • 44. 

F. 

FLZETs. ThejEs^/j/J, in 1723, had thiw 
powerful ones at the fame Time in dif- 
ferent Parts of the World, p. 70. 

Fl£Ury (Cardinal) His Tafte for Polite 
Literature, p. 255, 

FoNTENELLE (\Ax.de) Wrotc the Elt^ium 
of Sir Ifaac Newton. The Englijh were 
difpleas'd at his comparing Defiartes to 
that Philofopher, f. 112. He has attacked 
the Syftem of Attraftion, f, 137. 

Format. The only FretKtman in Des 
Cartels Time who undcrftood his Geome- 
try, p. n8. 

Fox (George) Founder of Quakerifm. His 
Charader and Adventures, /. 19, & fiq. 

France (Civil Wars of) as bloody, and 
more fatal, than thofe of Et^land, p. 56, 

57- 
French, The Idea they have of England^ 

p. 55- , ^ 

Frenchman. Des Cartes little efteem'd by 

fcveral of the Englijh, merely becaufe he 

was a Frenchman, p. 112, 
Fkokcine. MiArck to Des Cartes, bywhom 

he had aCh^d, $. 113. 
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G. 

GALILEO. Imprifon'd in the Inqaifition 
for having dempoftrattd the Earth's 
Motion, p. 115, 
Generations. The PrDportion of their 
Puration vrith that of the Reigq of |Cings, 

p. 157- 

Geometry (Infinites in) fublime Difcoveries 
made by Sir Ifaae Tfn^ton in that Science, 
p. 151, i^feq. 

Gordon (Mr.) a very ingenious Englijb 
. Writer, known by feveral Works, p. 221. 

Great Men. Anfwer to the Queftion, 
who is the greateft Man that ever liv'd ? 
p. 83. 

Government. Various Revolutions in Go- 
vernment in England, p. sg, £:f feq. In 
what Manner Subfidies are levied in that 
Country, p. Sy, 68. 

H. 

H ALLEY (Dr.) His Opinion witl^ regard 
to the Comet in 1680, p. 134. 
Hambitrch. Complaints of the Inhabi- 
tants of that City, againft fome Parti- 
culars ii) the Hiftory of Cbarles XII. 
?.246. 
Hatred (reciprocal) of the Epifcoparians 
and Prefbyterians in England^ much like 
that of the Janfenifis and Jefuits, but with 
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this Difference, that the fonner obfcrve a 

better Decorum^ />. 44. 
Historians. The Engli/h wanting in good 

ones, p. 120. 
Holland. Des Caries mz& perfecuted in 

that Country, becaufe jao one underftood 

his Philofophy, ^.114. 
Holland ^oith) jD« Car!(« wlthdrewto 

it, in order to cultivate his Philofophy, 

?. 115- 
Hopkins (Sir Richard.) The prodigious 

Advantages he reap'd by Arithmetick , 

p. 242. 
HvjpERBOLA, Squar'd by Lord Brounker, 

p. 152- 
HypPAHCHUs. A Greek Philofophet. His 

Aftnonomical Obfervations, p. 160. 
HuDiBRAs. A &mous Poem written by 

Buikr. Judgment of that Work, p. ziz, 

213- 



IMPTiisTON. A Term as little underftood 
in Phiiofophy as that of Attraction, 
pag. 138. 
Infinites in Geometry. Carried by Sir 
Ifaac Newton to a w,onderful Length, 
p. 152, td/eq. 
InocuLATibN. An artificial Method of 
communicating the Smdll-Pox, firft brought 
from yi/ia. Origin of this Invention -, Cu- 
riotu Relation how it was firft introduc'd 
^4 ia 
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in England^ p. 78. £8h:& it had in that 
Country, p. 79. (^rac Benefit it might 

Produce in other Countries, cfpecially in 
rance, p. 81. The Cbttiefi arc faid to 
have praAt^d it for a long c5ourfc of Years, 

f.S2. 

Ikventions. Several great Men have <^- 
puttd for the Honour_pf various Inventions, 
P- 154- 



LEIBNITZ. Whether he invented Fluxions^ 
P- 154- 
Lewenhoeck. His Difpute with Hartfie- 

cber, p. 155. 
Liberty. Idoliz'd fo much by the Eng- 
lijhy that they are even jealous of that of 
other Nations, p. 55. Foundation of their 
Liberties, p. 64. Thefc examin'd, p. 65. 

Locke (Mr) His Charafber, p. 94.. Idea of 
his Pliilofophy, p. 98, & Jeq. He is ac- 
cus'd of a . Dcfign to deftroy Religion , 

^. lOI. 

LoKoiTUDE. Reward promis*d in Eng- 
land to the Man who fiiall difcover it, 
p. 224. 

LuLLY. Defpis'd by the ignorant Muiicians 
in Italy, but adnur'd by thofe of the great- 
eft Abilities, p. 190, 

M. Ma- 
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INDEX, 



M. 

MACHINES, Whether Animals are mere 
Machines? The Authors Argument 
againft that Opinion, p. 105. 

Majestv. The People of England have 
the Epithet Majeft]r beftoVd upon them by 
one of their Members of Parliament, 
p. 51. 

Malbh-anchz (Father). Efleem'd by the 
Quakers, and confider'd by them 3s a Fa- 
vourer of their Principles, p.JS- 

Matter. ThcEffence of Matter, accord- 
ing to Sir Ifaac Newton^ confifts in Solidity 
and Extenfion, p.\ii. 

Measure of the Circumference of the teire- 
ftrial Globe, ^.131. 

Merchants (EngUJh) Their Riches and 
Generofity, p. 70. The greateft Noble- 
- men don't think Trade derogatory to their 
Titles. Examples of this, p.yi. 

Milton. A Daughter of that immortal 
Poet reliev'd from the Extremes of Mi- 
fcry by the Liberality of Queen Cardtae, 

P- 79- 

Misantrope of Molierey imitated by Wy- 
cberky in his Comedy call'd the Plain- 
Dealer^ p. 182. 

Montague (Lady fFortUy.) The Engli^ 
are obliged to that Lady for introducing 
the Praftice of Jnoculation among them^ 
Her Elogium, p. 78. 

Muralt 
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INDEX. 

MuKALT (Mr. dt) in his Letters rni the 
Ei»UJb and French Nations , did not ex- 
patiate enough on EngUfi Comedies, 
$. 181. 

N. 

iwTOR (Sir Jfaat) a FaToarer of die 
Socman Principles, ^.48. In the O- 
piniiHi of fome People, the greateft Man 
that ever liv*d, p. 83. His Philofophy 
quite diffi:rent frcHn that of Des Cartes^ 
^. 1 1 1. The moft curious and tnoft confi- 
derable of bis Principles explain'd, from 
f. 122, to ji. 165. He has obtained a kind 
.of unirerfal Monarchy over the Sciences, 
p. 164. 

O. 

OLirriELD (Mrs.) a celebrated Engt^t 
Aftrcls. Her very honourable Inter- 
ment, p. 227. 
Opticks. Sir i/idc A'h(rf«»*s wonderful Dif- 
coveries in that Science, p. 142. Hts Me- 
thod on this Occafion, p. 145, 6? fe^. 
Ordinatiohs (EftgMf) defended by Fa- 
ther Courier, The Obligations the Etig- 
UJh have to him for this Work, p. 38. 
OxwAY. Ridiculoufly imitated fome of 

Shake/pear's Faults, p. 168. 
Oxford (late Ear] of) confider'd as the 
Defender of the Church oi England^ p. 36. 
Favours 
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IN D E X. 

Favoura the DeGgn of founding an Acade- 
my. $' 235* 

P. 

PARLiAHSHT (of Graat-BriiMH) compar*d 
with the ancient Romans^ $. 52. The Pa- 
rallel examin'd, i^. and/, 53. Reflexions, 
on the Englijb Liberties and the Authority' 
of Parliamients, p. 53, 54, i^feq. 

FxBRS. The Bulwark of the Engli/b Mo- 
narchs, a^inft the formidable Authority 
of the Commons, p. 66. Few Peers have 
Eflates in Ehofe Countries whence they take 
their Titles, ^. 

Pbh (fyUliam) Head of the Quakers in Ante- 

■ ricay p. 24. Penfilvania to call'd from 
him, p. 28. His Travels and Adventures. 
Amiable Government fettled by him a- 
mong his Followers, p. 28, 29. His Death. 
Accus'd of being a Jcfuit. Juftifies him- 
felf, p.^Oy 31, is fiq. 

Ph I loso PHY. The prodigious Improvements 
Lord Bacon made m it, p. 88. as alfo Da " 
Cartes^ p. 120. and Sir Ifaac Newton ^ 

PiCART (Mr.) The Advantage his Calcula- 
tion was to Sir Ifaae Nra/ton's Syftcm. 
p. 129. 

Pope (Mr.) one of the grcateft Poets of the 
Englijb Nation. His Charafter, p. 215. 
Tranflauon of fome beautiful Lines from 
Jijs Rape of the Lock, p, 216. He is the 
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I N D EX. 

Engiyb Beikauj p. 236. The high r^rd 
fhown him in England, p. 226. 

Popes. Anciently Tyrants mEnglandy p, 6s, 
62. 

Fox (Small) given in InocuIaticHi. Curious 
Account of that Praftice, p. 73, (^fij. Ha- 
Tock it made in Paris in 1 723, ^. 8 i . 

Prisbyterianism the moft ccmfiderable 
Seft after the Church of EtfglanJj p. 43. 

PnESByTEiiANS. Charafter of ihofe in 
Ef^land,p. 41 . KfFerence between the E- 
pifcopal Clergy, and thofc of the Church of 
Scotland^ p. 42. 

PmoR (Mr.) an £ji(fA}ftPo« of diftinguifli'd 
Merit, j>. 21 1 . has a very confidcrable Em- 
ployment beftpw'd upon him, p. 225. 

Prynns (Mr.) a Fanatic, />. 228. His Ar- 
guments againftpublick Speiftactes, p. 229. 



QUAKERS. Converiation of the Author 
with an old Quaker of very gpod 
Senfe, p, 2. Opinion of the Quakers 
wirh regard to Baptiftn, p. 4, 5. TThcir 
Meetings, p. 12, 13. Have rteiliierPricfts 
nor Minifters, p. 13. Origin of the Qua- 
kers, p. 1 7. Perfccuted upon the firft W?a- 
blilhment of their Doftrmc, p. 19, ^ fef. 
They fettle in America and particularly ui 
Pen/tlvama, p. 28. Their Number de- 
creafes daily in England. Reafons of it. 

QOALITV 
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INDEX. 

Quality: (Englijh) fond of, and chcrifti, 

the Polite Arts, p. 209. 
Queen Caroline. Her Elogium. She 

proccAs the Sciences, p. 79, 

R. 

RAYS. Difference in the Rays of which 
Light is compos'd, according to Sir 
Jfaac Newion's Sytrem, p. 145. 

Religions, (Plurality of) thefe very necef- 
iary, and of Advantage to the Happinefs 
and Profperity of the Englifi, p. 45. 

Retz (Cardinal i^f^ His Charafter, p, 56. 

Revenue (yearly.) A great Number of 
O>ninioners in England^ have two hundred 
thoufand Livres per Annum., p. 68. 

Revolution. A fingular one of the E^rth 
newly difcover'd, p. 159. 

Richey, (Mr.) a Gentleman of Hatnhurgbf 
complains to the Author of fome Particu- 
lars in the Hiftoryof Charles XII, p. 246. 

Rochester (Earl of) His Elogium, ^. 197. 
A beautifiil Paf&ge from his Satyr againft 
Matty imitated by our Author, p 202. 

Romans, A Parallel between that People 
and the Englijh, p. 52. 

Rousseau (the Poet) his Zeal for Religion, 
p. isi. 

RuscoMB. A Town in Berkjhire^ where 
JVtlliam Pen died, f. 33. 
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SECTS. E^^. prMcrly the Country of 
them, p. 34. Fhilofophcrs will never 
form reli^ous Se£ts, bccaule they are not 
enthufiaftically Inclined, p. 107. 

Sbakespear. The firfl: Poet who made tlw 
£j^yii Theatre confpicaous, p. 166. His 
Charafter, ibid. The high Eftccm the Eng- 
4^^ have for his Writings produftive of ill 
Eflefts, p. i6y, fcf/^. Part of the ft- 
moas Speech in /Aun/rf tianflated into iTMf<&» 
p. 173, (^c. 

SotiKiANs. Who compofe that Seft in £1^- 
land, p. 46. Sir ^aae Newton and EV. 
C/ontffafDUt^d their Opinions, p. 48. Re- 
fleftions on the State of that Seft, f. 49. 

SoRiN (Mr.) cenfurcB the Syftcm of Attra- 
ftion, p. 137. 
'&VBISS (Prince of) dies of the Small-Pox in 
the Flower of his Youth, /•. 81. 

Soul. The Ancients ignorant of the Nature 
.■ .eP the Soul. ■ Opinions of the Fathers, of 

T' thcScfibolmen, and of the modem Philofo- 
phcr^, f.g5, y/nq. 

Spectacles (Piiblicfc Shc^); Forbid on 
Sitndayj b England^' and'atfo Cards and all 
other kind of Divcrfions, p. 43. 

Stmle {Sir Richard) Author, of fevera] fine 
Comedies, p. 190. 

Steihbok {Count of) one of the 5««a'i/8 Ge- 
nerals forms a Rclblutlon to burn Jlte^t^'' 

Subsidies 
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f. 6y, 69. ■?■: -■ ■- A ^ 

SwiJT (Dean) His Chsrafter ahcf .Elc^um. 

CDn»ptt*d to A^/(iM> i". i iji ';G?:/^.f - 



TELWcoPES. Onebf a new]*ind"fiitented 
by Sir Ifaac Newlon, p. 150.' ' "^ 
Theatres. The £1*^/1^ had thefe "Before 
■ ■ the-Ffencb., p. 166. 

TnfcE and Thoit;' The Quakers al*a;^iile 
thofe Particles in fpeaking. Jaftificatibn 
of that Form of Speech, p.8. ExampItQf a 
Difcour-feof thj*kind addrefs'd t6 C^B^w II, 

■ ■■■p..-XZ. ' ' ■ ■ ■ > ^ . '. ' .■-.:■-' 

- TavAnvs. ■ A judicioos Autbor'cveh ih his 
' Style, y.93. ■ ■■ -, . I. . 
Tories. A powcrfiil Party in Englandj die 

Cbiiinter-part to the Whigs, p. 36; ' " 
Translation. Several Paflages of fhc 

- .. moft ^mom En^lijb Poets ti^rflatcd Jjy 
. Mr. A VtUaire, One cf Sbakefpear^f: lyt. 

ot Dryden^ p. 176. of the Earl ctf'R^Jfp; 

- p. 200. of Waller, p. -206. of Mr.Pt^ip.'iJv. 
of the Lord — — , ^. 195. X^uajmes' ne- 

- ceflary to form 3 good Tranflariori; p-'i'js, 

Traqbdibs., -Reflexfons on thc'State of 

Tragedy in England/ p. iy/}^^^. ■ ^^^"'■ 
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ANBftucH (Sir yobn) Author of ftveral 
good Comedies, and an Archlteft. 'His 
Gharafter and- Epitaph, p. i87."'wa3itTipri- 
fon'd in the Bafiiley p. 188. Vii.- 
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INDEX. 

ViLLiiuriBl; ^Dbtce of) IlKeiiin die Flower 
r of bUYouch, ;. 8t. :■..'..:;.. 

VorTif'Ri.- Judgment m' that Astbor^' 

ALtsR, (Mr.) ah E»^^ Poet. Kfo 
Chsrafter and£h^ium^'j».^o4. TrafP 
ilation of Part of hU Poem on Cret^av^ 
Death, p. 206. His ingenjous Repljr t^ 
Charles ii, p.2oS. " ;' 

Warbeck (PeHan) a . ftmoua tmpoftoc ja 

the 'Rdgn of flSjry Vn. r 

VcLLiKC (Count of) the Swe^ Geneni{,> 

forms a Rcfolutioa to burn JiUeMs, p. 24^- . \ 
Wmios. a confidcrable JParty in, EHpaiidt 

o^nehrs <jf the Tories, p. 36. ■ ' 

Wmston -(Mr.) His ' 1^911190 'VitKngOid-M 

thc,De]uge, /-^i^S-i, 
WTcHEfttiv (Mr.) Author of fev^ral , cjf- 
:iccjknt- -Coiicdfes^ A:;gre»t Inaitttoi^^^ 
■ ^oiiefe.y particularly i^ihii. i*i«i*-Dff«|Jfi^ 

p/iiH. Plot of that Comedy, and of an^- 
^icherehatled the Cvuniry-0yi, p. iSj, iSfr; 
>*,Tlm'.Po*yiSr«t Fftvoui^5«ith"(&e<3d&f 

ijrated Milfrcra of Charles II, s. 182. 

ERRATA. _■:-;* 

pAGG j6^Linc 16. for airi^ing it.^itai airilginh* 
, f A»«nv M 39-.' '■ >/f- •*>» r«*W i'J'.T. ixMi^ii. 

I. a*, f. jaih mix'd ii»i of mdrlAl.z. mix'd Sting, p.^.l. 

1 3. f. »«tf »o/, r. M?frof . p. 97 . 1. 1 4., 7, lies Cirtet Un mL 
ft ^iJftMrr ihtirrsti^ jtnti^iir, *if li fthfiitt.uhiss'Ucfr 

i;?. f. fwte, r.i/twl P -W^ I- 1 2- Srfbre w^j>, put (i». p.' 
I77.i.*4. f.g/iam, t.gkfm.vi. 147. 1.6, before tkfj^v-, 
90I, pot /^ rt/ jT *i« y^mJT. 
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